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Tn E reception, favourable be- 
yond my warmeſt expectations, with 
which the Public have honoured 

the Sermons, that I formerly pub- 

liſhed for all the Sundays and ſome 
of the principal Feſtivals of the 
Year, has encouraged me to com- 

plete my Plan, by compoſing the | 

following diſcourſes for ſuch of the 
Feſtivals appointed to be obſerved 
by the Engliſh Catholics as were 

not noticed in that Collection. I 

' truſt, the TOI: will find in them 
the 
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che genuine ſpirit of Religion, e- 
qually remote from ſuperſtition and 


impiety. It has been my conſtant 


endeavour, both in this and in the 


former publication, to diſplay the 


native purity and beauty of the Ca- 
tholic Faith, and to exhibit the doc- 


trines, and moral precepts of the 


Goſpel, not as disfigured by the nar- 


row and illiberal conceptions of 
ſome men, nor as diſtorted by. the 


intereſts and paſſions of others; but 15 
as defined and unfolded by that in- 


fallible authority, which Chriſt hath 


eſtabliſhed the pillar and ground of 
the truth, and with which he hath 
promiſed, that his divine Spirit ſhall 
abide to the end o the world. 
While I have been thus employed, 


1 have derived much comfort from 


: obſerving, that, by the bleſſing of 


the Almighty, my humble labours 
V have 


ET vii ) 8 5 
have contributed, at leaſt, ſomething 
| towards promoting the intereſts of 
Religion and Morality. This ſhould 
be their firſt object. To ſucceed in 
this ſhould be conſidered as their 
beſt reward. But I, nevertheleſs, _ 
think it my duty to acknowledge, 
that I am bound to much gratitude 
for having experienced, that, they 1 
have alſo univerſally met with tge 
countenance and ſupport, and, in 1 
many inſtances, have procured me 1 
_ - the particular friendſhip, of the moſt 
virtuous, reſpeQable, and enlight- 
ened ornaments of the Catholic Re- 
ligion in this Kingdom. 
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1 a 's-Inn Fields, 
. 26, 1789. 
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ALL SAINTS, 


on the Poſſibility and F acility of 


attaining. to > Sandity. 
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2 Jaw, a. great multitude; BINS no man 
could number, of all nations, and 
tribes, and. peoples and tongues, 
fFanding before the throne, and in 


2 eee Lamb. Revel. c. vii. 


ver. 9. 1 
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T this 33 to this 
18 nuanſporting ſpectacle, we are now 


invited. The ſanQuary of Heaven 
is, on this day, laid open to our 
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its glories 1s drawn ahde, and we 
are called upon to contemplate the 
bright aſſembly of the bleſſed, the 
celeſtial choirs of Angels, Arch- 
angels and Seraphims, the glorious 
train of Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo- 
ſtles, Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Vir- 
gins, clothed in the white robes of 
ſpotleſs 1 innocence, and bearing 1 in 
their hands the palms of victory 


| 1 and trium Ph. dee now, now that 
ö the days of labour and conflia” are 


over, now that the figh and the 
-zroan are huſhed; and the tear is 
wiped away from their eyes for 
ever. —ſee how they exult in full 
_ poſſeſſion. of the rewards of their 
© toils! Behold the joy that 
beams from their countenances ! 
See! in r their whole appearance every 


enga ging 


e 
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ing expreſſion of nee and 
n | 
But, while with the eye of faith 


you contemplate their felicity, re- ( 
member alſo, that theſe bleſſed 


ſouls are your friends, that they 
are united to you by the bands of 
che tendereſt and molt perfect cha- 
rity. Remember, and rejoice in 
the thought, that theſe Princes of 


the heavenly court are your bre- 
thren and fellow- members in Chriſt 


5 


N 


Jeſus; that they have your intereſt * ; 


at heart; that, from the abodes of 


bliſs,” they look down with a com- 
paſſiqnate eye on us, who are ſtill 
labouring and ſuffering in this vale 
of tears, and powerfully plead our 
cauſe before the throne of God, ſo- 
| liciting for us from the Father of 
mercies a profuſion of bis choiceſt 

gift; and graces. _ . 
B 2 Neither 
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Neither is this the only ſubjeA ; 
which we have for rejoicing. - We 
may be their future aſſociates. 
Ves, my brethren, you, who now 
dwell in a land of miſery and pain 
you, who have the evils of life to 
ſtruggle with, — you, who are ſo 
often aſſaulted ag ſe- 
duced by vanity, perplexed with 


© \ difficulties on every fide, you may, 


\ 2 


i 


if you pleaſe, be at length compa- 
nions with the Saints in bliſs, you 
may ſhare their triumphs, you may 
be made equal to them in glory. 


| -—To animate you to run on with 


alacrity in purſuit of the crown of 
glory with which they have been 
preſented, and 'to point out to you 
the path which leads to the enjoy- 
ment of their felicity, the Church 
commands you to celebrate this feſ- 


+ tival. Do not imagine, my beloved, 


that 


65 
that the chief intention of the Ca- 
tholic Church, in appointing the 


feſtivals: of the Saints, is to excite 


us to honour their memories. They 


need not any honour from us. 
Thy Friends, 0 God, ſays the royal 
Prophet, thy friends are honoured 
exceedingly*. Ves; they are ho- 
noured above all meaſure by their 
great Maſter, the King of Kings, 
who is the fountain of all honour. 


But theſe feſtivals are inſtituted to 


the end, that we, from conſidering 
the ſplendid rewards of their vir- 


tues, may be efficaciouſly moved to 


make virtue the firſt object of our 
wiſhes, the great aim of all our pur- 
ſuits; that we may be inſpirited to 
walk in the footſteps of the Saints; 
ma word, that we may become 


> Bg Saints 


* Ph ET 5 We | 


(6) 
Saints Ghrfebves after thei ex 
ample. unh & 
Therefore, that you may be 


enabled to derive from this feſtival 


the advantages which it is intended 
to produce, I purpoſe to ſhow you, 

on this occaſion, that the example 
of the Saints entirely does away 
every pretext, which we can employ 
to cover or excuſe our remiſsneſs in 
the practice of virtue. As an apo- 
logy for diſorderly and vicious | 
condytt, men uſually allege, ei- 
ther their natural weakneſſes and 

propenſities to evil, orthe particul ar 
_ difficulties and temptations which 
are attendant on their ſituation in 
life. Vou ſhall ſee, then, in the 
examples, which are ſet before us, 
in this ſolemnity, firſt, that: no pre- 
tence of our weakneſs, or of the 
violence of our corrupt inclinations, 
| | can 


(178)) . 
can ever juſtify. our deviations from 
the obſervance of God's command-. 


ments; ſecondly; that no difficulties 


peculiar to our ſtate of life can. be 
received. as excuſes for our not 


actually becom Saints in chis 


world. | 


<A; $4-46; indiſputably: true; that * 


1 firſt be Saints on earth, or we 
never ſhall be Saints in heaven. Vet 


there are many Chriſtians, who find 
immediately a certain gloom ſpread 
over their minds, whenever this re- 


flection ſtrikes their attention. 
Their weakneſs is alarmed. They 
| ſhrink back at the idea of great 


violence to be done to themſelves. 
They ſay, that they could wiſh to 


difficulties to be encountered, great 


be Saints, but they ſo well know! 

their own frailty, that they cannot 

help conſidering the attaining to 
„„ ſanQity 


PER 


0 90 


fandtity as ſomething next to im- 
poſſible. n 
But, my beloved friends wha 
ever may be your ideas or your 
natural feelings, you are command- 
ed by the Almighty to be Saints: 
Be ye holy; becauſe T the Lord your 
God am Holy: * Be you perfect as alſo 
. heavenly Father is perfetit. 1 
| | might here argue, that the very ex- 
iſtence of this divine precept demon- 
ſtrates the poſſibility of your obe- 
dience to it. It being certain, that 
So, whois eſſentially good and 
Jjuſt, cannot impoſe upon us any 
| commands, which we have not, or, - 
at leaſt, may not have, — 
ſtrength to execute. 5 

But, waving at preſent this "REY 


lative RR, 1 maintain, that 


* 5 * Lev, xix. 2. FP Mat. V, 48. 


Po 


8 


the examples, which we now have 
"before us, make it ſenſibly evident, 
that, notwithſtanding the corruption 
of the world, notwithſtanding our 
natural infirmities, and in ſpite of 
all the obſtacles which threaten to 
impede our progreſs; to attain to 
ſanQity is not impraQiicable, is not 
even ſo very arduous and painful a 
buſineſs, as we frequently conceive 
it to be; and, conſequently, that we 
| ſhall be without excuſe before the 
judgment ſeat of God, if it appear 
that we have not laboured to be- 
come Saints, and even, that we have 
not effettually become Saint in 
this world. 

In fact, who were they whoſe tri- 
umphs we now celebrate? What 
were they once? Why, they were 
men, who were encompaſſed with the 
ſame fleſh and blood that we are; 

who 
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| who had the ſame ſenſes, the 1 


natural diſpoſitions, inclinations, 
affe Qions. and paſſions that we have. 


The temptations, which they over- 


came, were not more eaſily ſur- 
mountable; in many caſes they 5 
were much more violent, than 
thoſe by which. we are aſſailed. 


While they lived on earth, the evil 
ſpirit went about, like a roaring 
hon, ſeeking whom he might de- 


vour, and actuated by an infernal 
malice no leſs furious and deſtruc- 


tive, than that which he breaths at. 
this moment. In their days, the 
maxims of this world were as oppo- 


ſite to the dictates of eternal wiſ- 
dom, as they can be now. Then, 
as in our time, the torrent of hu- 


man cuſtom hurried the giddy and 
unthinking multitude headlong 
down to the abyſs of perdition. 


C3 ay 5 How 
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How did the Saints ſtand their 
ground? How did they preſerve 
their innocence? Had they more 
helps than we have? Oh! no. 


The precious blood of Jeſus, Which 
was fpilt to purchaſe grace for 
them, flowed equally for us. No: 
the arm of God is not ſhortened: 
the boundleſs ocean of his mercies 
and goodneſs is not, cannot ever be 
dried up. Therefore, what the 


Saints were we alſo may be. If we 
are not pure and holy as they were, 


the reaſon is, we will not be fo: we 
wilfully reſiſt the operations of that 


grace, which would: raiſe our cor- 
rupt nature from the dunghill, and 
place us among the Princes of the 
people of God. 


Bluſh, then, at your poor excu- 3 


_ tes. For ſhame: be no longer 
ſcared by mere pha atoms of diffi- 
| culty. 


— 
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6 12 * 
. Methinks I hear the Author 
of all ſanRity thus addreſſing him- 


ſelf to each of us at this moment: 


“Look up, tepid and fearful crea- 


* ture; ſee theſe happy ſouls, whom 
* have aſſembled together in my 
„ kingdom, and who in number far 


ic exceed the ſtars of the firmament; 
ic behold theſe valiant champions, 


who have fought a good fight, and 
1 2 gloriouſly terminated their career; 


<« view this aſſembly of ſpotleſs vir- 
cc gins, whoſe tender age, whoſe ſex 
and delicate frame ſeemed ſo lit- 
« tle fitted to undergo the labours 


* of ſelf-denials and auſterities. 


* What! cannot you do as much 
« as theſe have done!?“ Oh! my | 
friends, this reflection worked ſo 
powerfully on the mind of the great 
St. Auguſtin, that it effected his 


converſion. That cutting reproach : 


0 cannot 


160). 
cannot you do what theſe have 
te done?” ſtung him to the very ſoul, 
humbled his proud heart to the duſt, 
and changed him from a profligate 
libertine, into a prodigy of virtue 
and a miracle of grace. I know not 
how eit may operate on your hearts, 
my brethren; but this I know, that, 
if you can remain unmoved by it, 
you muſt have ſhut your mind 
againſt every irradiation of truth, 
and be loſt to every generous and \ 
noble principle: this I know, that, 
if any of you ſhould be ſo wretched 
as to receive your condemnation on 
the great accounting day, nothing 
will more fully juſtify the ſentence 
whichwill be pronounced upon you, ( 
than the preſence of ſo many of 
your fellow-creatures, whom you 1 
will behold at the right hand of the 
TOY "I ner by” the very 


Py | be fame 
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(49 
fame graces which the Lord Jeſas 
offers to you, graces, which you may 
have, if you pleaſe, and when you 
pleaſe, to apply for them to its! in- 
finite bounty. . 
The Catholic Church nd ics 
8 the ſolemnity of 
chis day, the ſame incitements to 
virtue, the ſame motives to animate 
their confidence, and to enflame 
their deſires, of attaining to ſanity, 
which St. Paul ſo cloquently enfor- 
ces in his epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Without ſpinning out a long detail 
of precepts and exhortations, he 
holds up before them great exam- 
ples. He makes all the Juſt of the 
Old Teſtament, from Abel to Mo- 
ſes, and from Moſes to the later 
Prophets, paſs, as it were in review 
before them. Theſe, ſays the A- 
| W  fubdiced kingdoms, wrought 
| Juſtice, 


(SY 

Juſtice, obtained 15 promiſes.reco- 
vered Arengt from weakneſs, became 
valiant in war, put to flight the armies 
of the aliens. Others had trial of 
mockeries and ſtripes, moreover alſo of 
bands and priſons. They were ſoned, 
they were cut aſunder, they were 
| tempted, they were put to death by the 
- fword, they wandered about——being 
in want, diſtreſſed, afflicted; of whom 
the world was not worthy ; wandering 
in deſerts, in mountains, and in dens, 
und in chves of the earth*. And 
therefore, he concludes, we alſo having 
2 great h cloud of witneſſes over us, lay= 
ing afide every weight, and the fin that 
furroundeth us, let us run by patience to - 
the fight that is ſet before us ——For 
you have not yet reſiſted unto blood 
Jn 1 fin. — Wherefore 
W 
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Ge up. the hands which hang down 
and the feeble knees*. * 
Thus did the Dodtor of is Gen- 


| = reaſon. at that early. period. N 


But the argument comes to us with 
more than redoubled force. The 
cloud of witneſſes, of which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, has greatly thick- 


ened around us. During the courſe 
of nearly eighteen hundred years, 


which have ſince elapſed, each age 
has produced its aſſemblage of illu- 
ſtrious Saints, whoſe exalted vir- 
tues and heroic. deeds adorn the 
annals of the - Chriſtian . Church, 


and will be handed down to the love 


and admiration of the lateſt poſte- 
rity. The world had not then be- 


. 


held the Chriſtian Martyrs — the 3 


Martyrs ſtretched out under the 
| cruel 


* Heb, xii. 7. 


os 
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Bo 
cruel hand of the executioner, na- 
-ked, unpitied, deſpiſed, inſulted, 
bleedihg, expiring, and ſmiling in 
the agonies of death. You may be 
Saints, my brethren, without going 
through theſe trials; without ſpill- 
ing your blood; without making 
the painful ſacrifices, which were 
required of them. If, then, you ſtart 
back and ſhudder at your trifling diffi- 
culties, what is become of your natural 
ſtrength of mind? Where is that 
undaunted courage, which the world 
ſo much extols? Shall it be ſo rea- 
_ dily exerted in ſecuring your tempo- 
ral rights and poſſeſſions; ſhall it ſo 
often diſplay itſelf, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the whole world, in defend- 
ing an earthly kingdom againſt the 
attacks of its enemies; and ſhall not 


unfading laurels, and an eternal 


crown, ſhall not the kingdom of | 
3 . heaven 


. 


18 


heaven with all its joys and glories, 
rouze your vigour, and bear you up 
againſt all oppoſition! Yes, viy 
friends, our courage ſhall be en- 
kindled and enflamed; it ſhall blaze 
forth with unextinguiſhable; ardour | 
at the diſtant view of theſe. noble 
objects. Led on by Jeſus,” the im- 
mortal Conqueror of death and hell, | 
ve ſhall demoliſh every rampart 
which the world and the Princes of 
darkneſs, throw up to impede our 
progrels, and lay the eternal gates 
of Paradiſe wide open before us. 
II. The pretence of our weakneſs 
being thus removed, we will now 
conſider the other excuſe, which is 
drawn from the cares and perplexi- 
ties that men complain of as being 
peculiar to their ſituation in life. 
It is frequently ſaid, and, I make 
we Youbs, has been i more than 
once 
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once by fome of my preſent heprers gl 
c In my way of life, I am haraſſed 


« by ſo many ſolicitudes, and diſ- 


e tracted by ſo: many cares; my 
© days: and hours are ſo filled up 
© witha buſineſs, which is neceſſary: 


to my on ſupport and to that of 


* my family; with attendance on my 


«© connections, and other unavoid- 
e able hindrances and incumbran- 


ces, that I cannot well ſee how it 
«1s poſſible, that, in ſuch a Rate, 1 


<« ſhould ever be a, Saint.“ 
For my part, my brethren, I can- 


not ſee how it is poſſible ſuch an ar- 
gument as this ſhould: be ſeriouſſy 


made uſe of by any Chriſtian, unleſs 
he have formed to himſelf a very 


erroneous conception of the nature 
of ſanctity. Before we proceed, 
rettify your ideas. Of what do you 
n ſanQity to confiſt? Some 
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imagine, that it implies continua 
ſolitude and recollection. Some 


place it in ſhining and heroic at- 


chievements; ſome in gloomineſs 
and ſeverity. There are many who 
think it to be incompatible with 
elegance of manners, with the forms 


of good breeding, and the laws of 


decorum and politeneſs. Others 
take it for granted, that it cannot be 
united with the diſcharge of their 
earthly obligations, and the fulfil- 
ling of their engagements to the 
world. But all theſe opinions are 
mere illuſions. Sandtity conſiſts of 
nothing of that ſort, depend upon it. 


It bas no tendency to any thing of 
the kind. It is ſomething far better, 
and far more reaſonable than that. 
The example of many Saints, who 


now reign with Chriſt, inculcates to 


= this ** this edifying, affecting, 


conſoling, 


" w Þ | 


conſoling, truth, that without the 


ſplendouf of great atchievements, 


without extraordinary auſterities, 
without going out of the line of our 


profeſſion, without ſecluding our- 
ſelves from ſociety, without any 
ſingularity of dreſs or behaviour, 


we may find true ſanQity in attend- 
ing to thoſe. very cares, in going 
through thoſe very labours, in diſ- 
charging thoſe ſame duties, in pa- 
tiently bearing with thoſe very diſ- 
tractions, which you complain of as 
obſtacles to it: but in doing all this 
with an intention to pleaſe our Cre- 
ator, and nn. all by divine 
love. 

Chriſtians, thoſe FEES ſouls, 
; Ion we this day celebrate, 
did not become Saints by doing ex- 


the hiſtories of their lives relate ma- 


traordinary and ſhining actions. If 
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my inſtances of miraculous works, 
or of - aſtoniſhing, auſterities; theſe 
were either the effects of their ſanc- 
tity, or the ſteps by which they arri- 
ved at perfection: but by no means 
its eſſential conſtituents, There 
are Saints of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
rank in heaven, who were not ſoli- 
taries, nor remarkable for the ſeve- 
rity of their mortifications. 
Son of God, the model of every 
perfection, diſplayed no forbidding 


auſterity of manners. Thouſands, 


whoſe names are written in heaven, 
the Almighty formed for his own in 
a common and ordinary manner of 


life; and, when he introduced them 


into his kihgdom, he did not ſay to 
them: © Becauſe. you have done ; 


things great and aſtoniſhing in 


* the eyes of the world, I will give 
45 pan a great reward: but he ſaid: 
Well 


> : 
r 
MS 5 


to) 


becauſe thou haſt been faithful over a 
few things, 1 will ſet thee over many 
things; enter thou into n 10 of wy 

Lord®. 
But here lies the ann wtiddules, 


_ n you think of the Saints you 


are apt to conſider them as perſons; 
whoſe condition in the world 
was. entirely different from your 


your minds as almoſt a diſtinet or- 
der of beings. One would ſuppoſe 
you imagined; that, when they were 
upon earth, their heads were en- 
circled by thoſe rays of glory, with 


morals, the Saints were exaAly like 
Gs J you. 


* Mat xxv. 2 . 


ell done, good and faithful ſervant; 


own. You ſeem to figure them to 


\ 
/ 


which the painters have embelliſh- / 
ed their portraits. My brethren, in 
every thing, except, perhaps, their 


\ 
2 \ 
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you. You have a buſineſs to mind, 


cares to attend to, friends to oblige, 


(children to rear up and to provide 
for; ſo had they, at leaſt, many of 


them. You find it neceſſary to un- 
bend your minds with occaſional 
recreations; ſo did they. Your 


temper is often ruffled by croſſes, 


contradictions, and diſappointments; 
from theſe trials they were not ex- 
empted. Vou are expoſed to the 
dangers which are attendant on 
wealth, on an exalted ſtation and 


extenſive poſſeſſions; or you are 
involved in misfortunes, forced to 
drink of the cup of ſorrow, and to 
taſte all the bitterneſs of diſtreſs: in 
theſe particulars too there have been 


many Saints who reſembled you. 


What was it, then, that made them 


Saints ? Ah! my brethren, here it 


is indeed your intereſt to be' well 


* 


informed. | 


k 


„„ 
informed. They were Saints, be- 
cauſe they diſcharged all the duties 
of their ſtation, and diſcharged them 
well Saints: becauſe,” while they 
were buſied in attending to the con- 
cerns of this life, they had an eye 
on the great concerns of eternity: 
becauſe to the care of their periſſable 
bodies they united the care of their 
immortal ſouls: becauſe they joined 
the love of their huſbands, wives, 
children, families, and friends, to the 
love of the celeſtial Bridegroom— 

Saints: becauſe Religion was the 
principle, which animated all their 
labours, which ſanQified and enno- 
bled all their actions Saints: be- 
cauſe, at the ſame time, they ren- 
dered to each one that which was 
his due; obedience to thoſe whom 
God had appointed to rule over 

them in Church, or in State; affa- 
1 1 bility 


| ( 26) 
bility to their inferiours; teſpeAful 
ſubmiſſion to their ſuperiours; be- 
nevobent aſſiſtance to thoſe who 
were in need of it; juſtice and 
charity to all men, from a feeling 


conviftion, that to all men, without 


exception, they oed juſtice and 
charity — Saints: becauſe they 
calmly ſubmitted to the will of God; 
'wete content in their tatidn; without 
ambition, ſtrangers to intrigue, en- 
vious of no one's proſperity, faith- 
ful to their friends, generous to 
their enemies, grateful for favours 
received, patient in affliction. By 
theſe amiable qualities, which make 
men the delight of all thoſe with = 
whom they have any connection, 
uſeful to ſociety, and ornaments to 
the age in which they live by theſe 
qualities, theſe endearing accom- 
pliſnments, actuated and enforced 
f 


by divine love, they gained the ap- 
probation and eſteem of the eternal, 
the unerring Judge of merit, and 
were entitled to an n. in, 

his kingdom. 

That kingdom is yours on "yy 
ame conditions. Therefore be ye \ 
followers of the Saints, as they were 

alſo of Chriſt, | Let it no longer de” | 
ſaid by the adverſaries of your relis 
gion, that your devotion to the 
friends of God is carried no farther, 
chan certain demonſtrations of re- 
ſpect for their memories, ſetting 
apart ſome days devoted to their ho- 
nour, or imploring the aid of their 2 
interceſſion. Truly, my friends, if 
you practiſe not the virtues of the 
Saints, if your conduct ſtand in di- 
rect oppoſition to theirs, your zeal 
for their honour can be only af- 
letted, and your devotion i is a kind 
| 5 of 


TS 


N U 
a 8 4 : 
a % E "MN 


of mockery, injurious both to the 
Saints, and to the God of the Saints. 
| / Tf you wiſh to convince thoſe, who 
diſſent from your communion, of 
the utility of the prattice of the 
Catholic Church in honouring the 
Saints, you muſt let the fruits of the 
inſtitution appear in your conduct. 
Show forth in your lives the zeal 
and fervour of the Apoſtles, the 
patience and conſtancy of the Mar- 
tyrs, the purity of the Virgins, the 
temperance, the meekneſs and hu- 
mility of the Confeſſors. Let your 
modeſty, your love of recollection, 
your contempt for worldly emolu- 
ments, and your longings after im- 
mortality, prove, that you cordially 
love, and fincerely -honour the vir- 
tues of the Saints. By this method 
you can teſtify your veneration for 
them, far more unequivocally, than 
| by 
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by any ker devotional rasten 


Nay, this is the only true mode of 


teſtifying it: ſince all other praQti- 
ces were only deſigned to lead you 
on to the imitation of their vir- 
tues. 

And now, my beloved friends, 
vile all human things are fluctuat- 
ing around you, and the figure of 
this world is paſſing rapidly away, I 
moſt earneſtly exhort you to bear 
conſtantly in mind, that you have 
not here a permanent dwelling 
place; but, that you are fellow-citi- 
zens with the Saints, and the domeſtics 


\ 


| 


„% God. Heaven is your true 


country, and the ſeat of all your poſ- 
ſeſſions and comforts. In this world 
you are but ſtrangers and pilgrims. 
Oh: hat MT few in all the 
F CI 
tr | 
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various ſcenes of this life —look 
forward, with a cheering: hope, to- 
wards that happy day, which will 
introduce you intothe bright abodes 
of immortality. When a man is 
detained in a cruel exile, does he 
not with to return to his native 
- land? When toſſed about on a tu. 
multuous ocean, does not his heart 
pant aſter a proſperous gale that may 
wiaſt him to the embraces. of thoſe 
that are dear to him? Ahl my 
brethren, a numeroustribe of friends 
and relatives await us in the bleſ- 
ſed Jeruſalem, ſecure of their own 
happineſs, ſolicitous only for ours, 
and ſtretching out their affectionate 
hands to draw us to their bleſſed 
fociety. Be it then the firſt, the 
warmeſt, wiſh: of your hearts to 
haſten, to them, by rapidly advan- 
cing in the paths of virtue, that, 
54 0 


Car); 


with them, you may be inveſted 
with thoſe white robes, which no- 
thing ſhall ever defile, may bear in 
your hands the palms of victory, 
may have your brows encireled KT 
with unfading laurels, and ſing 


melodious, AN: of Jubilarige 
for endleſs ages. 
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SERMON II. 
THE CIR CUMCISI ON. 


On the, Means of obtaining inte- 
riour Peace. 88 8 


The grace of God our Saviour hath 
appeared to all men, inſtructing us, 
that, denying ungodlineſs, and world- 
ly defires, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
and juſtly, and godly in this world. 
PT It Co ii. v. 1. | 


\ Y HEN the grace col God our 
Saviour appeared to all men, by the 
birth of Jeſus into the world, the 
nations 0 the earth enjoyed a pro- 

5 found 


ä 
found and univerſal peace. The 
Roman Empire had ſubjedcted to its 


E _ dominion by far the greater part 8 123 


the known and habitable regions of 
the globe; and the vanquiſhed pro- 
vinces tamely ſubmitted to wear the 
yoke which their proud Conquerors 


had impoſed upon them. Rome 


herſelf, after ſo many civil diſſen- 
ſions, which had depopulated her 
Empire, and deluged Europe and 


F Aſia with the blood of her citizens, 


| had begun to enjoy an interval of 
repoſe, and found, in her ſubjection 
to the authority of Auguſtus, that 
comfortable tranquillity, which, in 
the days of her boaſted liberty, ſhe 
had never experienced. 

. The world, therefore, was, at that 


ums no longer agitated and con- 


vulſed by exteriour diſſenſions and 
Pars: but its inhabitants, unen- 
„ . 3 


g 


630 
enlightened by divine wiſdom, be- 
wildered in the darkneſs of igno- 
rance, hurried on inthe purſuit of 
vicious pleaſures, and victims of 
their own unjuſt and violent paſ- 
ſions, experienced within their own 
breaſts the moſt diſtracting tumults 
and cruel conflicts. Abandoned by 
the juſt judgment of God to the 
| blindneſs of their own underſtand- 
ings, and to the perverſity of their 
own defires, and torn in pieces * 

the multiplicity and contrariety of 
their own irregular propenfities, 
they could find no interiour repoſe, 
and, even when they wiſhed for 
peace of ſoul, they ſought for it on- 
ly among thoſe very objets, which 
were the fource of all their alarms 
and diſquietudes. 
| (Philoſophy boaſted, that ſhe could 
give peace to her diſciples; but that 3 
univerſal 


„ 0 


dutvecſal ſtillneſs of the paſſions, | 
that calmneſs of ſoul, which they ſo 
pompouſly and fo impoſingly de- 
ſcribe; as conſtituting the character 
of a wile man, might ſometimes 
help them to check the ſallies of vi- 
tious paſhon, but {till left all its poi- 
ſon in the heart. The precepts of the 
Stoicks taught their fol lowers to maſk 
the outſide; but, under the reſpec- 
table appearance of philoſophic 
compoſure, human nature ſtill re- 
mained, defiled by all its corrup- 

tions, and tormented by all its anxie- 

At length Chriſt Jeſus deſce pded 
upon the earth to give peace to the 
= children of men. He brought with 
% | him a {overeign remedy, and applied 
i to the evils which deftroy our 
Y | Peace. That remedy, my brethren, is 
= Aaſpiritval circumciſion, a circumciſion 
| D 2 Which 


SERMON II. 


THE CIRCUMCISION. : 


on the Means of obtaining _—__ 
riour Peace. 1 


The grace of God our Saviour hath 
appeared to all men, inſtructing us, 
that, denying ungodlineſs, and world- 
h defires, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
and juſtly, and godly in this world. 
Tit. c. ii. v. 0 


\ ' HEN the grace . God our 
Saviour appeared to all men, by the 


birth of Jeſus into the world, the 


nations > the earth enjoyed a pro- 
gf: "ond 


18 

ſound and univerſal peace. The 
Roman Empire had ſubjected to its 
dominion by far the greater part of 
the known and habitable regions of 
the globe; and the vanquiſhed pro- 
vinces tamely ſubmitted to wear the 
yoke which their proud Conquerors 


had impoſed upon them. Rome 


herſelf, after ſo many civil difſen- 
fions, which had depopulated her 
Empire, and deluged Europe and 
Aſia with the blood of her citizens, 


had begun to enjoy an interval of 


repoſe, and found, in her ſubjection 
to the authority of Auguſtus, that 
comfortable tranquillity, which, in 
the days of her boaſted liberty, ſhe 
had never experienced. 

The world, therefore, was, at that 
time, no longer agitated and con- 
vulſed by exteriour diſſenſions and 
wars; but its inhabitants, unen- 
e 'D lightened 


634) 
enlightened by divine wiſdom, be- 
wildered in the darkneſs of igno- 
rance, hurried on in the purſuit of 
vicious pleaſures, and victims of 
their own unjuſt and violent paſ- 
ſions, experienced within their own 
breaſts the moſt diſtrating tumults 
and cruel conflicts. Abandoned by 
the juſt judgment of God to the 
blindneſs of their own underſtand- 
ings, and to the perverſity of their 
own deſires, and torn in pieces by 
the multiplicity. and contrariety of 
their own. irregular propenfities, 
they could find no interiour repoſe, 
and, even when they wiſhed for 
peace of ſoul, they ſought for it on- 
ly among thoſe very objets, which 
were the ſource of all their alarms 
and difquietudess 
P hiloſophy boaſted; that ſhe could 
ou n to her diſciples; but that 
univerſal 


ap... © 
univerſal ſtillneſs of the paſſions, 
that calmneſs of ſoul, which they ſo 
pompouſly and fo impoſingly de- 
ſcribe, as conſtituting the character 
of a wiſe man, might ſometimes 
help them to check the ſallies of vi- 
tious paſſion, but fill left all its poi- 
ſon inthe heart. The precepts of the 
Stoicks taught their followers to maſk 
the outſide; but, under the reſpec- 
table appearance of philoſophic 
compoſure, human nature Kill re- 
mained, defiled by all its corrup- 
tions, and tormented by all its anxie- 
—.!. v 
At length Chrift Jeſus deſcended 
upon the earth to give peace to the 
children of men. He brought with 
him a ſovereign remedy, and applied 
it to the evils which deftroy our 
peace. That remedy, my brethren, is 
a ſpiritual ci rcumciſion, a circumciſion 
| = which 


in 


which was prefigured by the painful 


ceremony enjoined to the Jews, and, 
on this day, ſubmitted to by our 
divine Redeemer, that he might 
fulfil in himſelf, and might teach us 
to fulfil all juſtice: not that circum- 
ciſion, ſaith St. Paul, which ts out- 


ward in the fleſh, but the circumciſion 


of the heart in the ſpirit: a circum- 


ciſion, which conſiſts of a diſengage- 


ment of our affections, from the 
ſenſual delights, and from the riches. 
and dignities of this periſhable life. 
He ſaw, that voluptuoufneſs, ambi- 
tion and avarice were the parents of 


all the diſquietudes and affliktions 


| 
ot 


of men, and theſe by the circumci- 
fion preſcribed under the law of 
grace are retrenched from our 
hearts, that ſo we may enjoy an un- 
diſturbed repoſe. E 5 : 
"pr cot > ae Attend, 
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{97 9 
-- Attend, therefore, my brethren, 
and learn of Jeſus the ways of 
peace. For this end, let us, in the 
firſt place, conſider What is the na- 
ture of interiour peace; ſecondly, 
What are the cauſes which uſually 
deſtroy it, and, thirdly, the efficacy 
of a ſpiritual circumciſion, in ſecur- 
ing to our ſouls chat invaluable 
bleſling. 

I. Interiour peace is that happy 
ſituation, in which the ſoul, engaged 
by ſome pleaſurable affections, or 
colletted within itſelf, is moved by 
no troubleſome deſires, and actuated 
by no ungovernable paſſions, which 
force it to enter into conteſt with 
the deſires and paſſions of others. 
It is true, that every deſire muſt be 
accompanied by ſome ſort of diſqui- 
etude;. becauſe it ſuppoſes the ab- 
ſence of the object which we wiſh 
| D 3 „ 
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to poſſeſs. But ſuch diſquietude is 
not an evil, and does not deſtroy 
the peace of the ſoul, when the ob- 


Jet of our deſire is innocent, and is 


attainable without difficulty; ox 
when the livelineſs of hope carries 
us on to its attainment with fuch 
vigour and rapidity, that we regard 


not the obſtacles which oppoſe our 
progreſs. Deſire is the main ſpring 
of our hearts. We ſhould ever re- 


main in a ftate of ination, were 
there not ſomething to excite 


_ defire, and prompt us to change 
our ſituation. Man, even in the 


Rate of innocenee, and when he had 
full command over his paſſions, was 
aktuated by deſires. They were ne- 
ceſſary to his being. Without them 
he could not have taſted the pure 
pleaſure, which the beneficence of MK 


(39 ) 


the Creator hath attached to the 
uſe of his creatures. 

It is not, therefore, the excluſion 
of deſires, but moderation in deſires, 
which. is the ſource of peace, Men 
might be happy, were they but con- 
tent to ſatisfy their real wants; did 
they liſten to the cravings of nature 
only, and ſubject themſelves to its 
laws. Innocent ſatisfactions, which 
coſt much leſs than others, would 
then in every ſituation be multipli- 
ed around them, and vould conti- 
nually relieve and comfort their 
hearts. They would be without 
fear of being deprived of them, 
without regret for having enjoyed 
them. Their peace with their fel- 
low creatures, and the happineſs of 
ſociety, would be grounded on a con- 
tempt for ſuperfluities, which is 
the moſt ſolid and durable founda- 
VO 5 tion. 
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tion. Neceſſary enjoyments would 
be ever attainable, without violence 
or injuſtice. The ſupreme Ruler of 
the univerſe pours them forth be- 
fore our feet. Each returning year, 
the earth yields abundant ſupplies 
for all our real wants; and, prodigal 
of every gift which can make men 
happy, ſeems to be parſimonious 
only in the diſpoſing of that ſuper- 
fluity which may vitiate their 
e EY Os” 

But Wee eee and ſimple, 
innocent enjoyments, the irregular 
paſſions of men have created for 
them a multitude of artificial wants, 
and an inſatiable avidity aſter unne- 
ceſſary objects, which are a ſource 
of never-ending difquietudes in 
their hearts. Hence ariſe all the 
inventions and refinements of va- 
| nity 1 — Hence that eager- 
ö nels 
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| neſs for the attainmenl of ſuperflui- 
ties, which are a torment to thoſe 
who poſſeſs them, and a temptation 
to thoſe who are deprived of them. 
This craving after unneceſſary, and 
: frequently only imaginary, enjoy- 
ments, deſtroys the peace of the 
ſoul, and breaks out into external 
effects, which render human life a 
ſcene of jarring intereſts, diſcords, 
antipathies, and mutual hatreds. 
The paſſion of the ſoul, which is 
the moſt deſtructive of our peace, 
is the love of pleaſure. When di- 
rected towards its proper obje&, 
which 1s the enjoyment of our ſove- 
reign good, its exceſſes are never 
to be apprehended. Then it gives 
energy to all the operations of the 
heart, and calls forth all its active 
powers. But, when it bends to- 


: wards the purſuit of ſenſual. de- 
lights, 


8 


Abe every pꝓrecaution is neceſſary 
for reſtraining it within juſt limits. 
Lively, tumultuous, ardent, as the 


fre which it enkindles in the veins, 


it diſturbs the ſoul in all its .func- 
tions, and baniſſies that compoſure 
of mind, in which wiſdom exerciſes 
her calm dominion; Its exceſſes 
are ever attended by diſguſt, lan- 
guor, ſtupidity or brutal fury; and 
theſe give place to that fell remorſe 
which corrodes the heart after eve- 
xy criminal indulgence. When 
once a man bas unfortunately ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be enſlaved by ſome 
violent paſſion, from that moment 
reſlection is his torment; he dares 
not view himſelf; he chooſes rather 
to ſuffer all the miſeries of ini- 
quity, than to follow that light of 
reaſon, which would cauſe him to 
bluſh: at his 9 and to weep | 


Over 
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over his crimes. Need I paint out 
to you the deſolation which is 
brought on the world by a blind 
and furious propenſity to ſenſual 
enjoyments? Honor, repoſe; for- 


tune, reputation, abilities fitted to 


adorn the higheſt ſtations, the no- 
bleſt powers of the mind, all ſacri- 
ficed at the ſhrine of low ſenſuality. 
A Trouble, affiction and ignominy 
carried into the boſom of ſo many 
once virtuous and happy families. 
E theſe are the trophies of ſenſua- 
lity. Thus, co-operating with the 
enemies of God and man, it degrades 
human nature, and blaſts every o- 
pening proſpett of felicity. 
The love of - riches is another 
paſſion moſt fatal to the peace of 
our ſouls. It is a paffion which all 
our other propenſities contribute to 
nouriſh within us. We are eager 
to 
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to accumulate wealth, becauſe it 
miniſters to our ſenſual pleaſures, 
to our taſte for diſtinction, parade 
and pomp, and opens before us the 
flattering career of earthly ambi- 


tion. But the difficulty of amaſſing 


riches multiplies our pains and toils; 


and, when they are acquired, the 
fear of loſing them keeps us in con- 


tinual alarms. Every  frightful 


monſter, which can appear in the 


world, to deſtroy the happineſs of 
human beings, may be engendered 


by the inordinate love of riches. 


be covetous wretch is ever in 
alarms and anxieties. He is afraid 
to furniſh himſelf with even the 
neceſſaries of life.” Deaf to the 
cries of indigence, he is ſo far from 
compaſſionating other mens ſor- 
rows, that he is armed with cruelty 
7 * himſelf. "OR oppreſ- 
£3 fon, 
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gon, violence are the conſtant at- 
tendants on. his ſordid paſſion. But 
it would be ſuperfluous to enter in- 
to any minute detail of the melan- 
choly train of evils by which it is 
conſtantly followed: for the expe- 
rience of all ages makes it fully 
evident, that the reign of covetouſ- 
neſs is the triumph of every vice. 
III. We will, therefore, turn 
away our eyes from ſcenes ſo diſ- 
treſſing and diſgraceful to our being, 
and proceed to view the efficacy of 
the means which Jeſus recommends 
to us for ſecuring our innocence and 
our peace. To invite us to that 
ſpiritual circumciſion, which re- 


trenches from our hearts all inordi- 


nate love of ſenſual pleaſures, and 
requires a prudent reſerve even in 
the lawful gratifications of ſenſe and 
appetite,” Jeſus is born, in ſuf. 
ferings. Sorrow begins that life, 
| et which 
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effarily conneQed with our happi- 
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which ſorrow ſhalt ever accompany, 


gin to ſtream from his eyes, the 
moment that he opens them to re- 
ceivè the light. A ſtable, expoſed 
to the inclemency of the ſeaſon, is 


the dwelling of the Maſter of the 


world. He, moreover, on the eighth 


day of his earthly exiſtence, ſubmits 


to be circumciſed, according to the 


painful rite of the Moſaic diſpenſa- 


tion, from which, being not only 
innocent, but incapable of _ he 
was undoubtedly exempt. 
'Learn, my beloved, from theſe 


alſeQing conſiderations, that ſuffer- 


ings are no obſtacle to true felicity ; 
that peace can be found only in re- 
trenching. or moderating, our in- 
clinations to ſenſual indulgence. 
If the luxuries of this life were ne- 


F 

"4 

_ nels, 
| 1 
* 


(( 70 
neſs, Jeſus, who came to make us 
happy, would have been born in 
one of thoſe magnificent palaces, 
which are erected by human opu- 
lence and human pride, and deco- 
rated with all the ſuperb and coſtly 
ornaments which art has at any 
time invented. If ſenſual pleaſures 
could give peace to our hearts, with- 
out doubt they would all have 
ſported round the cradle of the in- 
fant Jeſus, the Prince of peace, who. 
was born among men to dire& their 
feet into the ways of peace. Oh! my 
friends, the ſight of the objeR before 
us ſhould make even moderation it- 
felf more moderate; ſhould cauſe 
us to view every ſenſual indul- 
gence with a ſuſpicious eye, as be- 
ſet with temptations and perils, and 
to tremble leſt every pleaſure be 
id the blooming and inviting 
SHS lower, 
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flower, under which may lie con- 
cealed ſome poiſonous ſerpent intent 
on our deſtruction. O40 

Io retrench from dur hearts the 
defeniiing paſſion for riches, [eſus 
appears in the world in a ſtate of 
voluntary poverty. The Lord, by 
whom all things exiſt ; the Creator, 
who gives to the earth continually 
renewed fecundity ;. who adorns the 
fields with all their beauties; whoſe 
hand rears up each flower, plant, and 
fruit-bearing tree; who forms with- 
in the bowels of the earth the filver 
and golden ore, who feeds the birds 
of the air, and clothes the lilies of 
the field with {ſplendor and beauty; 
chooſes to depend on the bounty of 
his creatures for the prefervation of 
his own life. The world will 
ſcarcely grant him an aſylum. The 
Sovereign: of the univerſe hath not 
where 
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where to repoſe his "9M » The, 
opulent deſpiſe him, and refuſe him 

ſuccour. The indigent, prompted 
by their own experience of miſery 
to compaſſionate others woes, pity 
him, and wiſh, but are not able to 


_ relieve him. The fondneſs of his 


tender mother has n, tears to be- 
ſtow. 

Chriſtians, when you behold le- 
ſus in ſuch a ſituation, have riches 
any longer a charm in them, which 
18 capable of ſeducing your ſouls ? 
You that abound with affluenge— 
. you who have ſcarcely a wiſh but 
what you have the means of in- 
ſtantly gratifying—can you look on 
Jeſus, without undervaluing all ſuch 
extrinſic and ſuperficial advantages? 
without conceiving contemptuous 
ideas of all diſtinctions, but ſuch as 
are conferred by wiſdom and vir- 
be Ta =: . : ue.£ 


63e 


tue ? Surely, if the violence of paſ- 
fon have not extinguiſhed the light 
of reaſon in your minds, you muſt 
ſee in the cleareſt evidence, that 
extenſive poſſeſſions are not neeeſ- 
ſary to the exiſtence of happineſs, 
are not the harbingers of peace. 
No: the voluntary poverty of the 
eternal Word of God, convinces 
the children of men, that ſuperflui- 


ties are not in themſelves real blef. 


fings, but become ſo, only when em- 


| ployed for the uſes, for which 


Providence hath put them into your 
hands. But what are thoſe uſes, my 
brethren? Certainly, no other, than 
to alleviate miſery, to ſuccour indi- 
gence, to ſmooth the brow of anxi- 
ous and deſponding care, and to 
light up a ſmile in the countenance 
of the dejetted and afflicted. 
PREY 22 Kid. 
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- And, you, my poor brethren, who 
are confined to the lowly walks of 
life, who enjoy no very cheering 
proſpects, whoſe days are a painful 
continuance of toil and drudgery, 
when you contemplate Jeſus in the 
myſtery of his circumciſion, when 


you ſay to your own hearts: © Be- 


© hold! this poor ſuffering infant 
* is he, who is the ſource of every 


: . delight whieh 18 enjoyed in hea- | 
* Ven and on earth! And why is he 


in this painful, diſtreſſed and, 


« humble ſtate ? Why } To give | 
« me comfort: to make me ſatisfied 


« in my lowly condition: to re- 
« preſs my riſing ſighs: to dry up 
« the current of my weak and un- 
« chriſtian tears.” With theſe re- 
flections preſent to your minds, 
will you not begin even to 
love the ſituation in which he hath 
A placed 
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placed you ?—will you not conſole 
/ yourſelves under all its uneaſineſſes 
with this pleaſing aſſurance, that he, 
\ who, for ends ever ' preſent to his 
eternal mind, ends deſigned by un- 
erring wiſdom and the moſt ſincere 
and tender love, hath allotted to 
the poor their inferior fituations in 
life, will, in his good time, turn your 
ſorrows into joy; and, in conſe- 
quence of your placid reſignation 
to his appointments, conduct you to 
that felicity, of which he ſeems to 
have given you a pledge, by cloth- 
ing you, as it were, with his own li- 
very, and placing you in the very 
circumſtances, which his infinite 
| wiſdom hath pointed out as the 
_ guardians of peace and virtue. 
In a word, my brethren; and this 
( obſervation. I recommend to the 
attention of you all, whether your 


rank 
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Yank in life be diſtinguiſhed, or 
mean, in the eyes of men; there 
can be but two methods of making 
you happy; and thoſe are, either 
the ſatisfying of all your deſires, or 
the reſtraining of them, by a cir- 
cumciſion of the heart, within pro- 
per limits. The projett of ſatisfy- 
ing all the deſires, of which our 
hearts are ſuſceptible is vain and 
chimerical. The defires of the 
heart of man are unbounded, and, 
in ſome ſenſe, infinite: and all cre- 


ated objects are neceſſarily finite 


and circumſcribed within very nar- 
row boundaries. The attainment 
of any object, in which we promiſe 
.ourſelves happineſs, only opens to 
our view another deſirable ſome- 
thing, in a diſtant proſpeQ, and 
prompts us to reſume our labour, 
that we may acqure that likewiſe, 
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and ſo on, to the utter excluſion of 


ment. Therefore, in proportion 


as our ſuperfluities are multiplied, 


our wiſhes, troubles and anxieties 


are multiplied with them. 

But Jeſus takes the only effectual 
method to give us peace. He pre- 
ſcribes ſor our uneaſineſſes a reme- 
dy which reaches the inmoſt receſ- 
ſes of our ſouls. His doftrines are 
not like thoſe refined diſquiſitions, 
and eloquent declamations, which 


_ amuſe and delight our minds, but | 


heal not the wounds 'of our hearts, 
By his inſtructions and divine ex- 
ample he repreſſes all the ſwellings 
of human pride; combats bur. rebel. 
lious paſſions; regulates our affec- 


tions; and exalts us to an indepen- 


dence on thefe paſſing enjoy ments, 
which, whether Joſt or retained, 
| prove 
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prove equally a torment to thoſe 
whoſe affections are fixed upon 


them. From him we learn, that 


the man who is content with inno- 
cent and moderate ſatisfactions e- 
ſcapes a variety of diſappointments 


and miſeries; that he who is ſatis- 


fied with the approbation of heaven, 
may be truly great and renowned; 
that he, who wiſhes for no more 
than a mediocrity of fortune, may, 
in general, be eaſily rich and happy; 
that the retrenching of ſuperflui- 
ties, temperance in the purſuit of 
pleaſures, and a contempt for earth- 
ly riches and honorable diſtinctions, 
ate eſſential to the conſtituting of 
human happineſs; that, when once 
we paſs the boundaries marked out 


by the {evangelical law, all on the 


other ſide is filled with trouble, tu- 
mult, diſtreſs and guilt. . 
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My brethren, it is now time for 
us to ſhake off that lethargy in 
which our faith has been hitherto 


Julled; it is ſurely time to rouſe 
ourſelves to activity and vigour in 


contending for an inheritance in 


God's everlaſting kingdom. JU? is 
now the hour for us to rife from ſleep*. 
It is time, that denying ungodlineſs, 


and worldly defires, we ſhould live ſo- 


-berly, and juſtly, and godly, in this 
world, looking for the bleſſed hope, and 
coming of the glory of the great God 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 

deem us from all iniquity, and might 


cleanſe to himſelf a people acceptable, 
a purſuer of good workst,, We, this 


day, enter upon a new year. It is 
more than probable, that the ſove- 


* Rom. xiii. + Tit. ii. 12, 


CH) 
reign Arbiter of life and death hath 
determined, that ſome of my preſent 
hearers, who begin this year, ſhall ( 
not hve to fee it completed. If 
any individual of thoſe who now 
liſten to me were aſſured that he is 
of that number; if I could ſay to 
him with authority from God: ( 
„Take heed to yourſelf, Chriſtian 
Eo brother, your laſt hour ap- 
« proaches; in the courſe of this 
e year, your ſoul will be demanded 
at your hands: ere the ſucceed- / 
« ing twelve months ſhall have e- 
* lapſed, you muſt appear before 
the tremendous tribunal of God's 
« juſtice, to give an account of your / 
* condudt in life:”—If I could ſay 
this, ſo as to give him a clear evi- 
dence of the truth of my convitction: f 
- Oh! then I ſhould have no difficul- 
ty in bringing him to that circumci- 7 
po: SD lion 
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cifion of heart, which I have juſt 


been recommending. What an 
impreſſion would be made upon his 


mind by the ſentence of death thus 


pronounced upon bim! Filled with 
this awful idea, „it is the laſt year 
* of my life!” What pious reſolu- 
tions would he inſtantly form! with 
what ſentiments of compunttion 
would he return home from hearing 
this diſcourſe! what an alteration 


would take place in the whole ſyſ- 


tem of his conduct! Would he be 


thinking of his fortune? Would 
his mind any longer dwell with com- 
-placence on the image of his luxu- 
rious and criminabpleaſures? 

I aſſurance of our approaching diſſo- 

lution, is not the very uncertainty, 

in which ve live, ſufficient for pro- 

-ducing in us the ſame effects Let 


Ah! Chriſtians, without the ſame 


us, 
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us, then, from this moment, have, 
like the royal Prophet, our ſoul con- 
tinually in our hands :* that is, let us 
be ever ready to depart out of this 
world, and to preſent ourſelves be- 
fore God. This year may be mark- 
ed out as the term of our earthly. 
pilgrimage ; - but, be the event what 
it may, let us ſanctify this year; let 
us make it a year of ſalvation. It 
will paſs rapidly away: but that, 
which ſhall never paſs away, is the 
eternal recompence which 1s pro. 
miſed to ara viſtuous man. 


THE EPIPHAN Y. 


On the Leſſons to be learned from 
the ConduR of the Wiſe- men. 


When Jeſis u was born in Bethlehem 
of Fuda, m the days of King He- 
rod, behold there came Wi iſe-men : 
from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſaying : 

_ Where is he that is born King of the 

' = Fews? For we have ſeen his ſtar 

in ihe Eaſt, and are come lo adore 

him. Mat. c. ii. v. 1. 


Tur conduct of theſe Wiſe. 
men, Who came to pay their homage 


to 


{ 61 } 
to the Saviour of the world, is held 
out to us in the ſacred writings, as 
a model of that lively faith, and of 
that ready correſpondence with the 
graces of Heaven, which ſhould 
diſtinguiſh all thoſe, who have been 
enlightened by divine truth, and 
called to the profeſſion of the Chri- 
ſtian belief. The Almighty, who 
draws the hearts of men to himſelf 
by means ever proportioned to their 
capacities and ſituations, invited the 
Jewiſh people to Bethlehem by the 
miniſtry of an Angel. But, as the 
Gentiles, in the Oriental Countries, 
were much given to obſerving the 
motions of the planets and the phe- 
nomena of the heavenly: bodies, he 
Vas pleaſed to excite the attention 
of the Wiſe men by: cauſing an ex- 
traordinary ſtar to appear in the 
Eaſt, which raiſed their admiration, 


Da - | while 
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_ while he ſhed upon their minds a 
yet brighter light, which guided 
Wem to ſeſus, the hope and conſo- 
lation of the children of men. 
At that time, the mercies of Hea- 
ven were extended alſo to us. We 
ſhould have been but little benefit- 
ed by the birth of Chriſt upon the 
earth, had his gracious diſpenſations 
in favour of mankind been commu- 
nicated to the Jews only. In that 
caſe, we, who are deſcendants of the 
Gentiles, ſhould ſtill have continued 
to groan under the cruel tyranny of 
fin and death. But the ſun of ju- 


ſtice would not exclude us from his 


enlivening influence, from the par- 
\ ticipation of his manifold: bleflings. 
The grace of God our Samour hath 
appeared to all men. We enjoy the 
light of that ſtar which ſhone for the 
Mimi, and, by following its 
0 63 5 
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guidance with the zeal and courage 
which they diſplayed, we may come 
to Jeſus, and find in him the com- 
pletion of all our defires, a remedy: 
for all our infirmities, and the full- 
neſs of wiſdom and happineſs. 

Ifay; if we ſet out in purſuit of 
our Redeemer, with a zeal and cou- 
rage fimilar to theirs. Becauſe, al- 
though the ſtar which appeared in 
the Eaft, was viſtble, not only to the 
Wiſe-men, who happily obeyed its 
ſummons, but alſo. to all the inhabi- 
tants of their country, yet only 
theſe three were condutted by it to 
Chriſt Jeſus. The reſt contented 
themſelves with gazing, and expreſ- 
ling their aſtoniſhment at ſo unuſual 
an appearance, and then returned 
to their former engagements of bu- 
ſineſs or pleaſure; or elfe, if they 
. chemſelves time for ſerious 

n reflection? 
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tn if they had an idea, 
that it pointed out to them the de- 
fired of all Nations: —an idea, which 
from antient traditions, and from 
the prophecy concerning the ſtar 
of Jacob, they might have eaſily 
conceived; — yet they were diſ- 
mayed at the proſpect of the diffi- 
culties which they ſhould have to 
encounter in their journey to him, 
and ſo yielded to the allurements of 
indolence, and to the influence of 


* affeftions. 2 


Thus, my, brethren, it frequently 


| Wen that, for want of a faithful 


correſpondence on our parts, the 
light of Heaven ſerves only to en- 
creaſe our darkneſs. Yes; if we 


wiſh to ſecure the ſalvation of our 


ſouls, if our hearts pant after the 
delights and glories of immortality, 


we mult emulate the generous cou- 


rage 


065 
rage of the Wiſe-men: like them, 
we muſt brave every difficulty, and 


triumph over every obſtacle in our 


way to Jeſus. - Therefore, let us 
place their example before our eyes. 
For this end, we will, this day, at- 
tentively confider the difficulties 
which oppoſed: their progreſs, and 
the zeal and conſtancy of foul by 
which they ſurmounted them. 
I. When the Wiſe-men beheld 
the ſtar in the heavens, and found 
themſelves interiourly excited to 
go in ſearch of him, whoſe birth it 
announced to. the: world, the firſt 
difficulty that muſt naturally have 
preſented itſelf to their minds, aroſe 
from the conſideration of the vari- 
ous uncertainties, to which they 
ſhould expoſe themſelves, in taking 
ſo ſingular a ſtep. They were men 
of diſtinguiſhed rank among their 
73 F Own 
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_ own people, they lived in a ſtyle of 
dignity and affluence, and enjoyed 
all the conveniencies and eomforts 
of life. In the Eaſt were all their 
connections, ſocieties and friend- 
ſhips. To go to Jeruſalem, in fearch 
ol the new-born King, was to leave 

at once their poſſeflions and plea- 


ſures, at the hazard of never more 


returning into their own country, 


the land in which their affections 
had hitherto centered. Theſe re- 


flections which they muſt naturally 
have made previous to their under- 
taking the journey, might have 
been, in the firſt inſtance, ſufficient- 
I diſheartening to "ou a _ to the 
enterprize. 7 
Think then, what bene ber 
their aſtoniſhment! How muſt their 
reſolution have been ſhaken! when, 
arriving at Jeruſalem, they perceiv- 
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ed, that the King, whom they had 
ught through ſo many perils and 
toils, had not even been heard of 
by the principal inhabitants of the 
country in which he was born! 
when, coming to Bethlehem, in- 
ſtead of a royal palace, they were 
introduced into a ſtable; inſtead 
of a bed of ſtate, they beheld him 
laid in a manger; inſtead of ſeeing 
him attended by a ſplendid train of 
courtiers, they found his whole re- 
tinue to conſiſt of a few mean per- 
ſons, in a hovel deſigned only as a 
ſhelter for beaſts from the inclemen- 
cy of the ſeaſon! | 
Still, though aſtoniſhed, theyin were 

not diſconcerted. They proſtrated 
themſelves before him, paid him 
their homage, and made him their 
_ offerings, as to their King and their 
vw Here, my beloved . 

F 2 you 
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you may indeed admire the power 
of divine grace in thoſe ſouls which 
faithfully correſpond with its inſpi- 
rations. © The light of faith had 
cauſed in the minds of theſe men a 
full conviction, that Heaven had 
commanded them to go to Bethle- 
hem, - in ſearch: of the newborn 
King, and they were perſuaded, 
that however great were the enjoy- 
ments, which they relinquiſhed, or 
dear the connections, from which 
they were to be ſeparated, his 
friendſhip was worth them all, and 
infinitely more. The proſpett of 
the honour and advantages, which 
would be:derived to them from his 
patronage, alleviated their pains, 
cheered them up under every diffi- 
culty, and made it ſweet to labour 
and ſuffer in ſo noble anundertak- 
ing. 3 dame to Bethlehem, 
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though: naturally ſhocked to find 
him in a condition ſo oppoſitę td 
all their ideas of power and great- 
neſs, yet they paid him their moſt 
profound homage, adoring the eter- 
nal and incomprehenſible wiſdom 
of God, and bowing down their un- 
derſtandings in. humble ſubmiſſion 
to his decrees. and - appointments. 
The diſpenſations of divine Provi- 
dence were to them overcaſt with 
impenetrable clouds; but they knew 
that very circumſtance would en- 


hance the merit of their faith and 
obedience. They truſted, that, if 
they ſuffered themſelves to be guid- 
ed by the fainter rays of light which 
they then enjoyed, they ſhould gra- 
dually advance towards a brighter 
day, in which the myſterious deſigns 
of the Lord would be; lee un- 
folded.; 
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\ Ob! Chriſtians, we likewiſe have 
| been long invited to go to our Re- 


deemer, to give him our hearts, to 


devote ourſelves to his ſervice. 
We have no room for perplexity 


and uncertainty as the Wiſe-men 


had. We have his ſacred oracles, 


which contain the words of eternal 
life. We have for our guide the 
infallible authority of his viſible 
Church. In our baptiſm, the gift 
of faith was infuſed into our ſouls; 
and, at the firſt dawn of 'our reaſon, 


we were taught to place our hopes | 


in Jeſus, as the author of all our 


good, the giver of every excellent 


gift. We are not commanded to 
leave our country, and to enter up- 
on a long and tedious journey, in 
order to approach to the Author of 
our happineſs. We have bim pre- 
ſent to us in every clime, in every 

region 


I 1 
region of * earth. We have him 
preſent on our altars, in a myſtery 


of love. He dwells in the very 


centre of our ſouls. We are not 

neceſſitated to abandon our poſſeſ- 
ſions, our ſtate and dignity, our 
connections and friendſhips. No: 


all that is required of us is, that we 


take off our affections from the pe- 
riſhable things of this world, and 


place them upon infinite beauty 


and perfection; that we prefer vir- 
tue to every other good, and aſpire 
after the joys and gloties of eter- 
nity. wry. i 
Well then, my beloved friends, 


you, who have ſo few and ſo incon- 
ſiderable difficulties to encounter: 
 —you, who are ſo advantageouſly 


ſituated, who enjoy ſo many aids 
with which the Wiſe-men were un- 


alliſted ;—have you yet found jeſus? 
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Have you made your offerings to 
him? Do you now live by his faith 
and law? Have you reſigned your 


bodies and ſouls, your ſenſes and: 


faculties, your time and abilities to 
the diſpoſition of his adorable will? 
Have your hearts exulted at your 
near approach to him, as the hearts 
of. the Wiſe.men: did, who ſeeing his 
ſtar rejoiced with an exceeding great. 


joy ꝰ. Ah! were you not rather trou- 


bled as Herod was? Did you not 
dread his coming, as deſtructive of 
the. reign of concupiſcence and 


: worldly love. 


Perhaps, for a ſhort time, you 


| ae followed the guidance of the - 


heavenly light, and ſet out in ſearch 
of Jeſus, but the trifling oppoſition . 
which you met. with in the way, has 
driven you back: or, when you 


found him, you were diſguſted at his 


poverty, 
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poverty, his bumility, his ſelf-des 


nial, and returned to the purſuit 
of thoſe darling ſenſualities, riches 


and dignities, which, in the manger 


of Bethlehem, he teaches you to 
deſpiſe. ky $4 | r 
_- How inconſtant, alas! is the hu= 
man heart! The firſt rays of truth 
which fall upon our minds, inſpire 
us with heart-felt joy. In the occa- 
ſional moments of zeal and fervour 


we readily form to ourſelves new 
plans of conduct. Then virtue ap- 
| Pears arrayed in all her beauty; 
When ve arediſguſted with the ob- 


Jetts of our unlawful paſſions, or at- 


tracted to goodneſs by the charms 


of novelty, a change of life preſents 


to our fancy many pleaſing images. 


But frequently theſe are only mo- 


mentary; tranſports. When we re 


ceive the ſevere injunctions of vir- 
"32870 tue, 
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in ſpeculation; but before we ean be 


. (74) 
tue, we begin to think her leſs ami. 
able. Her ſmiles appear to be chan- 
ged into ſullenneſs of aſpedt. When 
we conſider the detail of duties 
which Religion preſcribes, the re- 
nunciations of unjuſt intereſts, the 
cruel ſeparation from objets hither. 
to. dear to our hearts, the ſelf-de- 
nials, the violences to be offered to 
corrupt nature; ah! then, like the 
young man mentioned in the Goſ- 
pel, we begin to be ſorrowful and go 
our way. Our paſſions, which had 
for a while ſubſided, again take the 
| alarm, and our reſolution ſhrinks 
from ways which ſeem to be diſmal, 
rough, painful and impaſſable to 
human weakneſs. Ves, my friends, 
it is eaſy, very eaſy to be Chriſtians 


followers of Jeſus in reality, there 


are "abies to break through, ineli- 
nations 


8 
nations to ſacrifice, and obligations 
to comply with, that are diſtreſſing 
to the feelings of fleſh and blood. 
It is true the kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffers violence, and the violent 
only bear it away. But is it not a 
prize well deſerving of all our pains 
to obtain it? Are the ſufferings of 
this preſent time any way worthy to 
be compared with the glory to come, 
chat ſhall be revealed in us? Oh! 
if we did but reaſon like the Wiſe- 
men, the ſight of difficulties would 
enkindle in our fouls a new. ardour 
to attack them, and inſpire us with 
freſh vigour to ſurmount them. 
Looking upon this world as a field 
of battle, in which we are contend- 
ing for an immortal crown, for an 
mnteritance incorruptible, and ande- 
filed, and that cannot fate, re Ain 
heaven for * we ſhould an with 
intrepid 


igen ſome, 
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intrepid minds through want, diſ- 
treſs, danger and pain, happy to be 
thus able to approve ourſelves to 


that eternal Being, to whom belong 


honour, glory, ſtrength and power, 
and who will reward his faithful 
ſervants, beyond the utmoſt limits 


of their deſires and conceptions. 


II. When you ſhall have deter- 
mid to leave all things, which are: 


incompatible | with the ſervice of 


your Saviour, and to attach your- 
felves wholly, to the obſervance. of 
his law, you will probably meet, 
with. a violent temptation in the 
railleries, and, mockeries-of the chil- 
dren of . this world. When the 
Wiſe-men were ſetting out in ſearch. 
of Chriſt Jeſus, no doubt they had 


this temptation.to encounter. Be- 


ſides the Wiſe-men, many perſons 
bald the ſtar in the heavens, 
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ſome; who would not ſuffer the truth 
to gain admiſſion to their minds, 
others, who endeavoured to extin- 


puiſh” a light, which they found 


troubleſome and painful to their 
corruption. Theſe would naturally 
make a party to treat the enter- 
prize of the Wiſe- men as a viſio 
nary ſcheme, and to ridicule it as 
the effect of bigotry and vain ſuper= 
ſition. | Methinks I ſee the little 
wits of that age laughing at the idea 
of concluding from the appearance 
of an extraordinary ſtar, that a great, 


perſonage was juſt born into the 


world, who was to _—_ over the 

nations of the earth. 

A temptation more common, 

more violent, or more pernicious 
than this does not exiſt. So weak 


is the human heart, that we are ter- 


0 at - the idea of being ſingular 
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in any perſuaſion or purſuit. Truth 
can with difficulty extort our appro- 
bation, unleſs we be ſupported by 
the concurrenee of others. When 
we act in ſuch manner as to coin- 
cide with the ſentiments of the ge- 


nerality of thoſe with whom we affa. | 


ciate, and when they give a ſanction 
to our meaſures and applaud our 
choice, we are alert and cheerful; 
but if they diſapprove, a damp falls 

upon our ſpirits ; if they deſpile and 
ridicule, we become languid, de- 
 jafted, undecided, and, in a ſhort 


; time, Rrougly! inclined to cloſe in 


with the prevailing opinion, though 
it ſubſcribe to that which we know 
to be ſull of injuſtice and. falſe- 
__ » To the aſſaults: of this kind of 

— the profeſſion. itſelf of 
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pofed. In our age, the ſpecious rea- 
ſonings of a falſe philoſophy, en- 
forced by the efforts of all the eor- 
rupt paſſions of the human heart, 
have ſo far impoſed on the under- 
ſtandings of men, that the doctrines 
of revelation, which to a diſpaſſionate 
mind muſt appear in all the light of 
the cleareſt evidence, doctrines ſo 
_ fublime,ſo comfortable and beneficial 
to mankind, are contemned as made 
up of artifice, deceit and impoſture. 
The rage of truſting to human rea- 
ſon alone has ſo ſeized upon men, 
that to oppoſe revelation is conſider- 

ed by many as the mark of a ſtrong 

mind. Some of the greateſt ge- 

niuſes have joined in this oppoſi- 
tion. Nay, and by many the age 
has been celebrated, as more en- 
IE in raportion. as men 
have 


(80) 
have involved themſelves more 
cloſely in the ſhades of infidelity. 
But againſt us, who are here aſ- 
ſembled, the force of this tempta- 
tion is particularly exerted, The 
| religion, whichwe received fromour 
Forefathers, either through the ig- 
norance, prejudices” or malice of 
men of different perſuaſions, is held 
ap to our fellow- citizens as an ba 
je& of ridicule. Every ſhaft of ſa- | 
tire, and calumny is pointed againſt 
it. Our faith, our diſcipline; our 
devotional prattices, our faſts' and 
ceremonies are derided and deſpi- 
ſed; inſomueh, that very many per- 
fons, who, in the ſecret of their 
fouls, would gladly declare them- 
felves members of our communion, 
ſtifle the cries of conſcience, deny: 
2 faith, or ſuſpend every com | 
l | © BA pliance 


Tm) 
pliance with the obligations which 
it impoſes, ſor no better reaſon, than 
becauſe they fear they ſhall be held 
contemptible by a giddy, unthink- 1 
ing, ignorant multitude. © 

My brethren, in order to fortify 
yourſelves againſt theſe attacks, ob- 
ſerve the condutt of the Wiſe-men, 
when in ſimilar circumſtances, and 
comport yourſelves with that pru- 
dence which guided them. They 
knew, that the ways of God are far 
different from thoſe of men: that 
the divine Being can have weighty 
reaſons for conveying to men the 
truths of ſalvation by means, which 
human wiſdom would not have de- 
viſed. They, conſequently, yielded 
to the force of that conviRion, 
which operated on their minds, re- 
gardleſs of the caprices of men, and 
their ſhort-ſighted views 's and fluctu- 
SE - ating 


ating opinions. They were well 


content to be laughed at by men, 
while the Deity and the bleſſed An- 


gels and Spirits above eſteemed 
and applauded their wnleteg * 
pie. 


What is it that would prevent us 


from following the ſame line of con- 
duct? We are convinced that the 


doftrines of Chriſtianity emanated 
from the eternal wiſdom of God; 
that a religion ſo elevated in its 


- maxims, ſo noble in its tendency, 


lo fruitful in its effects; a morality 


ſeo pure and enlightened could not 


be the production of any human 


mind. We know, likewiſe, my bre- 
thren, that in the antient, catholic, 


and apoſtolical religious perſuaſion, 
in which we have been educated, 


there is no article of belief, and inthe 
decrees of the Catholic Church, no 


la 


* 
1 
. : * 


(%) 
law of general diſcipline, but wha 


reaſon muſt approve, were men but 
diſpaſſionate and candid in their en- 


quiries after truth. With this con- 


viction upon our minds, for us to be 


diſconcerted, by the ridicule of 
blind and deluded perſons, would 


be a contemptible weakneſs, an in- 
jury to the God of truth, and a dif- 
os to human 2: 


- Beſides, my beloved, we have an 
advantage which the Wiſe- men did 


not enjoy. They were alone againſt 
all the inhabitants of the Eaſt. If 
we have reſpe& to the authority of 


men in confirmation of our faith, we. 


have a viſible authority widely ex- 


tended over the earth. Compared 


with the great body of Chriſtians, 


the votaries to infidelity are few 
and infignificant; and among the 


| various ſeas which- bear the Chri- 
G 2 188 ſtian 
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ſtian name, there. is none chat, ei- 
ther in point of numbers or reſpec- 
tability, can pretend to any thing 


like an equality with the profeſſors 
ol our faith and religion. We can 
exhibit to view a long ſucceſſion of 


illuſtrious charatters from the firſt 


_ eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, all be- 


lieving the ſame myſteries, all incul- 
cating the ſame virtues, uſing .the 
ſame ſacred rites, and keeping. the 


fame religious obſervances to which 


we adhere. Think on theſe truths; 


and you will no longer be impoſed 


on by the flimſy reaſonings of a 
pretended philoſophy, nor ſtaggered 
in your belief by contempt and ri- 
dicule. The only effect of ſuch op- 
poſition will be to excite your com- 
miſeration for the errors and mis- 


fortune of your enemies, and to 


engage you to ſend up humble and 
fervent 


5 TW 79 


: fervent | ſupplications to the Fa- | 
ther of lights, that he will diſpel 


the clouds of ignorance and preju- 
dice; and lead all men into the 


paths of truth. Imitate the conduct 


of the firſt Chriſtians. They, the 


more their religion was reviled 


and perſecuted, diſplayed greater 
activity, zeal and fervour in its de- 
fence and ſupport. This they did, 


not by ſeeking to revenge them 


ſelves on their enemies; not by the 
unchriſtian method of compelling 
others to embrace their tenets; but 
by a ſteady adheſion to the truths 
of God, and by the purity and in- 
nocence of their own lives. Hence 
perſecution ſerved only to increaſe 
> their numbers. The blood of the 
Martyrs was a ſeed, from which new 

_ Chriſtians ſprang up: and their re- 


 ligion was, at length, ſeated on the 
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imperial throne, and extended its 
lalutary influence to the en of the 
earth. # | "Fg 
© A eons will likewiſe 
arm you againſt that ridicule, and 
that oppoſition, to which: a Chriſti. 
an life is frequently expoſed. even 
from perſons who profeſs their be- 
lief in Jeſus. Among Chriſtians the 
belief of the Goſpel truths is a re- 
commendation to eſteem, but to be 
guided by 5 in the conduct of 
life is not always a ſure method for 
obtaining the approbation of the 
world. When a man ſeriouſly he- 
gins to walk in the narrow path of 
virtue, ſome of his friends and ac- 
quaintance will counſel him not to 
undertake too much. They tell 
him, that, ſo much fervour is never 
of long duration; — that people, 
who: * in dane world, muſt comply 

£7 with 


4e 
with its cuſtoms and manners. If 
he refuſe to join them in feats of 
intemperance and debauchery; if 
he keep at a cautious diſtance from 
their ſcenes of riot and guilt; they 
laugh at his fears: they call his 
piety ſcrupuloſity and bigotry : they 
ſay, that his mind is hurt by too 
much devotion. When a young 
man is obſerved to be regular in the 
frequent participation of the ſacra- 
ments; when he avoids the occa- 


ſions of evil, and takes every pro- 


per method to fortify his heart a- 
gainſt temptations; he is told that 
ſuch gravity ill ſuits his years, that 


youth is the ſeaſon of enjoyment. 
When a young woman adorns her- 
ſelf with modeſty. and ſobriety, rather 


khan with broidered hair, or gold, or 
Pearls, or * attire; as it becometh 
6 4: * women 
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women profeſſing godlineſs with good R|* 
worls;“ her friends pity her weak- 
neſs, and laugh at what they call 
| her affeQation of ſingularity. 5 
; My brethren, it were fooliſh in- 

_ deed to affect ſingularity: but, you 
muſt endeavour to be Chriſtians, 
and, if you be ſo, the conſequence 

is, that you muſt often appear ſingu- 
lar, as the manners of the world are 

uſually regulated. Remember, 
however, that Jeſus, the - model 
and author of ſanctity, was pointed 
at by the multitude, as one whoſe 
condu& was different from theirs, 

He was deſpiſed, ridiculed and 
ſcorned by the children of this 
world; and all, who walk in his 

footſteps, muſt meet with ſomething 
of the fame treatment, to the end 


* 4 Tim. ij. 


cob time. But, oh! think on the laſt 
end of thoſe who are ridiculed on ac- 
count of their virtues, and of thoſe 
who ridicule. When the ſovereign 
judge ſhall decide the eternal lot 
of his creatures, then Mall the juſt 
and with great conſtancy againſt thoſe 
that have affiifted them, and taken 

_ away their labours. Theſe, ſeeing it, 
ſhall be troubled with terrible fear, 
and ſhall be amqzed at the ſuddenneſs 
of their unexpefted ſalvation, ſaying 
within themſelues, repenting, and 
groaning for anguiſh of ſpirit: Theſe 
are they, whom we had ſometime in de- 
riſion, and for a parable of reproach. 
We fools eſteemed their life madneſs, 
and their end without honour, - Be- 
hold, how they are numbered among the 

children God, and their lot is a- 

mong the _ f "00Y yore, we have 
AT f erred 
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erred from the way trulſi, and the 
tight of juſtice hath not ſhined\ unto us, 
and the fun of underſtanding hath not 
riſen upon us. Me wearied our ſelves 
in the way of- * iniquity and dgſtruction, 
and have walked through: hard ways, 
but the way anne 
Anon. 
Ae and . "M hs 
view of this laſt ſcene, go with the 
Wiſe-men, in ſpite of every ſur- 
rounding obſtacle, and pay your 
adoration to your infant Saviour. 
Make your offerings with them. 
Give him your gold; your hearts 
ſtamped wich his ſacred image, and 
burniſhed in the flames of divine 
love. Let your prayer aſcend daily, 
as a ſweet odour of frankincenſe 
are W 86 5 and en a 1 
* Wiſd, v. | 


| TH 
crifice of your ſenſes and appetites 
by Chriſtian mortification, repre- 


ſented by the bitterneſs of the myrrh 


which they preſented to him: dying 
daily to the world and to yourſelves, 

that you may liye on earth by and 
with Jeſus, and be at length inſepa- 


rably united to him in his e 


of eternal peace and joy. 
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SERMON. W. 


THE! ANNUNCIATION. 


2 


on as Wiſdom and Geist of 
God in the wennn of Jeſus.” 


Fear not, Mary, Ver thou 107 Rad 
grace with God. Behold thou ſhalt 
conceive in thy womb, and ſhalt 
bring forth a ſon; and thou ſhalt 
call his name Jeſus. Lake: c. i. 


T. H E time nia out « by the 
divine oracles was now arrived. 
SY Reyes” _ had brought on 
„5 


— 


(92) 


that moſt important of all hours, 
ſince time had begun to run, the. 
hour, when the eternal word of 
God, who was in the beginning with 
God, and by whom all things were 
made, was to be made fleſh and to 
dwell amongſt us: — the hour, 
when the deliverer, the deſired 
of all nations, was to appear on 
the earth. The ſceptre had been 
wreſted from the hands of Juda, 
and Sion was groaning in oppreſ- 
ſion under a foreign yoke. Thoſe 
mighty Empires, whoſe rapid riſe, 
decline and fall the prophetic pen 
of Daniel had long before ſo accu- 
rately deſcribed, were now in chains 
at the feet of the victorious Ro- 
man; and Rome, the Miſtreſs of 
the world, fatigued with ker own 
victories, and exhauſted by loſs of 
blood, aller the nations of the 

WE > earth 


(94 ) 
earth, at length, to enjoy an inter- 


val of repoſe. Every event, which 
was to precede the incarnation of 
the Son of God, was now accom- 


pliſhed; every ; circumſtance, by 
which it was to be. attended, was 
preſent; inſomuch, that it could 


not but be evident to every obſerv- 


ing mind, that the redemption of 


| mankind was near at hand. 


Still, my brethren, this" great e- 
vent took place on the earth al- 


moſt without being perceived by the 
very people to whom the promiſes 
vere made, and the prophecies deli- 
vered. Jeſus had clothed himſelf with 
our infirmities, and was born in the 


midſt of Ifrael, and Iſrael was yet 


expetting her deliverer. At that 
period of time, all the nations of 


the earth, even thoſe who had de- 


and 


and living God, were in anxious 
expettation, and doubted not but 
the moment of fome happy revolu- 
tion was very near. The predicti- 
on of a mighty Conqueror; who 
ſhould ſubjet- the world to his 
power, having been handed down by 
conſtant tradition, and embelliſhed 
by the fancies of the Poets, had heats 
ed the oracles of Paganiſm even to 
enthuſiaſm. Every eye was anxioufly 
turned towards the Eaſt, whence the 
illuſtrious perſonage was expected. 
Jeruſalem heard theſe pleaſing tid- 
ings: but, alas! the paſſions, and 
tbe ſwellings of worldly pride, 
which had corrupted her morals; 
had alſo blinded her underſtanding ; 
and when Jeſus appeared, ſhe: could 
. not diſcover in him the diſtinctive 
| traits of the character of her Re- 
dleemer. Hes born af one in 


COn- 
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e © - 2 
confined and lowly circumſtances; 
A ſtar aroſe in the Eaſt announcing 


the important event to the children 


of men; but it directed its rays to- 


wards the abode of poverty, it point- 
ed out an infant who lay in a deſ- 
picable hovel; and, therefore, the 


carnal Jews, who had figured to 

themſelves a Prince ſurrounded 

with the pomp and ſplendours of 
human greatneſs, refuſed to acknow- 
ledge him for their deliverer and 
King. ETAL 
Victorious Rome, elate * wg 
triumphs, had too contemptuous an 


opinion of the Jewiſh nation to ex- 


pett a Ruler from that quarter: and 
her Emperors, glorying in the ex- 
tent of their dominion, and yield- 


ing to the ſervile adulation of their 


dependants, were vain enough to at- 
tribute to themſelves the glorious. 
pre- 


ul 


ä which related to the 
Meſſiah; and flattered themſelves 
that they were deſtined to revive 
all the beauties, of the golden age, 
and to bring back plenty, peace 
and juſtice, to bleſs the inhabitants 

of the earth. 
While theſe were we 2 
diſpoſitions of the minds of men, 
of thoſe, particularly, who were ſo 
ſituated as to attract obſervation, 
and whom the hiſtoric page has 
held up to the view of ſucceeding 
ages; the eternal King of Kings, 
whoſe ways are far above thoſe of 
men, was pleaſed to ſend one of the 
chief Princes of the heavenly court, 
on an embaſſy the moſt important 
that ever yet was known. He ſent 
the Angel Gabriel, not to any of the 
Monarchs of the earth, but into a 
city of Galilee called N azareth, to 
=: apoor, 


i 


[ 


* 
J 1 = 
„ 
br 
Js 
308 
p 9 
k 
\ 
Nan 
* 775 
* 7 
ws 
wy” 
15 
3 
Lal 
0 
* 
N * 
1 
1 
1 4 
.. 
n 
7.5 
" C 
1 
1 
15 
=Y 
1 
e. 
FI 
LE 
1 0 
1 i! 
1 
9 3 
# 
WL 
1% 
* 5A 
Vs 
© 7 
1 
4 2 E. 
E 
p 
W 
1 HY 
BY 
$3 
e 
: £76 
PR 7 4 
BY 
£ wt 
0 4 
1 
1 
. 
i * 
" %N 
£28 
. 
1 By 
1 
N * P4 
4 * 
of 09 
, 
BY 
1 79 
$6 

1 
: "Ng g 

bo 
5 
. 

1 
TY 
Fs 

J. 
14 

wy 

1 

17 

* 

10 
1 

e 

F 
* 

1 
> | 
* 
ue 
1 
1 
'' 
4 
© 
4 
it 
1 
. 
* 
15 
' 
z 
15 
1 
14 
1 f * 
| 
0 fn 


o 
8 
1. 
rs 
*. 
7” 
$ 
Tay 
4 
* 
wal F 
pv 
{270 
pod | 
5 
» 5 
4 
oy o 2 l 
Sic 
Rnd 
* 
a 
4 
» 
I 
s » 
't 
Wis 
af. '% 
Tha 
9 
9 „ 
; "4 
Fe, 
5 
xo] 
* 
rol 
Zi 
wet 
N 
5 
1 
117 
7 
Ry 3 
. 
: na 
4 x7 
EY 
* 
nn 
8 


0", 


— ” wht; 2 — 
1 — 72 2 2 


Tn) 
1 poor, Obſcure, retired and humble 
virgin, to declare to her, that ſhe 
was choſen by the Moſt High, and 
fitted by abundant and extraordi- 
nary graces, to be the inſtrument 
employed in the actomplifhmeht 
of the greateſt of all myſteries, and 
the moſt pregnant with bleſſings to 
the children of men, che Incarnation 
ol the Son of God. 
The feſtival of this ay has been 
appointed by the Catholic Church, 
3 that we, to whom it is given to know 
the myſtery of the kingdom' of God, 
may celebrate it with the moſt live- 
ly ſentiments and expreſſions of joy, 
— affection and gratitude. We will, 
therefore, animate ourſelves to this 
devotion by contemplating the in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs of God 
in the Incarnation of Jeſus. Eter- 
nal ſource of truth, when we under- 
take 


"" 1 
take to celebrate thy myſteries, our 
reaſon is not ſo preſumptuous, as to 
pretend to comprehend them: but 
Oh! may the increated Word, de- 
ſcended upon earth to enlighten 
mankind, now elevate -our minds 
to a ſufficient underſtanding of thy 
ſublime diſpenſations; and grant 
to us, where we are ſurrounded 
with obſcurities, that docile faith, 


which will ſecurely guide our ſteps, _ 


until the day-ſtar ariſe in our 
hearts! 1 | 
Poor, feeble, and wretched man, 
having withdrawn himſelf from his 
ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign Lord, 
and, conſequently, loſt his original 
_ juſtice, was no longer the noble and 
exalted being, that he was, when he 
firſt came out of the hands of his 
Creator. The Lord, in the begin- 
ning, impreſſed on his innocent ſoul 
is He = al 
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the features of his own divine per- 
fections, and careſſed his image 
with every fond endearment. Man 
was, then, capable of elevating his 
mind to the contemplation of infi- 


nite wiſdom. The deſires of his 
heart, then, extended to a union 


with the great principle of all that 
can be conceived good, beautiful, 
lovely, fair and perfect. His ſoul 
was decorated with every graceful 
ornament. He could moreover in- 
creaſe, by the merit of his virtues, 
that fund of heavenly treaſure, 
with which the divine bounty de- 
ſigned to enrich him, when he ſhould 
be removed from the terreſtrial pa- 
radiſe, and introduced into the a- 
bodes of immortal feli city. 8 

But, while he enjoyed that bliſs 


ful ſituation, pride, that ſubtile and 
 deftruUive poiſon inſinuated itſelf in- 
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to his heart. He began to plume him. 
ſelf on the gifts with which he was 
endowed; and ſoon, by an affe cta- 
tion of independence, inſolently 
raiſed himſelf up againſt him from 
whom he received them. Thus the 
beautiful order eſtabliſhed by the 
Creator, and which was founded on 
an entire ſubmiſſion to his will, was, 
at once deſtroyed. Grace, the fruit 
of the divine love, was loſt, toge- 
ther with uinocence : and man, the 
nobleſt work of God, and, hitherto, 
the deareſt object of his compla- 
cence, in the viſible world, was caſt 
from him with juſt indignation. 
The image of God, now disfigured 
and defiled by ſin, became in his 
eyes a ſpectacle which excited on- 
ly abomination and horror. 
Theſe direful calamities, in which 
human nature was involved, were 
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. 
not even alleviated by any glimmer- 
ings of hope. Man felt, too ſenſibly 
felt, his diſtreſſes; but could diſcos 
ver no remedy. His nature, vitia- 
ted in its vital parts, contained no 
ſeed, no principle of goodneſs; His 
reaſon, overcaſt with dark clouds 
from the exhalations raiſed by his 
paſſions, could ſhed but a feeble ray 
of light; and his heart, and its de- 
graded affections were dragged by an 
almoſt irreſiſtible attraction to the 
purſuit of low, vile and brutal en- 
Joyments.” 5 

Hence, in the earlieſt ee 
inundation of iniquities began to 
_ overſpread all the regions of the 

globe. The earth was yet hardly 
formed, when it was crimſoned with 
human blood ſpilt by the hand of a 
murdering brother. The conta- 
gion of immorality ſpread infection 
mm . far 


(wg) 
far and wide with an incredible ra- 
pidity. All fleſh ſoon corrupted its 


ways. The laws of God were for- 


gotten; the dictates of nature over- 
ruled by the clamours of paſſion, 
and the menaces of divine ven- 
geance no longer regarded. The 
work of God's hand was in a ſtate ſo 
ruinous, as to ſeem incapable of be- 
ing ever repaired. The Creator 


repented him that he had made 
man, and was determined to deſtroy 


his proſcribed and abandoned pro- 
geny from off che face of the 
earth. | 


But even this FO maniſeſta- 
tion of his vindictive juſtice did not 
ſuffice to ſtop the progreſs of ini- 


quity. Hardly had che waters of 
the deluge ſubſided from the ſur- 


face of the globe, when the earth 
was again plunged in the darkneſs 
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of impiety and idolatry. Man, who, 
in the ſecret of his foul, adored his 
own paſſions, proceeded fo far in 
iniquity as to ereQ altars to their 

honour. He offered incenſe to a- 
dultery and inceſt. Impure love 
was celebrated in temples ereed 
under its auſpices. The mountains, 

| foreſts and rivers were filled with 
profane idols and fabulous Deities ; 
till the viſible creation, the great 

temple of the living God, which his 
own power had conſtructed, was, in 
a manner, taken from him, and pro- 
ſtituted to every «Mey of abomina- | 
tion and infamy. 

* Unhappy man could find no anti- 
dote againſt this corruption, no re- 
fuge from thefe evils, no relief from 
theſe diſtreſſes, but in the mercies 
of that God, whole mercies he had 
ſo ungratefuily IE" The terrors 

$i 1 ol 


(&) 
of eternal death and perdition muſt 


ever encompaſs him; unleſs that 


Being who had created him in all 


due perfection, and moreover en- 
riched him with many ſupernatural 
endowments, ſhould repair the ruins 
of his work, and reanimate his own 


image, by once more infuſing into it 


the breath of life. File 
But, alas! his God was irritated, 


incenſed againſt him. The ſword of 


vengeance thirſted for his blood. 
Juſtice demanded a ſatisfaction pro- 
portionate to the enormity of his 


offences. Only the blood of a vic- 


tim infinite in value poured forth 
upon the head of the culprit, could 
mhield him againſt the avenging 

 thunders juſt breaking upon him. 


The carth could furniſh no ſuch 


| victim: There all was defiled, cor- 
ee ä What could man 
4 Ar | attempt 


3 —— IP 


£ - I — 2 F * 8 Y 8 2 
F 7 
FF.. c OE IE WOLF ts = 


— — 


— — * 9 
= — BE AEIKE LS 
o 2230 
os 


+> 4. C0 Sri 


.... RAI Wane cas 


N * , 
_ 3 


: 

2 

\ 

* 

I; 

TT 

"4 

wb 

= 

—_— 

* o 
1 
k \, 2 

* 

4 ft 

"= 
. 
1%. 
* 
= 
1 _- 
: * 1 
© Ra 
ws 
l * 
p< 
{ 

v j 

; . 

Fo 

W- 

1 

 _— 

q 1 * 

N | 

g 


D 
U 


webs 2 
— - bh 


— fee te AG Ee Oe) GOES a it i ea OO mo — ——_ 


» ADR ——— Bane 


2 — ͤ 


E 
FF 


Nui . 
. — 
2”: bMS 


<a” 


gh 


HE 


— —  — ————— —— ERS 
r 


— — 


— i Ro - — * 


n 


(1 106) 
attempt, in order to paſs over that 
immenſe interval, which the laws of 
juſtice had fixed between his crimes 
and the divine mercy ? The lowli- 
neſs of his condition, which had 
heightened the grievouſneſs of his 
offence, diminiſhed the price of any 
atonement - which he Was capable . 


of making. In vain did he offer the 


fruits of the earth, as a ſacrifice to 


tbe Lord; only innocence could 


make ſuch a ſacrifice pleaſing to 
Heaven; and the blood of the ani- 
mals, which he immolated on the 
altar, became impure from being 
ſpilt by his polluted hand. 


+ Great God, what victim can ap» 


peaſe thy wrath! What ſhall man 
offer thee as the price of his ſoul! 


 —Oh!1thedepths of the riches of the 


wiſdom and of the knowledge of 
_— His wiſdom. contrived the 


means | 


- 


„ 


means of fatisfying at once both his 


anger and his love; of ſecuring the 


intereſts of the criminal, whom he 


wiſhed to ſave, without injuring 
thoſe of the Judge who was to be 
appeaſed. The inſtant in which he 
foreſaw the fall of his favourite 
creature, he formed a plan for his 
reinſtatement in his loſt dignities 
and honours with all their attendant 
bleſſings; — an admirable, ſtupen- 
dous plan, in which mercy and truth 
have met each other, juſtice and 
peace have kiſſed. By the appoint- 
ment of his inexpreſſible goodneſs, 
his eternal Son, the ſplendour of 
his glory and the figure of his ſub- 


ſtance, he who upholds all things, 


by the word of his power, conde- 


ſcends to take upon himſelf our 


weakneſſes, that he may heal them, 
He debaſes himſelf, taking the form 
ws . 
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of a fervent; being made in the likeneſs 
of man, and in faſhion found as a man, 
that, by his humiliations, he may 
atone for the outrage which the 
pride of 'man had offered to the 
majeſty of God. In the obedience 
and debaſement of his beloved Son, 
the eternal Father receives a ho- 
mage worthy of his own greatneſs ; 
and a ſatisfaction, which being more 
abundant than our crimes, leaves no 
room for juſtice to exert its ſeverity. 
From all eternity Jeſus had acqui- 
eſced in the appointment of his 
heavenly Father. Sacrifice, ſaid he, 
and oblation thou didſt not deſire: but 
thou haſt fitted a body to me. Burnt- 
offering and fin-offering thou didſt not 
require: then, ſaid I; Behold I come. 
In the head of the book it is written of 
Ng that I POO do thy will; O my 
, 7 A God 


(29 
God, I have defired it, and thy dens 78 


in the midſt of my heart*. Jeſus con- 
ſents to come, and man again is 


free, again exalted, again enters in- 


to the liberty of the children of 
God, is made the adopted Son of 
God, and gifted with life and im- 
gait. 

That inſtant a new order of 
things was eſtabliſhed. The merits 
of Jeſus, already preſent to God's 
eternal mind, by the conſent given 
to the Incarnation, began to form 
juſt men long before the accom- 
pliſhment of this myſtery, and even 
in the earlieſt ages of the world. 


The dawn of grace beamed on the 


heads of the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, and the juſt of the antient 
Alliance, _ faith and hope they 

were 


* pl. xxxix. 


- 
— - 3-4 — > — SE - 
Eos nas: aa 5 — 7 . HE 
ä 5 9 — — — 


. 4 - 
=” __ 


Cc 


E- 


— 


— . — 
Ee, —— "IO = 


5 — ps T7 — —_ 


5 
— 


— 23 © | — ——— 
CEOS Raw — — — - — 


82 — 5 
r 
2 CH RE 


ones 
gs 5 


A 


na 


pL — D 
Y "Pe 


© > B32 IVF 2 AGE eee , Een £ . — __ 2 — 
E q & + 4 n PAP . — — 7 Can... 
Pe mw : . | 
8 r N ISR EI SI 
— Nenn - S Þ Pf 5 I 8 rr r 3 Wr F 
_ r 2 0 — r : - ay - 
= =y 


OTE TI HT Prrnprappomwr oro 


T 


PP 
.. ³·¹—d ͤ d . — ]¶— ..., 
— I : : 
TIP 5 


* 
1 
bl | 
Fn 


( wo) 
were united to the great Mediator, 
the Lamb ſlain from the beginning 
of the world. The revolutions of 
future ages were unfolded before 
them. They ſaw the light ſhine on 
us, who were dwelling in the land 
of the ſhadow of death. They 
heard the whole earth burſt out in- 
to ſhouts of joy. They ſaw the hills 
and the mountains exult. They be- 
held the beneficent dew deſcending 
from the heavens. © People of the 
earth, they cried out in tran- 

ſports of exultation, ſing ye the 
c mercies of the Lord. Bleſs the 
* hand which breaks yonr oppreſ- 
«five chains. The [gloom with 
«which you are now enveloped ſhall 
« ſhortly be diſſipated. A new 
« ſtar ſhall extend its enlivening 
* influence over the land. The ſun 
« of juſtice ſhall ariſe, Eternal 
| « wiſdom 
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Ft wiſdom deſcending from his 
* throne ſhall dwell among you. 
& No, the hopes of Iſrael are not 
* vain: Jeruſalem cometh up from 
the deſert arrayed in glory and 
* beauty : her foundations are laid 
e on the immovable promiſes of 
« God: and her walls ſhall reach 
* even to the chrone of the Moſt 

61 * High. > 
At length, my brethren, on that 
e day, the memory of 
which excites now all our love and 
gratitude, the earth opened its bo- 
fom, and budded forth the Saviour. 
The moment, that his bleſſed Mo- 
ther humbly eonſented to the pro- 
poſal made by the heavenly Meſſen- 
ger, ſaying, Beheld the hand- mad of 
the Lord, be it done to me according to 
thy word. — that moment the myſte. 
ty of merey promiſed to mankind 
four 
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(112) 
four thouſand years before, foretold 
by all the Prophets, deſired moſt 
earneſily by all the eledt of God, 
was accompliſhed on the earth: 
the Mord was made fleſh and dwelt a- 
mong us, and we ſaw his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Fas 
ther, full of grace and truth*. He 
clothes himſelf with a mortal body, 
which ſhall be immolated for our 
_ redemption. The Almighty views 
his humiliations, and commiſerates 
our wretched ſtate. Mercy, un- 
bounded, infinite mercy receives us 

to its breaſt: and juſtice declares, 
that all is expiated. God is aveng- 
ed: and man is raiſed from the duſt 
and takes his place among the Prin- 
ces of the Court of Heaven. Glory 
is given Zo God in the higheſt, and 
= on earth to men of good will, 
55 Now, 


e 
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Nov, therefore, my beloved, you 
who have been redeemed, and who 
labour to profit by your redemption, 
nov bleſs and magnify the Lord, let 
your ſpirits exult in God your Sa 
viour. He that is mighty hath 
done great things for you, and his 
mercy is from generation to gene- 
rations, to them that fear him. 
But you—alas! what melancholy 
ideas are theſe which obtrude them- 
ſelves on my mind? Muſt I think 
on any thing diſtreſſing, on this 
bright day of comforts, this day 
which is ſet apart for commemorat- 
ing ſpiritual bleſſings? Muſt I ſup- 
poſe, that there are, in this aſſembly, 
any hearts ſo obdurate, ſo baſe, fo 
blind to their own deareſt intereſts, 
 asnot to pay their homage to Jeſus, 
as not to wiſh to be guided by his 
. and governed by his law? 
1 Muſt 


( 14 F 
Muſt 1 fuppoſe; that fome among] 


us fill bow down before certain 

idols, which they have fet up in op- 
polition to the true and living God:? 
What a deſolating reflection! 
Though it be true, my brethren, 
that we now erect no ſtatues of Ju- 


piter, Bacchus or Venus: though 


we offer no incenſe to ſenſeleſs 
ſtocks and ſtones, ſince the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, at whoſe 
appearance on the earth, every pa- 
gan idol trembled on its bafis, and 
the oracles of antiquity were ſtruck 
dumb for ever: ſtill is the Lord, by 
whom we were created, the princi- 
pal object of our adoration? Do we 
not prefer to him ſome unjuſt inte- 
reſt or criminal pleafure, which the 
world holds out before us? What. 
ever we love more than we love 
God is to us an in objett of adoration. 
| What- 


( 1t5 ) 
Whatever occupies our thoughts, 
affections and deſires, and chiefly 
awakens our hopes and fears, is the 
idol before which our hearts bow 
 downandworſhip. 

And, ah! how many 40 idols 
are there, even in the Chriſtian 
world! One devotes. his affettions, 
and ſacrifices his fortune, reputa- 
tion and repoſe, to an: unfortunate 
connection of unlawful love, from 
which he can neither be diſengaged 
by the influence of religion, the 
ſtrongeſt motives of worldly advan- 
tage, nor the tremendousproſpett of 
everlaſting miſeries. Another gives 
all his thoughts and labours, and 
diretts all his projects to the mam- 
mon of this world, employing about 
it every power of his ſoul, and ferv- 
ing it with ſuch aſſiduity and fide- 
. that there is no buſineſs, how- 

12 Ties 


16) 
ever vile or unjuſt, in which he will 
refuſe to engage, in order to obtain 
its favour: Another thinks, that no 


hours are happily ſpent, but thoſe 
which are devoted to ſhameful in- 
temperance; vilifies his nature, 


and ſtupifies all his faculties by 


drunkenneſs and other exceſles, 
which degrade him below the level 
of the brute creation. Ah! what 
can it profit us to know the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he - hath ſent, if we proſtitute our 
affections to other objects? Our 


homage and our love is formed in 
our hearts, and if Jeſus hold not 
dominion over our hearts, we place 


ſome creature on his throne, and are 


as much idolaters, as the heathens 


_ were; . nay, and more criminally 
ſo; than they were, on whom the 


light 


E 


light of truth ſhone not with ſuch 


2 attracting brightneſs. N 
Truly, my beloved, if this be 
your ſituation, I cannot tell you to 
rejoice at the incarnation of | |eſus. 
Our joy can be founded only on our 
participation of the bleſſings which 
he brings to the earth. If, notwith- 
ſtanding his bounties, you are ob- 
ſtinately bent on your own deſtruc- 
tion, ah! then I muſt weep over 
you; I muſt mingle mourning and 
the cries of diſtreſs with the canti- 
cles of jubilation which every where 
reſound. But ſurely you vill at 
length yield to his inexpreſſible love 
and goodneſs. Go now to Jeſus 
with contrite hearts, embrace and 
bathe his feet with compundtive 
tears. Fear not to approach to him. 
His aſpect will be ſweet and en- 


gaging. He will gladly ſtretch out 


his 
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his infant 'bands to receivie YOu. 
Proſtrate yourſelves before him, 
give him your affectious, and make 
to him once for all a generous fa- 
crifice of the world, and of all its 

unjuſt nn, and unlawful * 


ments. 

No is W mercy. But | 
you know not how long you will 
enjoy it. Thofe eyes which now 

_enkindle confidence and joy in the 
hearts of men and angels, will one 
day flaſh with indignation againſt 
the wicked. When your Redeem- 
er appears in the world, mercy will 
place him in a manger, in a poor 


and abjedt ſtate; but, hereafter, it 
will be changed into à throne too 


terrible far you to look on. Then 
thoſe hands, which now are en- 
anner, will dart | deftrudtive 
| 3 5 8 light- 


Hghtenings on the violaters of his 
law: and he will be as much glort- 
fied by his juſtice in the puniſhment 
of your crimes, as he wiſhes to be 
now by the effuſions of his bounty 
in rewarding your virtues. The 
earth, that drinketh in the rain which 
cometh often upon it, and bringeth forth 
herbs meet for them by whom it is 
tilled, recerveth bleſſing from God. 
But that, which bringeth forth thorns 
and briars, is rejected, and very near 
to a curſe, whoſe end is to be burnt. 
But, my dearly beloved, we truſt bet- 
ter things of you, and nearer to ſalua- 
tion; though we thus ſpeal and we 
deſire, that you become not ſlothful, but 
followers of them, who through faith 
and patience ſhall inherit the promaſes*. 
And, now, may the God of peace, who 
14 1 brought 
* Heb. c. vi. 
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brought again from the dead the great 
paſtor of the. ſheep, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant, fit you in all goodneſs, that 

you may do his will: doing in you that 
wich is well-pleaſiug in his fight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom is glory 
for ever and ever. Amen“. 
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EASTER MONDAY. 
on the Model which is placed be- 
fore the juſt Man in the Reſur- 


reftion of Jeſus. 


The Lord is truly riſen. Luke, c. 


XXIV. v. 34 


1 HE ſighs and lamentations of 
the Chriſtian Church, its altarg# 
ſtripped of their ornaments, the 
interruption of its lacnlices, its ce- 
. Temonious 


— mtu —— wt, ewe 7 — — — A — . ar And 
n h 2 F - = 7 PP * _— — - +: 
wy We wr inn ares i To ie —_— * SE — Mo BR. = 2 3 SZ Mn > 
= * 


1 

1 

=D 
7 

# 

5 

7 

2 

4 

* 

1 

„ 

Ll 

2 

N 

% 

h 
| 

A 

i 

1 
1 

55 
Py 

70 

Y ww 


remonious rites expreſſive of 
mourning and deep affliction, have 
lately made upon our minds a me- 
lancholy impreſſion. The chaſte 
ſpouſe of Jeſus was then ſeeking 
her beloved amidſt the ſhades of 
death. When our Lord had ex- 

pired, and when; his body was depo- 
ſited in the tomb, the Apoſiles 
themſelves, who had been witneſſes | 
io his miraculous powers, entertain- 
ed but faint hopes of his reſurrec- 
tion. We did hope, ſaid the two dif. 
_ ciples, who furniſh the beautiful 
ſubje@ of this day's Goſpel; We 
did hope, that it was he that ſhould 
| have redeemed Iſracl*, The devout 
_ women, whoſe hearts were ſtill agi- 
tated by tender emotions, from the 
remembrance of his recent ſuffer. 


„ e Lake; c:x2ve; 


. 
 tnps, hardy expected any other 
comfort, but the wretched conſola- 
tion of bedewing his tomb with their 
tears. At the death of Jeſus all na- 
ture had loudly proclaimed his Di- 
vinity, Her deſpairing agonies had 
_ confuſed or inverted all her opera- 
tions. The fun had withdrawn his 
light from the aſtoniſhed world. The 
earth had trembled to its very cen- 
tre. The folid rocks had been ſplit 
aſunder. The graves. had opened, 
and the ſpettres of the dead coming 
forth from their cold and ſilent 
manſions had made the gloom more 
hideous. All theſe prodigies, joined 
to the promiſes of their revered 
and beloved Maſter, ſhould have 
cheriſhed the hopes of his diſciples, 
But the imenſity of their grief, the 
trouble of their imaginations, and 
the 9 of their hearts, too 
| fondly 


„ 


fondly attached to his lenſible pre- 
ſence, had rendered them incapable 
of cool and diſpaſſionate reflection: 
and the more deeply they felt the 
greatneſs of their loſs, the more 
they were inclined to nn it ir- 
reparable. ig bow rim 4/105 
But the days of n Sg 
now no more. Far other proſpe ts ; 
are opened before us. The faithful 
ſouls, who have felt for the ignomi- 
nies of Jeſus, and ſhared his afflic- 
tions, are now invited to triumph 
with him. The ſpirits which were 
depreſſed by his death, are revived 
and cheered by his reſurrection. 
He comes forth vitorious from the 
grave. He brings with him, from 
the domain of death, its moſt illu- 
ſtrious captives to whom he hath 
given life and liberty. He hath 
; dat in every grave a ſeed of im- 
” tho) „ mortality, 
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mortality, which ſhall reanimate all 


_ ouraſhes, a ſeed againſt which, all 


the efforts of death are vain and 
impotent. Juſtice, glory, and hap- 
pineſs are ours, by virtue of his re- 
ſurrection. Lively hope ſwells e- 
very boſom, and pleaſure brightens 
every countenance, when we liſten 
to the joyful 9 that Dn 78 
ruh riſen. an 

Lou, my plowed friends, Is. 
bak riſen from the death of fin to 
the life of righteouſneſs, you, who, 
after having waſhed away all your 


criminal ſtains in the blood of the | 
Lamb, join in the ſongs of joy, | 


ꝶ6＋j—ti 4 nad 


with which our temples reſound, in 


theſe days of ſpiritual feſtivity,— 


you taſte, at this moment, that pure 


delight, which paſſes all deſeription. 


But let not the fruits, which you 
derive from the reſurreQion of Je- 
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of joy. H refurreQion is to you 
an object of imitation. Your con- 
duct, and your perſeverance in the 
_ ways of grace, muſt be an image of 
his glorious life. I mean, there- 
fore, to ſhow you, on this day, in 


What manner Jefus riſen from among 


the dead is the model and ſupport: 
of the juſt man. Contemplating the 
wybſery, which we now celebrate, 
inthis point of view, we will endea- 
your to derive from it fome light of 
heavenly wiſdom for the em 
ef our moral conduct. K 

A juſt mas is one whale heers is 
aſtusted by z love, which elevates 


his defires to heaven, and employs CO 


all the aftivity of his ſou}, about 
eternal good things. The juſt man, 
conſequently, muſt triumph over all 
_ . of this world; becauſe 
£50 15 the 


the power of this world, when ex- 

erted to the utmoſt, is incapable ei- 

| ther of giving to him, or taking 
from him, the bleſſings to which he 


aſpires: and he muſt triumph over 
the corrupt paſſions of human na- 


ture; becauſe they are the prinei- 
pal obſtacles which impede his pro- 
greſs towards the kingdom of 
Cod. 
Obſerve, a my bretires, bene 

perfe a model of this two-fold 
triumph which illuſtrates the Juſt 
man, is exhibited ta us in the re ſur- 
rection of Jeſus. 

I. Riſing from the grave, be tri- 
: ht over the world, Having 
voluntarily debaſed himſelf, taking 
upon himſelf human nature, in order 
to accompliſh the work of gur re- 
demption, he was ſubj e to all the 
infirmities which. . inſeparable 
ee . | | from 


a 0) 
from it. The world could affait 
him, though it could not ſubdue 
him. He was ſenſible to all its in- 
juries: and, although his ſoul 
was ſuperiour to affliftion, he ſtill 
taſted all its bitterneſs. But, after 
his reſurrection, he was no longer 
ſubjetcted to the \contingencies and 
HuQtuating) revolutions of this life. 
His apparent weakneſs diſappeared 
with that form of a ſervant, which 
| his love for us had engaged him to 
aſſume. | The world had no more 
power over him. Heleft behind him 
in the tomb the appendages and in- 
cumbrances of his mortality. The ar- 
 Tows of adverſity found him no longer 
vulnerable. He was raiſed above 
the tumult of the cares, paſſions, and 
intereſts, which inceſſantly diſtreſs 
and torment the children of this 
world, and agitate them with that 
e continual 
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Eontinual violence, which accelerates 
their progreſs towards their final 
nn. 

The victory, which lelus thus 
| ale over all the powers of the 
earth, is the glorious model which 
the Apoſtle places before you, my 
beloved, who, in theſe days of ſalva- 
tion, have riſen again by the faith of 
the operation of God, who hath raiſed 
him up from the dead: — to you, 

whom, when you were dead in your. 
fins he hath quickened together with 
him, forgroing all your offences*. A 
diſengagement of your affeQions 
from the dignities, poſſeſſions and 
pleaſures of this periſhable world, 
will henceforward enable you to 
triumph over every effort, by which 
it will endeavour to ſhake your con- 
| 5 ſtancy 


* Coloſ. Co 11. 
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ſtancy in good. That virtue, to 
which your hearts are now attached, 
and the eternal recompence to which 
you look forward, are not at the 
diſpoſal of this worldl Though you 
yet appear to dwell among the 
tranſitory ſhadows, which the chil. 
dren of men ſo eagerly. purſue, you 
are ſettled in the empire of eternal 
truth. / you be riſen with. Chriſt, 
ſays/St. Paul, ſeek the things that are 
above, where Chriſt is fitting at the 
right kund f God. Mind the things 
that are above, not the. things that are. 
on the earth; for you are dead; and 
your life is hid with Chriſt in God: 
Nen Chriſt: ſhall appear, Who ig your: 
life, then ſhall-you alſo appear with im 
in glory*. Ves, my brethren, if you 
"= * with Chriſt; inſtead of ex- 
e = 4 periencing 


* Coloſ. c. iii. 
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periencing any intemperate fond- 
neſs for earthly vanity, you will find 
the feeble bands, which yet connect 
you with the viciſſitudes of human 
things, a ſource of trouble and an- 
guiſh to your ſouls: you will view | 
them, as. obſtacles which retard 
your progreſs towards eternal peace: 
you will deſire to be diſſolved and 
to be with Chriſt, each moment 
looking for the bleſſed coming of 
the Lord Jeſus, who: will reform the 
body of your lowlimeſs, made like unto 
the body of his glory. e 
Ohl how exalted is the character 
of an enlightened and virtuous 
Chriſtian! How dignified and noble 
is his conduct! What pure pleaſures" 
attend all his ſteps! Would I could 
make you enamoured of Chriſtian 
juſtice by placing before. yau his 
en. Portrait! A ſtranger in this 
| K 2 land 
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land of troubles, and journeying on 
towards the regions of everlaſting 
bliſs, he looks with calm indiffe- 
rence on all thoſe things, which may 
be taken from him by the malice 
of men, or the fickleneſs of fortune. : 
Elevated above all that ' paſſes with 
time, he is expoſed to none of its 
viciſſitudes. Faithfully following 
the guidance of that truth, which 
enlightens all his paths, the figure 
of this world cannot engroſs his at- 
tention, nor ſeduce him with its 
counterfeit charms. Superior to all + 
events, proſperity cannot corrupt 
him, nor adverſity depreſs his ſpi- 
5 rits. Neither jealouſy, calumny, 
nor violence can diſturb his repoſe. 
is life, his peace and his glory are 
ſecured to him, where their machi- 5 
nations can never reach. | 


"Gre at” 


BY 
„ 


iy . 
Great indeed is the dignity of 
human nature, when thus enlightened 
buy revelation, animated by Chriſtian 
hope, enflamed by divine love, and 
regulated by obedience to the bleſſed 
injunctions of Chriſt Jeſus! While 


be citizens of Babylon are deſtroy- 


ing their own happineſs by an ex- 
cels of miſtaken ſelf-love : while 
- their eyes are dazzled, and their 
hearts captivated by a falſe. brilli- 
ancy, which they conſtantly purſue, 
and which as conſtantly eludes 
thai hopes: while they are toſſed 
too and fro by every tumultuous 
and lawleſs paſſion: while they are 
ruining each others peace by an 
oppoſition of intereſts and deſires: 
while their ſhort-lived proſperity js 
followed by. cruel reverſes of for- 
e and their nn in its fulleſt 
„ K3. : Plerr 


( "194 )) 

ſplendour is obſcured by their invi. 
dious com while their 

health, 1 — and all their real 
enjoyments are ſacrificed to ſome 
fancied forms of - happineſs which 
conceal from them a ſubſequent 
train of evils and miſeries:—I ſee 
the juſt man locking down, from 
the eminence, on which virtue has 
placed him, with a ſmile of con- 
ſcious delight. Contempiating the 
circle of moveable objects around 
him, he obſerves their agitations, 
and deferies all theirvanity. What- 
ever can diſtreſs the mind with o. 
licitudes, or betray the heart to 

guilt, he deſpiſes as unworthy of 
him. Whatever is dependant on the 

caprices of fortune, he values no 
more than che illuſions of a dream. 
His eye is fixed on ſubſtantial, 
permanent bleſſings. His thoughts | 

are 


6 360 
are centered in that future late, 
where virtue is recompenſed by a 
felicity which knows no limits. His 
comforts are ſecurely depoſited in 
his own boſom, and none ſhall take 


1 * from him. 


Chriſtians, who have riſen with 
Jeſus, the enemies of your ſalvation | 
will again ſeek to ſubject you to 
their dominion, by diſplaying before 
| youſthe enchanting ſcenes of) earth- 
ly pleaſure and vanity. The Temp- 
ter (will ſhew you all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them, 

and will promiſe to give it to you, 
if you will fall down and adore him. 
He vill) invite you by ſenſual de- 
 Ughts, and ſtrive to allure you by 
_ intereſt and flattering diſtinctions. 
He will watch the propenſities of 
your hearts, and ſtudy to enſnare 
pos by your own natural weakneſs. 

K 4 But, 


But, oh! if you prepare your ſoul 
for temptation, by fixing and che- 
riſhing within you the love of eter. 
nal good things, you muſt be ever 
invincible. The wiſdom of this 
world, which is folly with Chriſt, 
may undervalue your conduct, or 
pretend to pity your weakneſs. 
Hatred and injuſtice may unite to- 
Sether to oppreſs your innocence. 
Calumny may point againſt you its 
N ſhafts. Even in all this 
you will be benefited; for oppoſi- 
tion will increaſe your merits, and 
give greater —_—_— to your tri- 
. Hg: 6 4 
The powers of each and bell, 
combined againſt Jeſus, ſueceeded 
in condemning him to a diſgrace- 
ful and cruel death: but impotent 
were/all their attempts to ſhake. Y 
canſtancy, or to obſcure his glory. 
He 
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Hewas illuſtrated by their outrages. a 


The hre of their indignation ſerved 
only to illuminate what it could not 
conſume. His croſs, that badge of 
infamy, which ſeemingly reduced 
him below the condition of the 
vileſt ſlave, became the pride and 
glory of his diſciples, and the 
brighteſt ornament{in the diadems) 
of the Princes of the earth. 
Thus ſhall it be with the juſt man. 
If you be happy enough to merit 
by your virtues the ridicule and the 
cenſures of the wicked, I tell you by 
authority from the God of truth, 
not to be diſcouraged by that cir- 
cumſtance, but rather to exult in 
your diſgrace. Imitate the gene- 
rous courage of the Apoſtles, who 
went from the preſence of the Councis 
yy that they were accounted 
3 | wan 


— 
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5 er reproach for the nome 
of Feſus*, The contempt of impi- 
ous men, is a ſecurity for the appro- 
bation of Heaven. If you be re- 
probated by a corrupt and aban- 
doned world, you have ſtrong mo- 
tives to conclude, that you belong 
do your bleſſed Redeemer. 
In effect, my brethren, a juſt man, 
during the days of his mortal exiſt- 
ence, reſembles that ſacred fire, 
which the Jews on their return 


from the captivity found hidden in 


the earth. It appeared to them, at 
firſt, ſays the inſpired Writer, like 
a muddy water. But no ſooner had 
the ſun diſperſed the clouds by | 
which it was before obſcured, .and 
, darted upon it fome beams of light 
and heat, when the divine fire bla. 
Acts c. v. | 
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ned ſorfly wich ſuch glowing luſtre, 
ſuch bright and extraordinary efful. 


gence, that ſurprize and admiration 


facrifices were laid on the Altat, 
Neemias commanded the Prieſts b 


Jprinkle the wood and the things theres 


hon with the water. When this was 


done, and the time came, that the Jun 


Phone, which before was hid in a cloud, 


there was a great fire Hindled, Jo that 


every man wondered *. 
A beautiful image of che condi- 


tion of a juſt man in this tranſitory 


life. The ſacred fire, which he 
_ rarries in his heart, is often covered 


with very mean appearances: he ig 
Frequently treated as ſomething deſ- 
picable and vile, and is almaſt trod - 


| W under feet ” proſperous wick 
_ edneſs; 
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edneſs: becauſe theſe are the days 


of his captivity, and Jeſus, the eter... 
nal ſun of juſtice, is yet hidden from 


\-him, behind a diſtrefling cloud. 
But, when the Lord appearing. in 


the higheſt heavens, ſeated on his 
throne of glory, in all his power 


and majeſty, victorious over his ene- 
mies, and having all the nations of 


the earth aſſembled at his feet, ſnall 


beam upon his faithful ſervants ſome 
rays of his own divine light, then 


we ſhall ſee the fire that was hidden 


under the appearance of abjection 


and wretchedneſs, inſtantly rekind- 
led: then the man, who was ſo ob- 
ſcure, ſo lowly and deſpiſed, ſhall 
be diſtinguiſhed. from among the 
ſurrounding - multitude,” ſhall be 
raiſed up into the air by celeſtial 
ſpirits,» ſhall be encompaſſed with 


glory and immortality :+ and ſhow 


to 


T www 1 

to the lovers of this world an aſto- 
niſhing ſpectacle, while their hearts 
are tortured by all the horrors of 
deſperation from the deſolating 
 proſpe& of a deſtiny for themſelves 
fo different from what they behold . 
in him. Oh! wretched worldlings, 
how poor, feeble and contemptible 
are all the indignities which you can 
offer to a ſoul that can lean on this 
| bleſſed, this n.. and es 
ing hope. 

II. In the ſecond * the re- 
furre@ion of Jeſus was a complete 
triumph over all the corrupt paſſions 
of the human heart. Appointed by 
his eternal Father to be the victim 
of our redemption, ke was wounded 
or our iniquities, he was bruiſed for 
our fins, and by his bruiſes we are 
kealed.' Iniquity was permitted to 
_ that innocence which was 

Charged 


7 


af his faithful diſciples; the domi- 


or * 


charged with our guilt, and thus ts | 
precious life of Jeſus was deſtroyed. 


by the working of thaſe inordinate 


paſſions which he came to enable us, 


to-ſubdue. But in his refurreQtion,, 


my brethren, Conqueror of death! 


and bell, he has chained/to his tri- 
umphal car)thoſe paſſions which are 


" (te ſeedof death, andfthe ſupport of 
Satan's: infernal empire. From the 


day which, ſaw the completion of 


that auſpicious event, his grace and; 


love have eſtabliſhe® in the hearts 


nion of truth and virtue. No longer 


ter into the liberty of the children 
of God: are reinſtated in the rights 
which they had forfeited. Their 


* reſtores. to — 
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riority over paſſion, which they had 
unhappily loſt together with _ 
nal juſtice. 

Therefore, having nin with 35 | 
"Rt we muſt make it our conſtant 
object to perfect in ourſelves this 
bleſſed liberty, which he hath pur- 
chaſed for us: we muſt inceſſantly: 
labour to diminiſh. the weight of our 
own natural corruption, which, if 
ve ceaſe to ſtruggle with it, will in- 
fallibly force us down: to the re- 
gions of eternal death. Remember, 
always, my beloved, that the life of 
2 Chriſtian upon earth, is not that 
peaceful ſituation, in which the 
ſoul ſecured from every danger, en- 
joys in calm repoſe the fruits of its 
victory. No: it is a warfare; it is 
a daily combat of the law of the 
fleſh againſt that of the ſpirit. A 
continued ſeries of efforts to reſiſt 

Y the 


Far) 


. attractions of Yanhrefal vlegs: 
ſures: an unremitting attention to 
curb (thoſe rebellious propenſities, ) 
- which find it ſo painful to bend in 
obedience to the authority of rea- 
ſon and divine grace. Tranquility 
and ination would be our ruin. 
If we be once ſo remiſs as to make 
but a faint reſiſtance, the enemy will 
collect againſt us freſh forces. The 
inſtant of our inaQtivity, is the ſignal 
of our defeat. 5 
Each of you, my "IRE? muſt 5 
from ſad experience be well ac- 
quainted with the particular weak 
neſſes of your own hearts: you 
know what have been your predomi- 
nant paſſions, and the preciſe. ob- 
zeQts by which they have been ex- 
cited. Yourſelves, conſequently, 
can beſt point out by what precau- 
tions and labours you ſhall moſt 
2 likely h 
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likely ſucceed in effacing from your 
fouls the image of ſin,( that the 
image of God which he hath 
ſtamped upon them, may continue 
their grace and ornament to the end 
of time and throughout . 
Oh! then fail not, I conjure you, 
fail not from this moment to em- 
ploy thoſe precautions. Be indefa- 
tigable in thoſe labours. Without 
them you will foſter in your boſom 
a a ſeed of vice; you will ſuffer a 
principle of death to work within 
you: and a fatal poiſon to ſpread 
infection through your heart. With- 
out the utmoſt care on your part, 
the wounds of your ſoul; which, 
we truſt, the grace of Jeſus hath 
now healed up, will be all opened 
again, and diffuſe around an odour 
of corruption. \ Then the Church, 
which now celebrates the triumphs 

. 1 75. 06 
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of virtue in your hearts, will be re- 
duced, to the melancholy. neceſſity 
of | lamenting and weeping over 
your ruin. Alas! the will cry. out; 
How, is the gold darkened, the fine 
colour changed] All the beauty of the 
daughter of Sion hath, departed from 
her. The yoke of her iniquities is again 
come quickly upon her. All that paſs by 
deride her ſaying: Is this the city of 
perfect beauty, the joy of the whole 
earth 2 {She had been raiſed, from a- 
mong the ſhades of death, ſhe was 
decorated with grace, her whole 
form was the expreſſion of loveli- 
neſs, and behold now ſhe hath once 
more fallen, and is reckoned among 
thoſe who deſcend into hell.) „ 
1 know well, that (ability, i in 
perfect virtue, that an entire com- 
mand over paſſion, to the excluſion 
of any the leaſt deviation from rec⸗ 
55 N 
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titude, is not given to the juſt man 


on this fide of the grave. But, 
altho* you cannot obtain over your 
paſſions' a perfect victory, you can 
daily enfeeble their oppoſition, and 
ſubject them more fully to the in- 
fluence of divine charity. You 
can be tender of your own weak- 


neſs, by cautiouſly avoiding- every 


dangerous incitement to evil. By 
frequent retirement devoted to 
communications with heaven, you 
can nouriſh in yourſelves that piety, 
which is alarmed” at the ſhadow of 


guilt. By frequent and fervent | 


prayer, you can obtain that aid from 


above, which will hows e N all 


your efforts. 
And, oh! when fleſh a blood 


ſhall repine at the wholeſome ſeve- 


rities of virtue, when you ſhall 
find yourſelves diſpirited and wea- 


I. 2 ried 
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tried in the conflict with your ſpiri- 


tual foes, and when the world ſhall 
_ oppoſe your progreſs in holineſs, 
5 animate yourſelves to ſteady perſe- 
verance, by the glorious proſpett of | 
your own reſurreQion with Chriſt 
Jeſus to life and immortality. Be- 
hold, ſays St. Paul, I tell you a myſtery: 
we ſhall all indeed riſe again... This 
corruptible muſt put on incorruption; 
and this mortal muſt put on immorta- 
lity. Then ſhall come to paſs the ſay- 
ing that is uritten: Death is fwallow- 
ed up in victory... Thanks be ts God, 
who hath given us the mor, through 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Therefore, 
my beloved, be ye ſtedfa Jl and unmova- 
ble: always abounding i in the work of 
tie Lord, knowing that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord*. _ 
Dear, | 
* 1 Cor, c. xv. | 


— 
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: 'Dear,\ ſoothing} hope; which ena- 
bled holy Job to look with a tranquil 
eye on the whole collection of hu- | 
man miſeries accumulated around 
him, and gave him a ſtrength of 
mind far ſuperior to all the calami- 
ties, by which he was oppreſſed. 

I know, ſaid he, while his afflicted 
body was crumbling in pieces, 7 
know, that my Redeemer liveth, and, in 
te laſt day I ſhall riſe out of the 
earth*. This ſweet expedtation, 
this comfortable aſſurance fills my 
ſoul with joy, and makes me forget 
all my preſent ſufferings. I ſhall 
riſe out of the earth, and eternally 
behold the object of my love: and 
in my fleſh I ſhall ſee my God—this 
my hope is laid up in my boſom. Oh! 
my beloved friends, virtue is no 
Lg © 8,0 
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. diſguſting, piety has no 
longer any mixture of bitterneſs, 
duty is no more painful, tribulations . 
are but light trials which paſs away 
with the rapidity of lightning, 
death is a deſirable objekt to thoſe 
who are ſupported by this conſol- 
Ing thought. Let this hope, my. 
beloved, be laid up in our boſoms, 
it will encourage us to ſhow our 
fidelity to Jeſus, till the moment, 
when we deſcend into the grave; 
to conſecrate to him the bloom of 
youth, the ſtrength of manhood, 
and the maturity of advanced age; 
to live only for his love, and to 
give our laſt ſighs and the expiring 
efforts of our ſouls to him, Wo 
died and roſe again, that be might 
raiſe us up again to a bleſſed im- 
mortality, 
| It 


tr It being more proper 
that a diſcourſe which I have 
already publiſhed on the Aſcen=- 
ſion of our Lord, and aſſigned 
to the Sunday after Aſcenſion 
Day, (Sermons, t. iii. P- 92.) 
ſhould be made ufe of on the 
Feſtival itſelf; 1 bere inſert a 
Sermon drawn from the Epi- 
ſtle which is read on the above- 
mentioned Sunday, in order to 
ſupply the deficiency. 
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SERMON VI. 


: . 


Sinpar AFTER THE Asczu- 
A 'SION. 


On "OVER Injuries. 
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tual char ty among your ſelves : for 
charity covereth the multitude of 
ins. 1 Pet. c. iv, ve 8. 


T EIS conſtant, mutual, frater- 
nal charity, which is the continual 
theme of the Goſpel. of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, d is recommended i in all the 


| | e writings 


Before all things have a conſtant mu- 


( 153 ) 
writings of the Apoſtles—This' cha- 
rity, which, as we are informed by 
St. Peter, in the words of my text, | 
covers the multitude of defects 
which we may obſerve in our fel- 
low creatures, and is, conſequently, 
ever ready to pardon the injuries, 
which we may receive from them, 
is not to be conſidered as a virtue 
peculiar to the Chriſtian religion; 
but as having been a principal duty 
of man from the beginning of the 
world. The God of all goodneſs 
hath engraven the principles of it 
on eyery human heart: and out of 
the ten commandments, given to the 
Jewiſh people on the holy moun- 
tain, ſeven have for their imme- 
diate object its various branches. 
But, becauſe the Phariſees had 
made void the commandment of 
God by their own traditions, and 


„ : TT had 
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had cauſed their diſciples no longer 
to aſſociate with the idea of charity 
the obligation of forgiving injuries; 
our Redeemer enforces, in the moſt 
authoritative and impreſſive terms, 
that perfection of fraternal love, 
Which covereth the multitude of 
| fins. You have heard, ſaid he, that 
it hath been ſaid : Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thy enemy. But I 
fay to you: Love your enemies, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for 
_ them that perſecute and calumniate 
v Thus did Jeſus re-eſtabliſh 
by bis authority this immutable” ob- 
ligation: thus did he diſſipate the 
vain ſophiſtry which aimed at tif. 
ling the cries of nature. More. 
over, to enforce ftill more ſtron gly 
the _ of forgiving injuries, he 
ws hath 

bigs ie 43. 
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bath been pleaſed, by exalting men 
to the dignity of adopted children 
of God, to ſtrengthen the bands 


which unite them together: and in 


order to move them to this charity 
more efficaciouſſy, he hath cauſed it 
to be accompanied by the ſatisfac- 


tion of imitating his example, and 
the encouraging hope of one day 


meeting with a like indulgence at 
the tribunal of our ſovereign Judge. 
An error ſimilar to that of the 
Phariſees, an error, which originates 
in the corrupt paſſions of mens 
hearts, has at all times received, 


and ſtill continues to receive, much 


encouragement in the world. Of 
all the injunctions of Chriſtian mo- 
rality, there is not any againſt which 
the prejudices of men are more 
violent, to which cuſtom is more 
directly oppolite, or nature is more 
reluQant 


6 166) 
. reluQant, than the forgiving of in- 
. Juries. The world has almoſt ef- 
. faced revenge from the catalogue 
of crimes, and has conſecrated it by 
its ſuffrages. In the judgment of 
the world, to revenge an affront is 
to ſhow a proper ſpirit, to act by the 
principles of honour: he, who re- 
fuſes to revenge himſelf, is ſtigma- 
tized as daſtardly, deſpicable, and 
th eh to participate the * of 

men. | 

Againſt theſe falſe 4 impious 
; maxims (I ſhall this day produce 
before you) the deciſions of God's 
eternal wifdom: land ſhall ſhow you) 
that)the duty of loving all our fel- 
lo- creatures, whether friends or 
enemies, without a ſingle exception, 
is founded upon motives which ne- 
| ver can be invalidated: and, conſe- | 
quently, that revenge cannot be 
juſtified 


( ) 
juſtified by any pretext, which we 
may be capable of alleging. | 
The antient 'Stoic, formed by | 
Philoſophy, and boaſting an invul- 

nerable frame of mind, was a ſpecta- 
cle highly flattering to human va- 
nity. Having figured to himſelf 
| an! imaginary form of perfection, 
he held it not ſufficient to pardon 
injuries, and to ſupport afflictions: 
he would aim at a total inſenſibility. 
Thus advancing beyond the tem- 
perate limits which virtue marks 
out, he was neither father, ſpouſe, | 
friend, nor citizen: he was a Phi- | 
lofopher. What calumny can mo- 
« leſt me!” he fiercely exclaimed: 
« what evil is pain! what revolu- 
tion of human things can ſhake 
2 my conſtancy! Let the enemy 
c lay waſte our cities, and tear \ 
5 away my children from the em- 


braces 0 
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72 9 their diſconſolate mo- 
« ther: I ſhed no tears over cala- 
© mities which cannot affect me: 

Free in impfiſonment and chains, 

and tranquil amidſt the ruins of 

} c my country, I have loſt nothing, 
4 provided Þ but preſerve my vir- 

] e tue. Blinded by arrogance; he 
did not perceive, that this ſort of 
diſintereſtedneſs led to the extinc- 
tion of every ſocial virtue, and 
looſened every band, by which man 
is united to his fellow man. He did 
not perceive, that virtue does not 

go tothe eradicating, but to the 
right' ordering, of our affections: 
that virtue; in this life, has no me- 
rit, but by the ſacrifices which it 
makes, and that there can be no 
ſacrifices, where there” are no at- 
bn RA 
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Therefore, my Chriſtian friends, { 


1 do not come here to ſay to you: 


* 
* 


are offered you: the hand that 


Be inſenſible to the injuries which 


ſtrikes you cannot hurt nor wound: 


. 


the violence which plunders your 
property takes nothing from you: 


the loſs of all which you poſſeſs on 


earth ſhould cauſe you no afflition. 


This is the language of enthuſiaſm, 
not of religion. Jeſus. Chriſt hath 


f 


not ſaid to his diſciples: You ſhall. - 


love nothing in this world: but 


vou ſhall love Cod above all things. 
He hath not ſaid : You ſhall not ſuf- 


fer, you ſhall: not be afflicted; but 


[ 


A 
3 


you ſhall ſuffer, and you ſhall be 
patient, and in your patience you. ſhall. 

poſſeſs your ſouls; evil ſhall be done 
to you, and you ſhall return good: 

do good to them that hate you. Con- 
7 ſequently. your readineſs: to forgive: 
injuries 
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injuries muſt not be derived bm 
inſenſibility, or indifference, but 
from a nobler ſouree, from a higher 
principle, from the great and gene- 
ral law of fraternal charity. 

God, who, being in himſelf eſſena 
tially and infinitely happy, was plea- 
ſed to create man, that he might 
communicate to him aportion of his P 
happineſs, has ordained, that; in 


conformity to his - gracious opera- 


tions, every creature, which enjoys 
any ſhare of happineſs ſhall commu. 
nicate it to others, who are capable 
of receiving it: and that all, who 
aſpire to felicity, ſhall wiſh it 
to be imparted to their ſellow 
creatures. Hence there is rooted 
in every human heart an innate. 
principle of benevolence which | 
gives birth to its firſt affettions ;— 
Wo "gs of benevolence which: 
ö enxiſts 
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exiſts, antecedently- to whole corrupt 
paſſions, that ſeek to deſtroy it 
and to the efforts of that ſordid ſelf- 
love, which would check its exer- 
tions. He who beholds another in 
affliction and pain, has no need to 
conxince himſelf that he ought 
to be moved. The natural tender- 
neſs of his ſoul ſpontaneouſly in- 
clines him to ſuccour his unfortu- 
nate brother, before reaſon enlight- Ss 
ens him with reſpect to his duty. j 
Hence every heart is cheered by f 
ſcenes of public joy. There is none 
but is delighted to behold before 
him the image of happineſs, and 
taſtes a ſweet- ſatisfaction in labour. \ 
ing for its elen, and * 
liſhment. | 

Oh! man, let your mind dwell 
on the contemplation of theſe lovely 


catures,. which form in your fouls 
IO * 
| M the 
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1 
l : 
j ; , 


0 * likewiſe.” 


your hearts with indelidle charac- 
ters: * Thou' ſhalt love in others 


dies, which are dear to thee, loſe 
„ no part of their value, becauſe 


xD 5 N 
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1 the image of the Deity. "Read the 


primeval. law which is written on 


Their nature, their ſaculues, their 


< they appear in thy brother. God 


loves thy brethren; therefore 
«they are amiable. As long as 
« their will is not inflexibly at- 
4 tached to evil, he Wiſhes to re- 


„ He —— the — who 


& therefore thou _— pardon th chem. - 
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nature: 3 ah wa diſciples - 
of Jeſus, muſt carry your views ftill 
farther. Contemplating your fel 


low. ereatures in the light of divine 


united in Chriſt Jeſus, covered 
over with his blood, deſtined. toge- 
_ ther with you to participate his feli- 
eity. Hence ariſe new connections 
þ which may not be diſſolved ; bands 
of affeftion which are ſtronger than 


by the love of Jeſus. To ſeparate 
_ yourſelves from thoſe, who are u- 
nited to him, is to injure his good- 
* nels, 1 and t ſeparate | yourſelves 
_ from him alſo. Can we ſeek to de- 
- troy thoſe whom he delights to 
fave! Can we breath vengeahee; 
while his blood difarms even juz 
Mice! No: there can be no longer 
M 2 . 


revelation, - you | behold them all 
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any enmities under the dominion of 

grace, The Chriſtian, who -Joves - 
Jeſus, can no longer bear the leaſt 
ill-will to any human creature 
Theſe are the invariable motives 
on which is founded the law of 


fraternal love; and by virtue of 
which, it muſt be extended to all 
men, however their conduct may 
have been to you ungrateful, inju- 
rious or unjuſt, Vour enemy, by all 
his! outrages, hath not broken; and 
uld not break the bands which 
unite you to him. He is fall a child 
of the ſame parent: ſtill bears on 
his forehead the image of the Divi- 
| nity#-which- claims your: reſpect. 
Has he loſt, by one diſorderly paſ- 
ſion, all the qualities, which before 
made him amiable? your brother, 
who has injured you, is ſtill in poſ- 

o of all the n Which 
9 give 5 


( 7 
give a value to your exiſtence.” He 
is, as well as you an objet of love \ 
tothe divine Being. The ſame de- 
ſtiny, the ſame; hopes bind you yet 
together. — And ſnall an indiſcreet 
expreſſion, an injury exagerated, 
probably, by your own vanity, or 1 
which, perhaps, has no exiſtence but 
in your Own imagination, ſhall it 
deſtroy an union cemented by na- 
ture and grace, and make an eter- 
nal oppoſition between creatures, 
who ſtill muſt be inſeparable! Shall 
the laws of your Creator be leſs 
powerful than a tranſitory intereſt, 
or yield to the ſallies of caprice 
and, humour! Tender humanity, K 
dear charm of life, pure ſpring of 
every pleaſurable affection, what 
would become of thy ſweet influ- 
ence, if it depended only on the a- : 
-_— of mens paſſions, and the 
NM 3 Coin 


| { leaneſt not upon ſupports ſo ſeeble: 
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eoincidence aß intereſts purfued by 
ambition and vanity! No: tho! 


one common Father, one ſame na- 
(ture; one country: theſe are thy 
foundations: theſe nothing ſhalt 
deftray: ; ſand while theſe ſhall fab< 
GR, thy! ſoft emotions ſhalt not ceaſe 
ta be excited. Who' is weak, and 7 
am not weak Who. is ſtandalized; 
ant I am. not on fire? Thie is the 
vice of nature, the voice of Reli. 
gion. Wo to me, if the eries of be- 

ne volence be ever ſtifled im mne e 
we reſentment of an injury! 
Vou may perhaps imagine, "ele : 

the guilt, which your neighbour 
contratts by the injury-whi 


#3; 


| your 


( e ) 


your enmity againſ him. But why \ 


ſhould in? His injuſtice has not al- 
tered his nature: therefore you 


muſt ſtill love him. As long as he 


is a man, you muſt intereſt yourſelt 


in his happineſs. Are we to wait 


till our neighbours be conſtantly. 


a virtuous; before our hearts 
| Xxpanded to them by bene vo- 


nes Without dbubt, their 


crimes disfigure: in them the image 
of the Deitx: but the ſupreme 
Being. who: formed, his weak: crea- 
tures, is not without che means of 


break in pisces the veſſel, which 


the Lord may hereafter: deſign-to 
fill with! the abundance of his gra- 
ces:? While! his clemency inclines 


braces of virtue, ſhall I wiſh him 


to be miſerable and to periſh? 
M4 Oh! 


} 
| 
| 
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oh! my friends, poor and feeble 
creatures as we are, creatures, who 
have no reſource but in the bounty 
of the Father of mercies, ſurely we 
cannotrefuſe to imitate his patience, 
his ſweetneſs, his clemency. When 
we caſt our eyes upon the variety 
of his wonderful works, in all we 
diſeover continual marks of his love. 
He commandeth the ſun to ſhine, 
and the heavenly dews to fall upon 
the juſt and the impious. His bleſ- 
ſings are equally divided among 
the good who praiſe his name, and 
the wicked. who inſult him . and = 
abuſe his favours. . All creatures 
bear witneſs that our God loves 
his enemies. Both heaven and 
earth pronounce againſt the re- 5 
vengeful: a ſentence of condemna- . 
tion. rw: 1 ec Zutun 0 4536150 
; Qi 84 © 3 bas yu Win But J 
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But Rill more foreibly does che 


blood of leſus cry out againſt them. 
Behold him immolated on the eroſs, 


praying and apologizing for thoſe 


who are unjuftly! ſhedding his bloôd, 


oppoſing only his meekneſs and ten-" 
derneſs to their malice and brutal 
fury. Oh! what a terrible ſpefta- 
cte' for a Chriſtian who bears any 
enmity to his brother for a Chri- 
ſtian whoſe religion teaches | him 


that all men would be loſt without 


reſource, did not love with-hold the 


tian the foundations of whoſe re- 


| ligion are cemented by the blood 

of his Redeemer, poured forth for 
the ſalvation of his enemies: — a 
ſe religion ſubſiſts on 
earth by the reconeiliation of the 
creature with his injured Creator, 
and in „ na the unaſterable 


union 


ns 


giom in a word, in its principle, = 
| . „% 
- vityt: 
e | Mornoren wy beloved friends, i ic 

tune, than any which you can bring, 
| FRO him, is his own injuſtice. 
His fall: ſhould, eee | 


_ ns ke ar — 
to. the fame, failings, all prone to 
— ls. 1 Qua vintues at 


hat: pindulgace — 065 vbich 
i lore from own haavenly, 
Father. 


TE 7 * 
Where is the man 
— dave juſt caufe to trem-. 
would net 


kle, if God at him with 
8 9 —— = 
eee which he 3 to 
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1 
trate into f 
conſciences, an pen — 0 = 
we _ —— hs | 
ſhall ter v thall | bw 
\od we og na 5 
from God, en ſhalb wha 
3 eee -g. | 
—— ones ies, Cords who: ſhall fays. | 
2 — Nut 7 Od den _ 
the: 
— prime: = 
with, one anothen, 2 giving 
—_— _ the Lord hath 
gainſt another: ih 
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"forgiven; you; Jo do you'alſo. Balla 
bove all theſe: things abe charity 5 
which is the bond of -perfeftion'i and 

let the peace g Chriſt rejoice in your” 
hearts e that peace, which. Jeſus: 
| the : Prince of peace im darts to all 

his diſciples, e were afar- 

Mand ta them that are: nigl, recon- 

culing both to God in one body by the! 

croſs, lilling he enmitiet in _ 
tn 2nnoglbs lo bas, ho aint 
II. Oppole now. nee 
cible; arguments the pretextswhich! 
( you can allege for continuing 
your enmities. You will mention“ 
f your natural repugnance t loving 
thoſe by whom you have been in- 

| treated. you will produce the 

f ims of the world and your: dread: of 
its ee Vo pretend that . 
536 A. kya aft 2h 073 dere ou 
oe e. iii. v. 12. f Epheſ. c. ii. 


(s 


Fou cannot ſtifle your reſentment. * 


But, when your worldly intereſts 
are concerned, when you ate aim 


ing at advancement in life, hen 


you are under the dominion of am- 
bition, your affections readily bend 
to your deſigns; your inclinations 
take a new turn; you loſe} your 
fierceneſs, your paſſions ſubſide: 
you can then bear many lights and 
contempts: you can ſwallow af 
fronts; ydu become -complaiſant, 


ing of your deſired object: and 


\ 


ſupple, perhaps, even groveling in / 
the extreme; all becomes ſupports 


able, provided it lead to the attain= 


ſhall not the hopes which divine 


faith inſpires, ſhall not the excel- 
lence and the rewards of charity, 
overcome that unjuſt repugnance, 
which keeps you at a diſtance from 
your brother? Shall it be reckoned 


too 
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 #vopainfol to bring your inclina- 
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vou well know, that true heroiſn 


ons — — 
1 


Ade word 70 «ſap; vil 


e 
— Scan ſueh un 
_ Iinfult 10 paſs wubirevenged. Mull 
what ate the judgments of men, 

that they ſhould influence you in 
| this particular? Are you to prattiſe 
 bSintue only after their mode? Ak! 


iz 10 imitate Jeſus praying for his 
unjuſt and crane} execintionets 5+ 
that biefſed are they who Juffer pere. 

eution- for juſtice ſake that to be 


your poſſeſſions, of your hotout. 


and your life, it is ſuſficieht to be 


able to ſay within your own hearts: 


1. *I preferve my virtue: God be- 


. * helds mt: and he — — 


4 1 %. * * 2 
8 Let 
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Let us contem ourſelves with this, \ | 
teſtimony of conſciente. Let us 
liſten neither to our prejudiees wor 
h be convinced, that revenge is | 
not made for. our hearts; that ha 
tired is always a painful ſentiment, | 
If the forgiving of an injury be re- 
pugnant to the diſpofitions of pure 
and unadulterated nature, Why 
vould you rather choofe to be Abel \ 
_ expiring under the hand of his mur- 
| dering brother, than Cain ho a- 
_ efifices him to appeaſe his revenge? 
Why _—_ hearts glow' with af- 
« avid when he forgives 
-Lottiel; who-hationdew — 
juries? Why does the tear of ſenſi- 
behold Joſeph embracing his bre- 
hren? Oh! let us follow the bent | 
of benevolence, and we ſhall feel 
IP 0510! how 
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hoy pleaſant it is i to its in- 
fluence : let us forgive, and we 
ſhall. be 2 appy : after We have for- 
given: let us do good to our ene- 
mies, and from the ſacrifice which 
we make for that end, we ſhall de- 
rive the moſt exquiſite enjoyment. 
The firſt efforts of this virtue will be 
ſhocking to our paſſions : but after 
we have praiſed i it we find it _—_ 
ſweet and conſoling. er. 

No more, then, tn us Gate * 
you this unchriſtian language: 
My enemy has blackened my re- 
<<. putation, has robbed me of my 
property, has oppoſed my inte- 
«, reſts; I cannot love him.“ Has 
oppoſed, your intereſts! Immortal 
foul, deſtined to be eternally happy 
by the knowledge and love of the 
divine Being, have you then for- 
domen ur on dt gnity and your 

| | geilorious 
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glorious expeRations ! Does your 
felicity center in the enjoyment of 
tranſitory goods ? Was it for objects 
ſo contemptible, ſo vile, that you 
have been redeemed with an infinite 
price? Did Jeſus chooſe for him- 
felf a ſtate of poverty and abjeQion, 
to give you an exalted idea of world- 
ly glory, of riches, or of any thing 
that depends on this life ? Without 
doubt, if you place your happineſs 
in theſe frivolous objects, you will 
never love the rival that diſputes 
them with you, nor the unjuſt man 
who takes them from you. But, 

' becauſe your affections are diſor- 

derly, are your enmities leſs crimi- 

nal? Ah!] my friends, if we would 
diſcharge the obligations of a Chri- 
ſitian, adorn our lives with the vir- 
tues which the Goſpel recommends 

hos us, and paſs the few days of our 

| „% = en 
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earthly exiſtence in peace and har- 
mony, without hatred, animoſity 
and revengeful defires, we muſt nei- 
ther be worldlings, voluptuous, am- 
bitious nor covetous. While we 
affix! too muck value to | preſent 
things, our hearts are corrupt, our 
affections are vitiated in their ſource, 
and will not fail to branch out into 
jealouſies, diſcords, and every other 
evil, that is 8 ol bun + 
1 1 . 
Place your ae in herren, 
FER your: hearts will be there alſo: ' 
and then you will ſay, with the A- 
poſtle: I have compared preſent 
things with the bleſſings which await 
a faithful diſciple of Jeſus, and 1 
have judged that it was better to 
loſe all that paſſes with time, than ta 
loſe that charity which is the foun- 
dation of everlaſting happineſs. 7 + 
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count all things to be but 55 for the 


excellent knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the 
loſs of all things, and count them but as 
dung, that 1 may gain Chr iſt aud may 
be found in him*. If temporal things 
have in my eyes any value, it is 


when they do not ſtand in oppoſition : | 


to the duty which I owe to Jeſus. 


A! 


When the divine goodneſs permits . 


me the uſe of them, the voice of my 


gratitude is heard at the throne of \ 


God. When his Providence takes 
them from me, I bow down with 


ſubmiſſion to his equitable appoint- 
ment. I adore his Juſtice which 


puniſhes here, that it may ſpare me 


in eternity. I know, that his mer- 


cies are above all his works, that 


his deſigns all tend to my happinel, 


Ne e and 


* Phil, c. ii. 


* 1 


* 


* 


0 wo. ) 

and in the confidence with which 

this truth inſpires me, the firſt wiſh 
of my heart is, that. his will be 
done. r 

Can I be much 8 when 

men, injure me, if I diſcover by .the 


light of faith, that the obſtacles, 
which they throw in the way of my 


. preſent proſperity, are the means of 


my everlaſting ſalvation. 1 muſt 
y pity them, becauſe they are ſo un- 
I fortunate, as to be unjuſt: but 1 : 
mult . love them, becauſe they are 
my brethren, whom my heavenly | 
F ather yet regards. with affeQtion, 

and whom his grace.can yet reinſtate 
in their right to the inheritance of 
Fo his. children. Deſtined to enjoy 
the rewards which are promiſed to 
virtue, I have no hatred, but for the 
| guilt which- defiles my ſoul; I have 
no Men, but the evil ſpirit who 


. ſeeks. 5 
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ſeeks my eternal .ruin: and even, 


if his perverſe will were not inflexi- 


” 


ble, I would pray for his return to 6 
goodneſs. | _ WEE: 
Oh! Chriſtians, if our eyes, wich 7 
ſo often wander among earthly Va- 
nities, be fixed at length on the ob- 
jets which Religion preſents be- 
fore us: if we contemplate Jeſus 
giving his life for his enemies, con- 
tinually interceeding for them, 
Judging the living and the dead, and 
rejeding from his embraces thoſe 
who are not made conformable to 
his bleſſed i image : his example, - his 7 
menaces, his promiſes will infallibly 
deſtroy every ſpecious pretext, 
which we can bring for jultifying 
our averſions. 
Leet theſe powerful motives touch 
your hearts. Let the blood of Je- 
ſus, which eries for mercy to de- 
. Ng TR 


r 
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K "Ow to you from heaven, obtain 


it from you for your brethren on 


| ; earth. Forgive; that you may de- 


ſerve forgiveneſs. Love all men 


„ in God; that you may be worthy 
| of his love. Do good to your ene- 


mies; that the Lord may turn 


| away his face from your iniquities, 


and crown you. with ine d 


1 
_ Give to my 1 this PR 


3 me have the ſatisfaction 


to learn, that even one among you 


has profited by this exhortation, | 


and is ſincerely reconciled with his 
enemy. How fair and beautiful 


7 would. the Cbriſtian Church ap- 
pear, if all her members were united 


by charity! How would ſhe tri- 
umph, could ſhe ſay to the unbe- 


lievers, who are happy to be wit 
nales to our diſſenſions: Behold 
| 8 ' thele, ; 


— 


— 


2 thefs whom I carry in m bo- . 
« ſom, have but one heart and n 
* foul: they are all friends, all af 
% fectionate brothers: and while 
you are injuring and reviling 
« them, t they have no wiſh but what 
n friendly and kind to you: they 
« are ſupplicating heaven for your 
. happineſs, while you are meditat- 
ing their deſtruction !“ This is the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity. It 
condemns every ſpecies of enmity 
and diſlike, even that which is co- 

vered over with a how of zeal for 
the intereſts of Religion. It repro- 
bates the hypocrite, who dares to 
approach its altars, while he har- 
bours in his breaſt the leaſt ill-will 
againſt any brother, either on ac- 
count of his differing from him in 
religious opinions, or of any other 
dilagreement whatever. 


* < Now A 


. * 5 N — . 7 . yl 1 
"© 165 * 1 94 

2 | \ | 

= } 


q 
L 
| 
1 
| 
| 


j 


2 5 


Now, therefore, my brethren, let 
is us proſtrate ourſelves before this 
ſacred altar, in this ſanctuary of mer- 
cy, and cordially careſs each other 
in the boſom of our heavenly Fa. 
ther. Feeding here on the ſame 
celeſtial food, drinking of the ſame 
chalice, the new teſtament in the 
blood. of Jeſus, let us beg of the 
ſpotleſs Lamb. to ſeal our .reconci- 
"lation with his grace, and to che- 
riſh in our hearts the pure flames 
of love, that our union on earth 
may be daily more and more con- 
: firmed, till it become at length | in- 
dilloluble in a bliſsful immortali y. 
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SERMON vn. 
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On the Excellence of he Chti- 
| tian Diſpenſation. 4 


6 b SS 3.8 > «a>, > $3. . . 
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Die Paraclete, the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
tie Father will fend in my name, 
he will teach you all things, and 
or all things to your mind, what- 


fever T ſhall have ſaid to JO, Jo. 
g / 5 e. xiv. v. 26. 


a * 


0 His 5 conſoling 3 of our 
tac ious Redeemer was completely 


ſulfiled 


2 8 786 F 


fulfilled; in the dil myſtery, which 
"5s the object of our devotion on 
theſe days of ritual feſtivity and) 
joy. When the Spirit of God, the 
third perſon of the adorable Tri- 
nity deſcended upon the Apoſtles, 
and firſt diſciples, enriching them 
with his gifts and graces, then did 
the Lord Jeſus create to þimſelf a 
new people, who ſhould adore his 
eternal Father in ſpirit and in truth; 
then did he renew the face of the 
earth, forming with its inhabitants 
that bleſſed alliance, of which the 


diſtant proſpect had filled the hearts 
of the LEP, and d. ü with 


| law of grace wy love, the grand c * 


jea, the end and conſummation of 
all his deſigns and labours, in fas | 
vour of his once ruibed creatures. 


y Kong habthedarknofsofiguerance 
bol Hit | . been 
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been ſpread over all the nations of 
the earth, when that eternal wiſdom, 


which affiſts at ihe throne of God, 
was pleaſed to impart to men its ce- 
leſtial light. Almoſt all thoſe, who, 
in antient times, were dignified. with 


the title of levers of wiſdom, had 


devoted their mental faculties to 
ftudies unproduRive of virtue and 
of happineſs. They had laboured: 
to explore the elements which con- 
ſtitute the material creation. They 
had eſtimated the powers which 


give motion to the vaſt ſyſtem of 


= the univerſe. They had flattexed 


themſelves, that they bad penetrats 


ed the veil which concealed, hs 
myſteries of nature from the eyes 
of the reſt of mortals. But wich 


reſpe&, to that knowledge Which 


regulates the moral conduct of life, 
* de . the. human mind. 


** 


*. 
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had ſerved only to prove its uncer- 


tainties (and its impotence when 
unaſſiſted by divine revelation. The 


Philoſophers had obſcured the very 


Principles of natural law. They 


ſaw' not the ſprings of the human 


heart. They were ignorant of its 


weakneſs and of its dependence on 
the ſupreme Being. By ſome of 
them the great Author of nature was 
hardly diſcovered in the ray of 
his'omnipotence; © ©  - / 1451 


Such was the blindneſs of: buman EE 


kind; While their underſtandings 


were governed by the dictates of 


Philoſophy. Abſurdity and wmpiety : 


every where" prevailed; and truth, 
8 ww; ppeared, was compelled 
K venerable) head from 
ce contempt and ſcorn of the 


children of men. But the exceſs of 


our calamity was followed by amoſt 
— SN | —— 
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MITES 1 a remedy 
| contrived by infinite wiſdom, and 
applied by infinite, inexpreſſible 
love. The light, which was to guide 
us, beamed forth even from the 
boſom of the Divinity. Jeſus. the 
light of the world, Jeſus, the way, 
the truth and the life, appeared a- 
mong men, and having ſown the 
ſeeds of truth in the minds of - his 
followers, ſent down the divine ſpi- g 
| rit of truth to awaken their remem- | 
| brance of all things, which he had 
ſaid to them, to abide. with them, 
| and to teach them. all truth. to the ' 
| end of the world. * kl. RB 


4 Thus was | 6! 
forced the law of loye; not, like , 
55 the Jewiſh law, written on tables „ 

ſtone, delivered to the trembling = 
multitude in thunder and lighten- 
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ing, and accompanied by dreadful 


threats of death; but with inexpreſ- 


ſible ſweetneſs imprinted on the 


fouls of men, and engraven by grace 


on the tables of their hearts. This 


is the covenant, which I will make with 


them after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord : 
T will give my laws in their hearts, 


and on their minds will 4 write 


them®. 
Therefore, my brellren, it ſhould 


be a principal part of our devotion 


at this' ſacred time, to beg of the 
divine Spirit, that he will merciful. 


ty write his law upon our hearts, 


with the finger of his own right 


hand, and impreſs it ſo deeply upon 


them, that it may never more be 


M ——# Contemplating the 


ja FTE; of the ens, on the Holy 
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Ghoſt in this point of view, as the 
promulgation of the law of love, a 
law pregnant with ſo many bleſſings 
and comforts to mankind, I ſhall 
endeavour to heighten your grati- 
tude to your divine Legiſlator, and 
to fix your fidelity in the obſervance 
of his ordinances, by painting out 
to you the excellence of the Chri- 
ſtian diſpenſation. For this end, I 
ſhall, in the firſt place, conſider the 
importance of that knowledge, 
which we derive from its heavenly 
revelations; and then draw from 
the ſubject ſome practical inferen- 
ces, Which may well deſerve. your 
ſerious attention. DD BAGS 12 
As all the duties of Sar 
from the relation i in which he ſtands 
to his Creator, and from the diffe- 
rent bands, by which he is united 
do his fellow-men, it follows, that 
7, O08 | x. the 
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5 the ae of moral law, and the 


means of attaining to happineſs, 
and avoiding miſery, muſt be de- 
rived from our knowledge, firſt, of 
che nature and attributes of the di- 
vine Being, ſecondly, of our rela- 
tive ſituation with reſpe& to him 
and to our fellow-creatures, and, 
laſtly, of the condition and circum- 


ſtances of our own being. In this 


6 three-fold knowledge originate all 


: our ideas of virtue and happineſs, 


LEE knowledge is excited that inward 8 


and the rules of primitive juſtice, 
Which are a light to our minds, dif. 
covering to us the merit or deme- 
Fit of our aQtions,. and fixing on 
each of them an invariable charac- 
ter of good. or. of evil. By this 5 


ſentiment of our heart, which all 
the violence of paſſion can never 


. N ſuppreſs, ay: which 4-2 . 
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that militates againſt the dictates of 


virtue, is a diſorder, a degradation 
of our being, and a ſhameful abuſe 


of the gifts of our Creator. With- 
out ſuch knowledge there could be 
no enlightened piety. Without it 


the worſhip of the Deity would de- 
generate into ſuperſtition; vices 


would be exalted to the rank of 
virtues; the paſſions would rage 


without control; violence and ca- 


price would uſurp the empire of 
reaſon; and ſociety would be an 


aſſemblage of human creatures, 


| akting without principle, harmony, 


or order, and haſtening to deſtruc- 


tion in the purſuit of ſome form of 
good depicted before chem by 


their heated and deluded e 


2 nations. d TE n 


6 
Obviating all theſeevils,my bre- 


— 
oe 


AX the Chriſtian ebenem e 


hibits to our minds, as far as we are 
capable of comprehending them, in 


this imperfect ſtate, the glorious and 


endearing attributes of God; eſta- 
-bliſhes for us the foundations of 
all ſocial virtues; and informs us 
ol our preſent condition and future 


deſtiny, making us acquainted with 
our natural weakneſſes, and point- 
ing out the means of alleviating all 


our pains and afflictions. 


I. What noble ideas of the di. 


vine Being may be drawn from 
the oracles of revelation! With 
What majeſty do they paint out to 


us the true and lving God, ſelf-ex- 
iſting from eternity to eternity, 


creatures. At his command, the 


Tir ſyſtem of nature ariſes from 


the 


(ww) 


is compoſed into order and faſhion- 
ed into beauty) and the earth is 
covered with a delightful variety of 
flowers and fruits. His hand ex- 


tends over our heads the {ſtarry 
_ vault of) heaven guides the cele- 


ſtial in their (majeſtic) eourſe; 
and holds the tumultuous oceans 
captive within their appointed li- 
mits. He commands the night, ( in 

her turn, to cover the earth with 
| roll, and, in the morning, 
is forth a flood of cheering' 
light upon the inhabitants of the 
earthhow refreſhed and invigorated 


buy ſufficient repoſe.) Ne heavens 


ſhow forth the glory of God, and the 
firmament declareth the work of his 
hands*.” He holds in his hand the 


Oz. - chav 


* Bf. xviii, v. 1. 


\ 


Gut and formleſs maſs {aca 1 


wi as — 


— —————— ˙— 1 


8 


— 8 : 4 2 3 * : F | 
= —ẽ —— — — — — ———— 6 — - —— —— 6—— cw » nos 2 FE 
* 2 = 1 = * — — * T— — — „—— —— — e — — 
< * 8 Es 2 2 
, 2 \ « e n — * 4 : n 5 8 b 
I , — — 22 — _ « 28 1 n 8 7 bd 8 So» 2 AL . 
\ * — TT 2 — % — * — — os : 1 5 2 2 * 
mm SOLES f ES n ld oa _—_ = 4 —— — — — — Lr . _ 4 2 5 P A 
ccc 3 D 3 — — _———— — ” 


. 


— 
25 


* 


1 
F 


4 
: F 


chain of events.) He deterniines 
_ the deſtiny of Empires, and plans 
- the revolutions of ages. He breaks 
ſceptres, demoliſhes thrones, and 
in one inſtant ſcrumbles to duſt all | 
the magnificent monuments of hu- 
man pride. Glory and power are 


excluſively his own. 


Whatever, 


dignity or greatneſs ſinks in his pre- 
ſence into ee and no- 
c ching.) Fi 

Theſe luminous conceptions of 
the divine power, which are-calcu- 
lated to impreſs us with a deep 
ſenſe of our dependence on the ſo- 

vereign Ruler of the univerſe, were 
at no time entirely baniſhed from 
the minds of men, not even amidſt 
all the wanderings of error and ini- 
quity. All the nations of the earth 


have ever acknowledged a power 


— 


pre- 


19% 
preſiding over the world, and, con- 
ſequently, we find, in every region 
and in every period of time, tem- 
ples, prieſts, and victims ſet apart 
to pay it homage. But the idea of 
ſuperiour power, ſeparated from 
the idea of the qualities which 
make it amiable, has produced ef- 
feats more dangerous, than thoſe 
which have been engendered | by 
impiety itſelf. 1 When the Deity ap- 
peared encompaſſed only with ter- 
rors, poor, deluded men, trembling 
before their idols, forgot that they 
were the children of a tender and 
loving parent, and viewed themſelves 
as the flaves of a tyrant capricious, 
arbitrary, cruel, and thirſting for 
human blood. The notion, like- 
wiſe, of a blind deſtiny, which the 
Pagan ſuppoſed to control che ex- 
ertions of the ſuperior power, plun- 


* 


* 


s) 1 5 
ged him til} deeper in the horrors 
of deſpair.” Thus altars were ere&- 
ed by feat only, and frequently the 
-unfortunate Fatherthought it his du- 
ty to behold with a tranquil eye the 
blood of his ſon ſtreaming upon the 
Altar, to appeaſe che wrath of "his 
atze Gods. 95 OEM 
But oh! bleffed” be our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who by ſending bis 
divite Spirit to promulgate: his ami- 
able law, hath taught us that liberal 
and noble mode of worſhip, and in- 
ſpired us with that ſweet, conſoling 
piety, which is the fruit of confi- 
denee and love. To us the idea of 
the Deity is dear and precious: it 
nouriſhes our gratitude, and calms 
our fears, without diminiſhing our 
reſpett and veneration. We know, 
to our nevereeaſing joy, that the 
ol — is ever regulated by 
| 9 wildem, 
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n zuſtiee and goodneſs, A- 


*F 


midſt the wonderful. works Which 
proclaim the glory af the Lord, we. 
behold, in the light of divine reve- 
lation, man diſtinguiſhed in a ſpe- 
cial manner ; — man made happy ; 
under the government of a Provi- 


dence which is ever attentive to his 


wants; man conſtituted in autho- 
rity over all other viſible creatures, 
and charged with: the pleaſing duty 
of paying the tribute of gratitude, 
which they owe to their bountiful 
Creator; — man, the principal ob- 


ject of God's complacence, the end 


of all his productions, the mofl ſub- 


lime and excellent of all his Works 
on earth. For man the earth is 
prodigal. of its treaſures ;; for him 
the ſun beams forth its beneficent 
rays; for him the clouds ſend down 
the he (oltering) dews. 0 Lord, o 
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Lord low admirable is thy name in the 
whole earth....1 will behold thy | hea- J 
vens; the works of thy fingers, the moon, 
and the ſtars which thou haſt founded. 
What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? or the ſon of man, that thou 
vifiteſt him? Thou haſt made him a 
little leſs than the Angels; thou haſt 
crowned him with" glory and honor; 
and haſt ſet him over the works of thy 
hands; thou _ * all — 
under his feet®. $61 3 
— 1 liſten with exquiſite delight 5 
while T hear the pure and enlight- 
ened religion of Jeſus thus raiſing 
its conſoling voice; Oh! man be 
innocent, and you ſhall be- happy. 
Obey the commands of your Crea- 
tor, walk in the way which i is mark. 
EA out I oe by his $> meer 


* Pf. viii, 


(201) 

* wiſdom; and enjoy his bleffings; let 

your heart be filled with his com- 

forts. Be innocent; and fit down 
to the feaſt of life under the ſmiles 

of approving heaven. Let no anxi- 


ous fears, nor ' miſgivings diſturb” 


your reſt. You, to whom the world 
is unfriendly, you who fit penſive, 
and depreſſed, brooding over your 
indigence and manifold diſtreſſes, 
be cheered and comforted by this 
aſſurance, that he, who cloths the 


lillies of the field with ſuch ſuperb 


magnificence, who feeds the birds 
of the air with bountiful profuſion, 
does not forget thoſe of his crea- 
tures, whom he hath formed to his 


own bleſſed image. No: if the 


days of your earthly pilgrimage be 
filled with miſeries, if you be borne 
down by the preſſure of temporal 
dams or perſecuted by the in- 


juſtice : 


* 
—— — . — 
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55 juice of men, acknowledge, even 


in your wretchednefs, acknowledge 
the goodnels of the divine Provis 
dence. If it afflict you, it muſt, be 
in order to purify, and to fit, you, 
for the, enjoyment of bleſſings more 
valuable, than thaſe of which you 
are now. deprived. From the infir- 
mities and pains of your body, and 
from the diſappointments and trou- 
bles of this life, the Lord will de- 
rive health, peace wee 
your immortal ſoul. 1111 
From this 3 of ho, a 
vine goodneſs; ariſes the obligation 
of religious worſhip, of which the 
principal duties are love and grati- 
tude. Hence the great precept of 
an is the foundation of all pie- 
ty, ti the principle of juſtice, and the 
end of every other law. Vain is 
the ene, which men may 
5491117 | | place 
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5 1 in che multitude: of victims 
which they offer to the living God, 
in the maynificence of the gifts, 


with which they decorate his altars; 


in the ſplendour of their temples, 
and the ſolemnity of their feſtivals, 
| only chavity can make their homage 


E 


acceptable in his ſight. He is not b 


to be honoured by exteriour prat̃ti- 
ces only. Every teſtimony of ho- 
mage, which is not animated by 
divine love, is unworthy of his 


greatneſs. His choſen temples are 


our hearts. There he wiſhes ta hold 
dominion, and he eſtimates our 
worſhip, by the number of n 
which we make tb him of our inor- 
dinate affeftions. Thew ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy hols heart. 
his is the greateſt and the firſt com 
 maniiment. Do this, and thou Malt 


ve. _ this, and thou ſhalt be 


ann 
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united in bleſſed intercourſe with 
infinite wiſdom and beauty, with 
the ſource of every excellence 5 
perfection. AHoidw f2iv 
II. The law of: Joie: neatly 
: beneficial in its influence by eſta- 
bliſhing the foundations of every 
| ſocial. virtue. Man naturally car- 
ries within himſelf an inordinate 
ſelf- love, whichjprompts him to re- 
fer all things around him to his on 
| peculiar advantage, to view ot er 
creatures merely as the inſtruments - 
of his own happineſs, to diſregard 
them, when he thinks them uſeleſs 
to him, and to hate them, when they 
ſtand in the way of the accompliſh- 
ment of his ſelfiſh deſires. This 
dangerous paſſion, diſguiſed in va- 
rious forms, is the parent of trea- 
e N violence, ambition, injuſtice, 
HERE ae, n dae ä 
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cruelty, and of all the crimes that 
fill ſociety with trouble and conſter- 
Eee | 

The Spirit of God abit poſſel. 
9 the hearts of men, makes 
them feel the injuſtice of this ſel- 
fiſh. and ſordid propenſity. It re- 


preſents to us the whole world, as 


one Republic, over which God 
preſides, and all the inhabitants. of 
the earth; as one family, looking 


up for. counſel and ſupport. to the 


ſame wiſe and tender Parent. In 
the light of divine revelation, we 


diſcover, that all men are our bre- 


thren in Chriſt Jeſus, have all the 
ſame wants, and the | lame title to 
relief, and that it is an atrocious in- 
jury to divine Providence not to 
diſtribute to his own children the 
gifts which the Father of the f amily 
hath put into our hands. The Goſ- 
. 0 | pel 


pl: 


pel teaches us, that the love of our- 


ſelves, that love which is ſo warm 
for our own intereſts, is the mea- 


fare of the love which we owe to 


This law ſo generous, fo equita- 
ble, ſo full of humanity, is the pa- 
rent of mutual confidence and fide- 


ty among men, of peace, barmony 
Felicity and ſocial virtue. Guided by 


this law, the citizen is convinced, that 


he cannot be juſtified in depriving 
fociety of thoſe good offices and 
| fervices which it demands at his 


hands; that he is bound to devote : 
his perſon and his labours to the 


emolnment of his! countay, from 
which, in common with his fellow- 
citizens, he derives ſo many advan- 
tages. He is equally averſe from 


inglorious idleneſs, and from turbu- 


„ . lent 
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one activity. He readily reges 
the grateful Wha of private life, 
when called upon to engage in ufe- 
ful accupations. He taſtes his moſt | 
refined and exquiſite - pleaſure in 
contributing to the happineſs of his 
fellow - creatures. Neither is his 
benevolence confined to perſons of 
his own nation or religion. TO 
him no man is a ſtranger. He finds 
in all men bis own features which 
attach him to them. He ſympa- | 
thizes with their pains. His heart 
: ſpontaneouſly melts with pity for 
their ſorrows. I all to be 
happy. 

Ton ſhall love thy PEO PET as - 
# I. You in particular, who a- 
bound with wealth and live in the 
land of delights, harden not your 
hearts to inſenſibility, ſhut not your 
ears — cries of the indigent. 

Children 


( 28) 


: Children of the ſame parent, they 
have recourſe to your tenderneſs. 
Providence hath given to you the 
ineſtimable privilege of being the 
diſpenſers of its bleſſings; oh! then 
let it be your glory and delight, as 
it is your firſt duty, to. render life 
more comfortable. to the unfortu- 
nate, who are pining in penury and 
alfliction. Make the face of the 
widow and of the orphan to ſmile 
with returning cheerfulneſs after 
the gloom of deſponding melan- 
choly. The relief of the unhappy 
is the moſt delicious, and the only 
lawful uſe which you can make of 
you ſuperfluous. treaſures: and the 
power of relieving them is the only 5 
diſtinQion, for which a wiſe and 
go man can envy your . 
tion. . 5 


&.- * — ” * I 
. p * 8 


a 5 n 
* 8 WS * . 
| 2 bs E. 5 - 
* * 


6209) 


5 TIT. Thus does the law of grace 15 
make man acquainted with the per- 


fections of the divine Being, and 
vith the relation in which he ſtands 


to his fellow- creatures. But this 


is not ſufficient for his preſent 
happineſs, unleſs it alſo make him 
acquainted with his own adtual 


condition and future | deſtiny. 


Left to contemplate his own being 
by the light of reaſon only, he 
finds it covered over with an im- 
penetrable veil, His own heart e- 
ſcapes all his reſearches. What he 
can diſcover of himſelf is made up 
of the moſt aſtoniſhing contradic- 
tions; of pride and of miſery, of 
greatneſs and meanneſs, of vaſt and 
unbounded projects and wavering 
and impotence in the execution; 
of a longing after infinite happi- 
neſs, and a fond and fooliſh at- 


Ws tachment 


ment to 'Fiiyolous „ec His 


life is a ſeries of troubles and pains. 
Trifling ports are the amuſement 


of his early years. The lively and 
tumultuous pleaſures of youth and 


vigorous manhood, — pleaſures, 
which ſometimes make him forget 
his miſeries, are followed by unea- 
finefs and dejeftion of heart, and 
the remainder of, his days is drag- 


ved on in infirmity and languor, 


till death, which is the terror of his 
foul, remove him from this earthly 
ſcene; and whither he knows not, 
to an unexplored region, which he 


 Thudders to think on. Without 


revelation i. would ſeem that man 
was the work of God's wrath, and 
that the Being which formed him 


delighted in the e ny N ol 
his creature. TY ad 


Here 
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Here human reaſon, deſpairing 


of being ever able to diſpel theſe 
clouds of thickeſt darkneſs, and to 


reconcile the goodneſs and juſtice 
of God with the miſerable condi- 


tion of man, pays homage to reve- 
lation, and liſtens with anxious and 
reſpectful attention to its heavenly 
oracles. They only could inform 
us, that man is not now that which 
he was, when firſt he came out of 
the hands of his Maker; that he 


has disfigured in himſelf the image 


of the Deity by diſobeying his high 
commands; that his propenſities 
to evil, his errors and his oppoſition 
to order and reQtitude, are among 

the melancholy conſequences of his 
rebellion againſt his Lord; that he 
muſt have been loſt without re- 
ſource, if Jeſus had not turned a- 
way from him the wrath of God, 


FS | and 
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and ſtepped between us and g his 


Father, to with-hold his avenging 


lightenings; that this ſpotleſs Lamb 
ſealed with his own blood the trea- 
ty of our reconciliation with Hea- 
ven, and thus order was..re-eſta- 
bliſhed, and the law of Jeſus, written 
on our hearts by the Spirit of God, 
forms us again into objects of com- 


placence and love to our once in- 


jured and Jultly *. * 


In this light 15 . of 


human nature are no longer a myſ- 
tery: we diſcover, that confuſion 
entered into the world in the train 
of iniquity ;-we know the extent of 


our miſery, and where to find a re- 
medy. Grace, the ſeed of immor- 
tality is purchaſed for us by the 
merits of Jeſus. A lively hope of 
future happineſs, e removed 
from 


/ 


Kn 
from the alarms of deſponden cy and 
the preſumption of pride, cauſes a 
pure joy to ſpring up in our hearts. i 
We hear from our Redeemer theſe. 
conſoling words: © Children of 


9 
« Adam, weep no more over the J 
“ miſeries of this tranſitory life: | 


* come to me, you that labour, and- 
* are heavy laden, and I will re- 4 
« freſ you: come to me, and you 
« ſhall find reſt to your fouls; come, 
and I vill introduce you into the 
% abodes of life and immortality. 
The proſpe& into future bliſs, A - 4 
the charm of our earthly pilgri- 
mage, animates our reſolution in the 
diſcharge of every duty enjoined 
by the Evangelical law, and parti- 
_ cularly in that vigilance over our 
paſſions, and that diſengagement 
of affeftion from earthly va- 
nity, which the doctrines of 
Fs | Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus perpetually inculcate. 


Though the path, in which we are 


allowed to walk through life, N 


be ſtrewed with many inviting 


flowers, though a variety of ſmiling 


objects may divert away the wea- 
rineſs of our journey, ſtill we muſt | 


ever remember, that we are advan- 


cing towards eternity, that the earth 
is to us a foreign land, that the 


hopes, which "Chriſtianity inſpires, 


muſt raiſe us above all that paſſes 
with time, and make us view the 
emoluments of this life with a holy 
indifference, as unworthy the at- 
tachment of a foul whoſe dre 18 
full of immortality. | be 

My brethren, in thus Hythe be- 


fore you the eee of that | 


the Spirit of God to a ſincere Chri- 


ſtian, e * the ſentiments by which 
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he is actuated, have I been ſo for- 


tunate, as to hold up before you 
your own image? I truſt in the 
mercies of Jeſus, that in the picture, 
which I have drawn, many here 
preſent will diſcover their own fea- 
tures : but is there not great reaſon 
to apprehend, that there are more 
among my preſent hearers, who do 
not find their on character deline- 
ated in this portrait of a man guided 
by the law of love? If I vere to 
aſle you, as St. Paul did certain 
diſciples of Epheſus; Have you re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed ꝰ 


How many might give the ſame an- 


ſwer which they did, with a great 
degree of truth: We have not 0 much 


as heard whether there be @ Holy 
Ghoſt*®. Ah! perhaps the influence 
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of that divine Spirit, which has ſo 
often humbled the Potentates of the 
earth, and inſpired them with the 
moſt contemptuous ideas of human 
pomp and grandeur, has not yet mo- 
derated in us that unmeaſurable 
ambition by which our hearts are 
devoured, nor effaced from our 
minds thoſe 1deas'of worldly glory, 
fortune and grandeur, on which 
they ſo-much delight to dwell, and 
to which we have ſo often ſacrificed 
our conſciences and our eternal 
ſalvation. The grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt has induced many, who a- 
bounded with worldly proſperity, to 
chooſe a ſtate of voluntary poverty; 
but in us, perhaps, it has not in any 
degree extinguiſhed the inſatiable 
avidity for - accumulating wealth, 
without regard to the diftates ei- 
ther of juſtice or charity. Filled 
with 


(217 ) a 
with the Holy Ghoſt, multitudes of 
heroic Chriſtians have braved tor- 
tures and death, rather than ſhrink 
from the profeſſion of their faith, 
or from the obſervance of its moral 
injunQtions; while we cannot yet 
overcome that falſe and criminal 
ſhame, which holds us back, when 
called upon to teſtify our allegiance 
to our Creator, and to raiſe our- 
ſelves above the vain diſcourſes and 
railleries of the children of this 
world. The power of the divine 
Spirit, which *ſupported ſo many 
 Uluſtrious Confeſſors in the weari- 
neſs of exile, and in the' rigors of 
.captivity, has not yet enabled us to 
bear the ordinary evils of life with 
proper reſignation, has not yet ef- 
fetted our ſubmiſſion to the labours 


of repentance, nor moved us to ob- 
755 FEY ſerve 


C) 
lerve the duties of religion with fide x 


A _ and perſeverance. RA ien 


Ah! what does it avail us to pro- 


feſs our obedience and attachment 


to the law of grace, if, in our regard, 
it prove uſeleſs and without effect? 
What advantage is it to us to know, 


that the Spirit of God hath tri- 


umphed, in the diſciples of Jeſus, 
over all the powers of earth and 
hell, if it triumph not over our 
weakneſſes, and vicious inclina- 
tions? Alas! in that caſe, its mira- 
cles, its prodigies, its converſions, 
are our confuſion, our convittion, 


our condemnation: oo 6 4 ot 


Shall we never be thoroughly pe- 
aid with theſe important, theſe 


theſe ſacred days | elapſe With our | 
uſual: indifference to the concerns 


9s 1 85 of 


of eternity? Ganz my beloved 


cy] 


friends, ſince the law of grace has 0 


in itſelf ſo much force and efficacy, 


let us ſuffer it to operate in our 
hearts, no longer let, us check its 


5 energy, nor impede its progreſs. 


Oh! had we always obeyed its 


dictates, to what a degree of ſelf- | 


poſſeſſion, of dignity and perfection 
ſhould! we have already arrived! 
Oh! divine Spirit, thou haſt mer- 
cifully diſtinguiſhed us from among 
thouſands of our tellow-creatures, 
in imparting to us the knowledge 
of thy excellent and amiable law, 
confirm, therefore, now that which 
thou haſt already worked in thy 
ſervants, by aiding us to adhere 
ſteadfaſtly to the reſolution, which 
we now form before thy altars, of 
yielding an unreſerved obedience 
to all thy injunctions. The way, 
ME x which 


I on” . ö = 


which they trace out before us is 
narrow, and difficult, and ſometimes 
ſtrewed with painful thorns: but 
guided by thy wiſdom, and ſtrength⸗ 
ened by thy grace, we ſhall eaſily 
ſurmount every oppoſing difficulty. 
The thorns will be gradually chang. 
ed into flowers, and the labours of 
this life will terminate in everlaſting | 
poſe and unbounded Klein 
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On the Euchariſtic Sacrifice of the 
New f Law. we 4h | 


Take ye and eat: this is my body 
which ſhall be delivered for you: 

this do for the commemoration * 
1 Cor. c. xi. v. 1. 
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<4. 1 excellence. of the 
new law, the law of grace and love, 
conſiſts in the ſacred myſtery of 


the bleſſed Euchariſt, in the inſti- 
tution 


. 
tution of which the Lord hath moſt 
gloriouſly. diſplayed his infinite wiſ- 
dom, power and love. The bleſſed 
Euchariſt is one of the moſt ſtupen- 
dous miracles of God's omnipo- 
tence, and a gracious perpetuation 
of his adorable incarnation. It is a 
treaſure of graces, an aſſurance of 
our reconciliation with heaven, a 
pledge of immortality, a memorial 
and completion of all the wonders 
which the Lord Jeſus hath per- 
formed out of his loving kindnefs 
to the children of men. In it he 
Nen 9 ks end of. time, the au- 
on mount 3 by continually 
immolating the ſame ſpotleſs victim 
in an unbloody manner upon our 
altars: — a facrifice which is a ſource 
| of Slory to his eternal Father, of 
Joy to the heavenly court, and of 
fſalvation 


tt ax N 


tation to the Anilabikunte of the 

earth: a Tacrifice which is the moſt 
5 ſublime and moſt noble a® of reli- 

910 a ſacrifice in which is con- 


centered all that is moſt worthy the ö 
er ieee and nee * men n a 
N 8 powers of Abeigr are equal [i 
to'the expreſſing of the love which ( 

Je eius hath ſhowii th in this myſtery. \ 1 


St. John the diſciple of love, intro- 
duces the account of the inſtitution 
of this ſacrament and ſacrifice with 
theſe affecting words: Fe efus knows 
ing that his hour was come, that he 

* ſhould "paſs out of 'this world to the 
Father: having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to 

the endx. A friend, in the moments 

. when HE is eg the 44 fare- 


Well 


* N 


* John xiii. 


5 
: — * 
. — — HA Ta — 
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well to 1 who are dear to Min, 
feels all his tenderneſs excited, and 
perfectly melts away with affeQion, 


and ſinks under the emotions of his 


labouring heart. _ Jeſus, whoſe ſoul 
was. filled with a charity more ar- 
dent than ever glowed in any hu- 
man breaſt, felt every tender emo- 
tion, and, conſequent] y, bequeathed 
to his children a gift truly worthy 
of a God, ſuch as hę only could be- 
ſtow, ſuch as he only could have 
thought on: — his own adorable 
perſon; to be the conſtant victim of 
our reconciliation with his eternal 
Father, and the nouriſhment of our 
ſouls to immortal life. 
The memory of this 8 
er has this day aſſembled us 
together to celebrate it in a feſtival 
of thanksgiving: and, that you may 
. be 


( 25 ) 

be prompted to ſolemnize it with 
the moſt lively devotion, and to de- 

rive from it the manifold advan- 
tages which it is intended to con. 
fer; I ſhall, in the firſt place, ex- ; 
plain to you the nature of the Chri- 
ſtian ſacrifice, and ſhow you its ſu- 
periour excellence over every o- 

ther which men have at any time 
offered : ſecondly, IJ ſhall make 
ſome refleQions: on the devotion 
with which you ought to join in 
the immolation of the ſpotleſs Lamb, 

and on the ardent love and holy 
eagerneſs of deſire, with which you 
ought frequently to in __ 1 
ſacred myſteries. 6 $654. 2 

I. In all religions, from the be- | 

ginning of the world, offerings and = 
facrifices had ever conſtituted an | 
eſſential part of the divine worſhip. 
Men were accuſtomed, from the 
- eeunrlieſt 


: _ hue ineſtimable and infinite, by 


( 226 ) 
earlieſt ages, to offer to the Deity a 
portion of the fruits or animals 
which they were uſed to conſume 
for their own nouriſhment, and 
which they juſtly. configered as the 
moſt valuable part of their poſſeſ- 
fions, in teſtimony of his fovereign 
dominion and of their entire de- 
| pendence on his bounty ſor every. 
bleſſing. Hence, in the inſtitution 
of the bleſſed Euchariſt under the 
forms or appearances of bread and 
wine, jeſus bath been pleaſed to 
act with a marked analogy to the 
ancient ideas of men reſpecting the 
nature and ends of a ſacrifice. But 


to the humble elements, which the 


earth produces, he hath given a 
fublime and auguſt character, a va- 


changing them into his own pre- 
cious ar and blood. Jeſus took 
Bread, 


(0 997 ) 
| ind and bleſſed, and broke, and gave 


and eat: This is my body. And, tak- 
ing the chalice, he gave thanks: and 
gave to them, ſaying: Drink ye all of 
this : for this is my blood of the new 
teſtament, which is ſhed. for many, for 
the remiſſion of ſins . Do this for 
a commemoration of met. 
Thus in place of the groſs victims 
whoſe blood had cemented the al- 
liance that was made with the 
Jewiſh people, he hath ſubſtituted 
the pure and divine victim which 


was immolated on the croſs. for our 


redemption., It is veiled under the 
appearances of bread and wine; and 
therefore is Chriſt called by the 


Royal Prophet 4 Prieſt. for ever ac- 


en to the order of Melchiſedech: ＋ 


Sa . 


Mat. xxvi. 1 Luke Kail. . 


= Y 


it to his diſciples, and ſaid: Take ye, 


(985 ) 
and in it 1s fulfilled the word of the 
Lord, which he ſpoke by the mouth- 
of the Prophet Malachias: 7 have 
no pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, to the Jewiſh Prieſts and peo- 
me: 7 have no pleaſure in you, and I 
will not receive a gift of your hands. 
For, from the riſing of the fun, even. 
to the going down,” MY NAME 18 
GREAT AMONG THE GENTILES, 
AND IN EVERY PLACE THERE 18 
SACRIFICE, AND THERE IS or- . 
FE RED TO MX NAME A cLEAN 
OFFERING: for my name is great 
among the Gentiles, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, This illuſtrious prediction is 
neither applicable to the Jewiſh ſa- 
crifices, which are here rejedted, 
nor to the profane ſacrifices of the 
Pagan world, nor to the bloody ſa- 
crifice offered up on mount Cal- 


( a9 } 


vary, which was ee but once, 
and in one place: but is verified 
only in the unbloody ſacrifice, in 


the clean offering which is offered 
up by the Chriſtian Prieſthood to 
the end of time, and in all the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed nations of. the 
earth. | 

It is not neceſſary, even if it 
could be done within the limits 
which muſt be preſcribed to a diſ- 
courſe of this nature, that I ſhould 
lay before you all the arguments 


on which we ground our belief of 


the real preſence of Jeſus in this 
myſtery, and our confidence in the 


great euchariſtic ſacrifice of the law: 


of grace. Guided by that infal- 


lible authority which Chriſt hath 


eſtabliſhed, you know that you are, 


and muſt. be ſecured againſt error. 2 


I ſhall nevertheleſs endeavour to 
on contri- 
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contribute ſomething towards con- 


firming your faith in this myſtery, 
and guarding you againſt the inno- 
vations of modern times, by laying 
before you a precious monument 
of antiquity, which demonſtrates 
that your belief is entirely the 
ſame with that of the firſt Chriſtians. 
St. Juſtin the Martyr, writing an 
Apology for the Chriſtians, as early 
as the year 150, deſcribes their 
manner of ſanQifying the Sunday 
by meeting to celebrate the divine 
myſteries, reading the writings of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, hearing 
the exhortation of him that preſides 
over the aſſembly, offering the con- 
ſecrated bread and wine, partaking 
of the facred food, and making a 


indigent: and, ſpeaking of the 
bleſſed Euchariſt, he uſes theſe re- 
Dy markable 


(. 23) 
mäarkable words: „We call this 
* nouriſhment the Euchariſt: and 
* no one is permitted to partake of 
« it, unleſs he believes the truth 
of our doarines, has been bapsz 
« tized unto remiſſion of ſins and 
© newneſs of life, and lives cons 
e formably to the precepts of Chriſt 
« Jeſus. For we take not theſe as 
„ common bread, and common 
« drink; but as ſeſus Chriſt our 
« Saviour, being incarnate by the 

* word of God, had both fleſh and 
© blood for our' ſalvation; ſo are 
_ * we taught, that this food, by 
which our fleſh and blood are 
„„ nouriſhed, over which thanks 
& have been given by the prayers 
* in his own words, is the fleſh 
* and blood of the incarnate Jeſus*.”? 

_ Obſerve, moreover, my brethren, 
that St. John in the book of Reve- 


Q 4. lations, 
* Apol, 1. n. 66. p. 83. Ed. Ben. 
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tions, ſetting before us a repreſenta- 
tion of religious worſhip in heaven, 
deſcribes the manner of it as nearly 
ſimilar to that which, St. Juſtin has 
related, and to that in which the 
ſolemn ſacrifice is at this day offer- 
ed up in the Catholic Church. 
Twas in ſpirit, ſays he, on the Lord's 
day... and I ſaw: ſeven golden candle 
ſticks, and in the midſt of the ſeven 
golden candleſticks, IJ ſaw, one....clo- 
thed with a garment down to the feet, 
and girt about with a golden girdle*. 
And behold there was a thtone ſet 
in heaven, and upon the throne one 
fitting... and round about the throne 
were four and twenty ancients fitting 
clothed in white garments. And I 
ſaw, in the Tight hand of him that fat 
on the throne, @ book written within 
and 


Y Rev. c. i. V. 10, 12, 13+ T ib. C. iv. v. 2, 4» 


( 283 ) 
and without... and in the midſt of the 
 throne....a LAMB STANDING AS IT. 
WERE SLAIN....and I heard the 
voice of many Angels round about the 
throne.... ſaying, with a loud voice: 
The Lamb, that was ſlain, is worthy 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and benediction x. T ſaw, under 
the altar, the ſouls of them that were 
ſlain for the word of God... and they 
cried with a loud voice, ſaying : How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou 
not judge and reuenge our blood on 
them that dwell on the eartht, And 
an Angel came, and ſtood before the 
altar, having a golden cenſer; and 
there was given to him much incenſe, 
that he ſhould offer of the prayers of 

4 all 


* Rev. C. V. 1, 6, 11, 12. ＋ ib. c. vi. 9. 10. 


Tm 
all Saints upon the golden altar, which 
is befort the throm of God*; 
We find in this facred record, 
that the viſion is diſcloſed to the 
Apoſtle on the Lord's day, the day 
on which the faithful aſſembled to 
celebrate their holy myſterious 
rites. We behold in the aſſembly 
à venerable Pontif, preſiding over 
the aſſembly, ſurrounded by four 
and twenty Prieſts or Elders: We 
find a deſcription of the facerdotal 
garments, the inſtruments of pub- 
lic worſhip; an altar, candleſticks, 
cenſer; the ſealed book, hymns and 
canticles, # lamb, in the ſtate of a 
victim, to whom divine honours are 
giver by every creature, which is in 
| heaven, and on the eartht; conſe- 
c a REY Jeſus - Chriſt 
va; himſelf 


Rev. c. viii. v. g. + ib. c. v. 13. 
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himſelf being preſent both Prieft 1 
and Vidim. Under the altar are 
the Martyrs, who addreſs their ſup- 
plications to the living God, and 
an Angel preſents to him the youu 


c ers of the ſaints. 


If we compare theſe ane 
with the deſcription which St. ſuſ- 


tin has given us of the form of 
worſhip uſed in the religious af. 
femblies of the firſt Chriftians, 
and which exaltly correſponds with 
ours at this day, we find in them 
bardly any ſhade of difference, and 
it muſt ſtrike us with the cleareſt 
evidence, that, either St. John re- 
preſents the glory which is given to 
God in his everlaſting kingdom, by 
images drawn from what was prac- 
_ tiſed in the Chriſtian affemblies, - 
or elſe, the liturgy uſed in the ſe- 
cond age of Chriſtianity, was form- 
| ok 


> 7 SS WM 0 
ed after the plan laid down in his 


divine revelations. Hence, even if 
the other books of the holy Scrip- 


ture, and the ancient Fathers, had 
been all ſilent on the ſubjea, the 
very mode of performing religious 


worſhip in the ſecond century, 


when the remembrance of the doc- 


trines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


was freſh in the minds of the diſci- 


ples, is a public profeſſion of our 
faith reſpecting the divinity of je- 
ſus, his real preſence on our altars, 


5 
| 


Mp 


| 


the nature and efficacy of the Eu- 
chariſtic ſacrifice, the interceſſion 
of ſaints and angels, &c. To thoſe, 
therefore, who in theſe latter times 
would reform our opinions, we may 


confidently reply, that they are. 
come many hundred years too late 
to teach us what ought to be the 

belief 


belief and — of the Chriſtian 


Church. LB | 
I proceed now to Wen of ma, 
devotion which ſhould be excited 
in your ſouls by your belief of this / 
”_ of love. L- 
II. The ſentiments of our hearts 
are ſtrong and lively, in proportion 
to the conviction which operates 
upon our minds, in proportion to 
the ideas which we form of the ob- 
jekt, to which our affections are 
directed. Hence, if in the parti- 
cipation of the divine myſteries, 
we experience coldneſs and languor, 
this circumſtance muſt be undoubt- 
edly attributed to the weakneſs of 
our faith. If we penetrated through 
the humble and myſterious ſym- 
bols, which with-hold from mortal 
view the auguſt victim of the new 
law;—if we ſaw the gates of hea- 


* 


ven' 8 


„% 
s eternal ſanQtuary. thrown o- 


pen a at the pronouncing of the ſo- 


lemn words of conſecration, and 
the King of glory defcending, at- 


5 tended by millions of celeſtial ſpi- 


rits—thoſe pure and holy ſpinits, 
who, penetrated. with reſpect and 
fear, proſtrate themſelve in his pre- 
lence, and, dazzled: by the ſplen- 


dours which ſuxround him, cover 


 their-ſaces, as thinking themſelves 


unworthy to fix their eyes on his, 


/ | 


5 of eun unworthineſa would almoſt 


auſul majeſty: if the glory of the 
2 upon us in this myſtery 
Wi e eee and all his ter- 
2 were diſplayed: before us: 
A we-ſhould. join in the immola- 
tion of che ſpotlaſs Lamb with the 
moſt, profound humility. The ſenſe 


deprive: us of the power of appeat-. | 
— e him; and. inſtead af pre- 


ſenting 
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ſenting ourſelves i in his 8 with 5 
languor and inſenſibility, with diſ- 
tracted and diſſipated minds, we 
ſhould dread left vindictive lighten- 

ings ſhould flaſh from his altars, to 
burn up and reduce to aſhes the 
inſolent and impious 3 whom z 
even the prefence of the omnipo- 
tent God cannot inſpire with re- 
ſpe ct. 

Blut this Wen of tha :noite 
charity of Jeſus for human kind 
preſents to us nothing which makes 
a ſtriking impreſſion upon our ſen- 
ſes. The Word made fleſn and 
dwelling amongſt us concealed un- 

er humble appearances, has laid 

| ads all thoſe precautions, all that 

pomp and majeſty, which would 
render his perſon almoſt inacceſſi- 

ble, and will have no other guards 
ſurround his throne but our faith. 


and 


f 


4) 
and our love: and this very cir- 
cumſtance, my brethren, this gra- 
cious condeſcenſion of Jeſus 1 in ac- 
comodating himſelf to our lowli- 
neſs ſhould excite all our affetion 


and gratitude. © But, alas! ſo miſe- 
rably are we wedded to ſenſible 
impreſſions, that, becauſe he hath 
been thus good and indulgent to us, 


becauſe he hath diveſted himſelf of 
the enſigns of his dignity, we diſre- 
gard his preſence, and treat him 
with marked indifference and con- 
tempt. : 
Hence, while the pillars of Hea- ; 


ven tremble before his adorable 


\ 


majeſty, we ſee his creatures ap- 
proach to the altars of the living 
God, with the ſame pride, the ſame. 
haughty and arrogant airs, with the 
ſame luxurious diſplay of parade 


and vanity which they carry with 


them 
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them into the aſſemblies of world- 

lings, and into the pavilions of ſen- b 

ſual pleaſure. By many the ang ; 

auguſt action of religion is perform | 

ed with the moſt ſcandalous inde- 

cency. Their eyes wander to eve- 

ry ſide, as if they were ſtill ſeeking 

for the deſtructive objects which \ 

have formerly enkindled their paſ- 

ſions. Their minds are diſtracted 

by worldly ſolicitudes and cares. ; 

Their imaginations are filled with | 

the deluſive forms of earthly beau- \ 

ty, dignity, and other flattering diſ= 

tinctions, on which they have been | | 

accuſtomed to dwell. Their hearts 9 

are inſenſible to the love of that 

merciful, kind and tender Redeem- = 

er whom they are going to receive 

into their breaſts. They recite 

ſome prayers compoſed for them 

by * Miniſters of Chriſt, Prayers | 
1 n | 
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glowing with expreſſions of the 


/ moſt ardent piety, but the coldneſs 


1 
F, 


of their hearts, freezes them on 
their lips. They appear diſſatis- 
fied, uneaſy, in a ſtate of conſtraint. 
They feem to perform the moſt 
conſoling, the moſt delightful of all 


duties, as if they were getting rid of 
an odious and oppreſſive yoke. 


Diſguſt and wearineſs are painted 


on their countenances, and expref- 


ſed in their whole deportment. 

Some go to our Altars and par- 
take of the divine myſteries only 
to conform to the cuſtom, as if it 
were a mere ceremony. They 
think it would be indecorous not 


to be ſeen in à religious aſſembly, 


where all the faithful are eager to 
give public marks of their devotion. 
They are not influenced by religion 
and piety, but only by imitation. 
| | Y And 


( 443 ) 
And this diſpoſition of their ſouls - 
betrays itſelf in all their actions. 1 
Oh! that on thoſe occafions, thne 
Miniſters of God could ſhut the 
doors of our places of worſhip, leſt / 
any Unbelievers ſhould flip in! 
What a triumph for them, and what 
a a diſgrace for us, if they ſaw, that 
fo many of us who believe the real 
preſence of Jeſus on our altars, can 
treat him with ſuch indignity, can 
offer him ſuch atrocious infſults. 
But, notwithſtanding their pro- FJ 
fefſions, do they who behave thus 
indeed believe the real preſence of | 
Jeſus in this myſtery ? They believe, 
but not with a faith, which diſcerns 
the body of the Lord. They believe 
it with a negative kind of faith, 
which has no other merit, than that 
of acquieſcing and not contraditt- 
ing it. They believe it with a hu- 
81 R 2 man 
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man faith which deſcends to tbem 
from their parents, rather than from ; 
the Father of lights. They believe 

with a light, unſteady faith, which 

belies itſelf by. its works, not with 
a faith working by charity in Chriſt 
Jeſus. In fine, they believe either 
with a ſuperſtitious faith, which 
confines itſelf to ſome acts of exte- 


riour homage, or with an habitual : 
| faith, which excites no. ſentiment, 


a faith which captivates the under. 
ſtanding, but Jays no reſtraint on 
the irregular nee of che 


heart. 


But, ch! to dischen the —.— of 
the Lord, is to have more reliſh 


For this celeſtial food, than for all 


that 1s delicious on earth. To diſ- 


cern the body of the Lord, is to 
| come to receive him with a heart 
burning with the flames of divine 


love, 


* 
++. 4 


tw) 


love, and diſplaying its chaſte ar- 


dours in all our conduQ. 
A lively faith, my brethren, muſt 
be the fruit of recolleQion; ſerious 


meditation, and fervent prayer. 
Converſing in ſolitude with Chriſt 


Jeſus and with your own hearts, 
you will give leiſure to the princi- 
ple of your belief for penetrating 
your ſouls, and power to influence 
your conduct. There the light of 
God's eternal truth will diſpel the 
clouds which envelop the ſanctuary, 
and give you ſtrong. and lively 
ideas of the preſence of your lov- 


ing and adorable Redeemer. An 


interiour, full conviction will cre- 


ate in you that holy fear, will in- 
ſpire you with that awe and reve- 


rence which are due to the ſu- 
preme Being, and awaken all your 


fineſt feelings of gratitude for the 


R 3 many 


$2 de ANG, enen 


* 
. ͤ ——— 
—— —ę— . —— —— 
.. —⁴—ꝛ—— — y 
= — ee - — 4 
aw ine Ge os en Y 2 — 


—— UU—««„.„) —— — 
. nf —— 
. 


— 


— ——— — 
* . 


—— CEA mores Ge, 


j 
; 
| 
1 
i 
15 
1 
1 
[1 

7 


8 946 5 


many u inſtancas which he hath given 

you of his mercies and loving kind- 

' neſs. Oh! how wil your eyes 

l fparkle andjyour hearts exult with 

Joy, when your faith paints out to 
you this King of glory, this Prince 

35 of peace, this matchleſs beauty on 
whom the Angels delight to look, 
entering into your breaſt, taking 
poſſeſſion of your ſoul, adorning it 
| with his graces and precious gifts, 
giving to it peace, ſtrength, dignity, 
glory and empire over every turbu- 
lent paſſion. What language can 
deſcribe the exquiſite pleaſures 
which then tranſport the heart of a 
devout Chriſtian! He experiences 
on earth ſome of thoſe pure de- 

' lights, which ſhall eternally raviſh 
his ſoul in a future world. Oh! 
Lord, he cries out in raptures of 
piety, How lovely are thy taberna- 

cles, 


\ 


(247 ) : 
cles, O! Lord of Hoſts! How in- 
comprehenſible thy mercies to the 
children of men! Thou dwelleſt in 
the midſt of us, not only by that 
powerful energy which upholds the 
world, and preſerves the harmony 
of the univerſe, but thy eternal 


Word made fleſh for our ſalvation, 


is daily immolated to expiate our 
guilt, and to ſhower down abun- 
dant bleſſings upon us: and, Oh! 
prodigy of love, he gives himſelf to 
be our nouriſhment, he becomes 
incorporated with us: he hath aſſur- 

ed us, that as the living Father 


ther, ſo thoſe that eat him the ſame 
alſo ſhall live by him. Ye uſt ſouls, 
who ſurround his altars, celebrate 
for ever the goodneſs of the Lord. 


Unite your . ardent praiſes to my 


feeble expreſſions of gratitude. 
R 4 „ 


G n 
Aſſiſt me to recount his wonders, 
Let all that is nn me bleſs and 
praiſe his name. 
Hlence to an enlightened and pi 
ous Chriſtian, life would become 
inſupportable, without the frequent 5 
participation of the body of Jeſus. 
After having been diſſipated by 
the occupations of this world, and 
fatigued by the cares which are in- 
8 ſeparable from our preſent condi- 
= tion, he ſeeks in the uſe of this ce- 
YM leſtial food, a new reliſh for prayer 
aud recolleQtion, graces to enable 
| him to perform well every duty of 
his ſtation, ſtrength to reſiſt tempta- 
tions, diſcernment and force to curb 
the impetuoſity of criminal deſires. 
It is true, the faults into which he ſo 
often falls, faults which frail nature 
cannot always avoid, and the reſpett 
which he has for theſe adorable 
N myſteries 


(49) 


' myſteries, and thoſe ſecret ter- 
rors which piety often creates, 
would ſometimes keep him at a di- 
ſtance from this ſacred table: but 
his ardent deſire to unite himſelf 
to Jeſus, the interiour ſenſe of his 
own weakneſs, and his eagerneſs to 
have recourſe to the ſource of 
grace, preſents him again at the 
foot of the altar. He enters into 
thoſe diſpoſitions which the Church 

- endeavours to cheriſh in all her 
children. He cries out with the 
Centurion: No, dear Lord, I am 
not worthy to receive thee into my 

heart: my polluted lips ſhould not 
dare to touch thy infinite purity: 
only the charms of the moſt perfect 
innocence are fit to attract thy at- 
tention, and my ſoul is in thy ſight 
defiled with many ſtains. But do 
thou, O Lord, embelliſh thine own 


babe 


7 
babitation.” Diſfipate this odour of 
death that exhales from my corrupt- 
ed heart, and which the tears of my 
repentance have not yet waſhed a- 


way from amidſt the perfumes of 


thy ſanQuary: give to my ſoul its 


primitive beauty: renew its youth, 


like that of the eagle; diminiſh the 


body of this fleſh which preſſes me 
down to the earth: perfect the work 
of ſalvation, which thou haſt begun 


in me: and let the powers of dark- 
neſs no longer detain in captivity a 
foul which is nouriſhed by | thee, 
and is deſtined. to ſing thy praiſes 
for ever and ever in the bleſſed Je- 
ruſalem. 


Come then, my beloved friends 


let it be our principal occupation 
to prepare ourſelves for this bleſſed 
union with Chriſt Jeſus, not only 
at this ſolemn feſtival, but very 


frequently 
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frequentlyſin the year, and) at leaſt ' | 
at all thoſe times, when the Chureb | 
diſpenſes her treaſures to ſuch of = 
her ebildren as Join together Gr ES il 
ſacred, myſterious rite. Het the 
general tenour of your conduct, 
let the innocence of your manners, 
let your habitual recollection, your 
ſpirit of prayer, your conſtant cha- 
rity, your aſſiduity in the practice 
of every evangelical virtue, be your 
continual preparation for feeding 
on this life-giving food. Go to it 
with a heart purified by compunc- 
tion, ſanctified by a love of juſtice, 
animated by a living faith, and 
burning with deſire to be ſo united 
to Jeſus, as never more to be ſepa- 
rated from him. Go with theſe 
diſpoſitions, - and you ſhall taſte 
and ſee how ſweet is the Lord: 
| go: 


( 32 ) 
go: and having often received on 
earth that nouriſhment which is the 
pledge of immortality, you ſhall at 
length be put in full 460426 d = 
it in a bliſsful : ne | 
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SERMO N $ - 2 "4 
Saint PETER AanD ST. PAU * 


On the real, and pretended Motive 
for Infidelity. | 


[| 

Jeſus faith to his diſciples: Whom | 
do you ſay that I am? Simon Peter | | 
anſwered and ſaid: Thou art Chriſt | | 
the Son of the living God: and e- | 
ſus anſwering ſaid to him: Bleſſed Sf 


ant thou, Simon Bar- Jona; becauſe 
 fleſh-and blood hath not revealed it 
to thee, but my Father who is in hea- 
ven. Mat. c. xvi. v. 13. ng.” 


I F we open the ſacred books of 
revelation, and ſeriouſly ſtudy its 


[| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
N 
| 
4 
[ 
5 
| 
N 
| 


6254) 


divine oracles, —if we obſerve the 


admirable connection between the 
old and new Teſtament, —if, be- 
ginning from the eſtabliſnment of 


Chriſtianity, we follow it through 


its progreſs and duration down to 
this period of time, we diſcovet 
ſuch manifeſtations of the ſpirit 
and of the power of God, as abun- 
dantly demonſtrate that the religion 
of Jeſus is not revealed by fleſh 
and blood, but is dictated by infi- 
finite wiſdom, and enforced and 
ſupported by the right hand of 
omnipotence. Every charaQeriſtic 


of truth is impreffed clearly upon 


it. The proofs of its divine origin 


ate accomodated and convincing 


to every mind which is ſerious in 
its reſearches after truth. The 
learned and the unlearned, the 
poliſhed and the barbarous nations 

1 of 


* 


„ 


of the earth are called to the 


knowledge of its myſteries; and 
the light of its faith has been dif- 
fuſed over almoſt every habitable 
region of the globe. So fervent 
was the zeal of the Apoſtles, and in 
particular, of the two illuftrious 
Princes of that facred college, 


whoſe heroic virtues we are this, { 
day aſſembled to celebrate, and fo | 


rapid their progreſs in diſſeminating 
the doftrines which they had re- 
ceived from their divine Maſter, 
that we may with great juſtice ap- 
ply to them, what the Pſalmiſt ſays 
of the wonderful works of God in 
the viſible creation: Ther found 
hath gone forth into all the earth, and 


their words unto the end of the 
| RJ | 


world x. 
Never- 


* Pf, xviii. 
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Nevertheleſs, the ſplendid. tri- 
umphs of Chriſtianity over the pre- 
tended wiſdom and the turbulent 
paſſions of men are ſome what ob- 
ſcured by a multitude of unbelie- 
vers, who appear amongſt us, at a 
time, when the underſtandings of 
men, being, i in many reſpeQs, more 
cultivated and enlightened than 
formerly, might be expected to pay 
to the religion of Jeſus a homage 
particularly worthy of its excel. 
lence, and of the advantages of 
which i it has been productive to hu- 
man kind. Theſe men, though born 
in a land, in which the Goſpel has 
been announced during a long ſe- 


ries of ages; though inheriting the 


faith of their anceſtors, and from 
their infancy formed and accuſtom- 
| ws to * the obſcurity of its 

myſteries; 3 


( 257 ) 

myſteries: though the light of na- 
tural reaſon, the evidences of its 
credibility, the force of habit, and, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion, even 
the prejudices of education, all 
concur to attach them to Chriſtia- 
nity ; {till renounce the grace of 
2 their vocation, and blaſpheme the 
name of Jeſus, which they once had 
the happineſs to venerate and love. 
A ſpirit of curioſity, pride, and in- 
dependence, has taken place of that 
docile: and ſubmiſſive faith, which 
diſtinguiſhed the firſt diſciples ; 
and a rage for diſputing about myſ- 

teries, which are beyond the reach 
of any human genius, has produced 
a multitude of impious publica- 
tions, in which Deiſm, Atheiſm, 
and Materialiſm are either openly 
ſupported, or inſinuated with art 


tu) 
and dreſs, i the perſuaſive words 


3 FEES. 


handed my beloved dende, 
Th 0 faith is expoſed to many dan- 
gers. The language of unbelievers 
ean very eaſily impoſe on the minds 
of perſons, who are not thoroughly 
grounded in the principles of reli- 
gion. They will tell you, chat 
they act from conviction; — that 
they are fupporting che rights of 
reaſon, When they refaſe cheir aſ- 
fent to doktrines, ſuch as that of 
the Trinity, and of the Incarnation, 
and to other myſterious tenets of 
Chriſtianity which are incompre- 
kenfible to human underſtandings; 
that they 'raiſe thiemſelves above 
vulgar prejudices and fooliſh ſu- 
perſtition, and pay to the -Deity a 
— Homage which is ſuitable to his in- 
Kite wiſdom and majeſty. 


| Let 


( 239 ) 


examine attentively into the merits 
of their pretenſions, and take off 
from them the maſk which they put 
on to delude and deride us. If I 
can but paint them out to you in 
their proper colours, nothing more 
will be neceſſary for inſpiring you 
with a horror of their principles 
and conduct. For this purpoſe, I 
will, firſt, ſhow you the emptineſs 
of the pretext for incredulity, 
which they draw from the impene- 
trable nature of ſome objects of the 
Chriſtian belief; and then expoſe 
to your view the real, though diſ—- 
guiſed, motive, which makes them 
unbelievers. | Ft 
I. The employment of reaſon 
muſt be always proportioned to its 
powers. To adopt opinions, whe- 
ther true or falſe, without any pre- 
0 8 2 vious 


Let us, therefore, on this occaſion, 


{ 26s ) 
vious examination into the princi- 
ples upon which they are founded: 
to ſilence reaſon, when it has a right 
to pronounce its judgment; to be- 
lieve, without weighing the mo- 
tives of credibility, would be a raſh, 
or a weak and fooliſh" faith, and a 
homage far from acceptable to the 
ſupreme Being. On the © other 
hand, to extend the authority of 
reaſon beyond its appointed boun- 
daries; preſumptuouſly to imagine, 
that neither nature nor religion can 
contain any thing which reaſon 
cannot comprehend; to refuſe to 
bend our underſtandings before the 
authority of God, when he reveals 
to us impenetrable myſteries, is to 
involve our reaſon itſelf in a laby- 
rinth of errors, and to call in que- 
ſtion _ ee power and ſo- 
| 5 vereign 


(6) 


vereign truth of our adorable Cre- 


ator. anal; bY A074 

This principle being certain and 
inconteſtable, it follows with the 
cleareſt evidence, that the aſſent 
which is given by a Chriſtian to in- 
comprehenſible dottrines is reaſon- 
able and laudable - that not to aſ- 
ſent to them is an exceſs of pride 
and impiety; provided we have 
motives ſufficient to perſuade and 
convince us, that ſuch doarines 
are divine revelations. And have 
we not ſufficient motives, - motives 


the moſt deciſive, the moſt trium- 


phant? Need I call them to your 
attention, my brethren? Contemp- 
late the ſplendid miracles which 
Jeſus performed, as ſo many irre- 


ſiſtible evidences of his being ſent 


by the Almighty to impart. to men 
the knowledge of the ways of 
2. God. 


we. 


0 . 


| God ;—prodigies, in which art or 
impoſition could have no place; 


) Youſee the fick, without the ap- 


miracles almoſt equal to creation. 


plication of any remedies deviſed 
by human ſcience, reſuming, at his 
word, their health and vigour, and 
returning exulting to their own 
dwellings: the dead commanded to 


come forth from their graves, and 


7 


| 


the command inſtantly obeyed. ; 
Theſe miracles, as I have ſhown 

you on a former occaſion, are moſt 
uncontrovertible demonſtrations of 
the truth of our religion; fince 
God, who is 'the Author of nature 
and of nature's laws, and who is eſ- 


fentially truth and holineſs, could not 


permit any one to invert the order 
of nature in confirmation of falſe- 
hood; as by giving ſuch permiſſion 


646 
he would brag his EXCOHATESLDIG 
inevitable error. 

View, moreover, the eee 
of all the ancient prophecies in the 
perſon of Chriſt Jeſus. Conſider 
the purity, beauty, ſublimity and, 
beneficial influence of the doctrines 
delivered in the Goſpel, the mira- 
culous propagation of the Chriſtian, 
religion, the eſtabliſhment. of the 
Church, and its preſervation to 
this period of time, amidſt the fluc- 
tuating condition of all human 
things, and while ſo many powerful 
Kingdoms and Empires have fallen 
to ruin, and ſcarcely left behind 
them any veſtiges of their former 
exiſtence. Theſe are facts of pub- 
lic notoriety, ſome of them preſent 
to our view, others atteſted. by eye- 


witneſſes, who ſpilt their blood in 


defending the authenticity of their 
84 | atteſtation. 


| atteſtation. Nay, behold only che 

condition of the Jews, at this day: 

you ſee them a proſcribed, wander- 

ing, outcaſt people, | without cities, 
Kings, temples or altars. This e- 

vent, foretold in the ſacred oracles 

ſo many thouſand years ſince, and 

now clearly. within the compaſs of 
our own obfervation, is alone ſuf- 
ficient ' to carry conviction of the 
divine origin of the Chriſtian faith 

to every mind, which is not darken- 

ed and vitiated by aer and eri- 

minal paſſion. Ie hun 

| 'T muſt not, however, omit to 
mention one argument which is par- 

| | ticularly applicable to the occaſion 
of our preſent meeting, an argu- 
| ment drawn from the conduct and 
| zeal of the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, in preaching the Goſpel 
ge Chriſt. Could nay motive; but 

a full 


4 


( 265 ) 
a full conviction of duty, have in- 
duced St. Paul to relinquiſh his re- 
lations, friends, and intimates; / and 
to ſtand in direct oppoſition to all 
| thoſe, in whoſe hands was the diſ- 
tribution of dignities, riches, and 
every (earthly. advantage; that he 
might unite himſelf to a ſet of poor, 
ignorant, deſpiſed fiſhermen, 
men who were a ſcorn in their na- 
tion, and by the general voice of 
their countrymen doomed to de- 
ſtruction? Was he emulous of a 
ſituation, in which he could give 
this deſcription of himſelf and his 
aſſociates: Even unto this hour we 
both hunger, and thirſt, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no" fixed 
abode, and we labour working with 
our own hands: we are reviled, and 
we ble = we are n and we 


* 


(Ca) 
fuer it: ue are ill ſpoken of, and 
zus intreat: ue are made as the refufe 
of this world, the: off. ſcouring of all 
'# even till-now?*-— Could he wiſh. to 
impoſe upon the world? To what 


end? With a view to the acquiſi- 


tion of earthly riches?) Hear how, 
forcibly he appeals to | thoſe to 
whom he had devoted his labours, 
for. a teſtimony of his perfett diſin- 


tereſtedneſa: Your/elves know how 


vou ought to imitate us: for: we were 
not diſorderly among you.: neither did 


we eat any man's bread for | nothing, 


__. but in labour and in toil We Wor bed 


night and day, left we; ſhould be char. 


could thus write to his Hcy 
g Hh 4 i Sing. and 
worthy 

* Cor. iv. * 2 Theſſ. c. iii. 
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worthy of all acceptation : that Chriſt 
75 us came into this worid 10 fave 
 fenners, of whom I am the chief. Bus 
for this cauſe have I obtarned mercy 2 
that in me firſt Chriſt Jeſus might 
eu forth all patience*. As ta the 
many excellent qualities and ami. 
able virtues with which both he 
and St. Peter were adorned, Lam 
indeed unable to deſcribe _ 
with any degree of : juſtice. ' What 
enlightened and fervent piety ! 
What an ardent love for their Re- 
deemer! What confidence in the 
croſs of Jefus! What charity to 
their diſciples, whom St. Paul calls 
his glory, his joy, his crown; and 
even to the Jews, for whoſe ſalra- 


. 
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1 tion he wiſhes himſelf to be an ana- 
thema from Chriſtf. But the cha. 
JJ racter 


* Tim. c. 1. # Rom. c. ix. 


racter of theſe Apoſtles is beſt deli- 
neated in their own writings, of 
which every page is animated with 
the ſpirit of every admirable, bene- 
' ficent, and endearing virtue. I 
mall, therefore, only add theſe 
beautiful words of the great Apoſtle, 
| o expreſſive of the ſerenity and 
peace of a ſoul, which is ſupported 
and comforted by conſcious vir- 
and the time , my diſſolution is at 
hand.” I have fought' a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have. kept my 
| faith. As to the reſt, there is laid up 
for me a crown of juſtice, which the 
Lord, the juſt Judge, will render to me 
at that day: and not to me only, but to 
them alſo that love his commg*. How 
black muſt be the heart of that 
en man, 


* 2 Tim. iv. 
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man, who can pretend that b i is 
the language of impoſture! 
The evidence of the facts, which 
conſtitute the foundation of a Chri- 
ſtian's belief, has, in every age, ſub- 
dued the minds of men, who were 
endowed with the moſt exalted 
powers of genius, and enriched with 
all the treaſures : of ſcience. © If 
the unbeliever could ſucceed in 
rendering theſe facts uncertain,” I / 
allow he would be juſtifiable in his 
oppoſition to the doctrines which 
they are produced to ſupport. 
But no: he rejeAs the motives of 
credibility without examination; 
* becauſe,” he arrogantly exclaims, 
< the, dottrines are ſome of them 
& impenetrable, and ſuch as ſet at 
<«_ defiance all the ſtrongeſt 2 
KG of human il ieee 
79D - But, 


. and motion? Does not a flower, 
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But, ſurely, we may aſk theſe 
ſublime geniuſes, who wiſh to com 
prehend the nature, attributes, and 

Powers of the divine Being, whe- 

ther they will dare to ſay, that they 
cComprebend even the leaſt of his 
' works. Is not the conſtrudtion e- 
ven of a ſimple leaf of a tree beyond 
the limits of their conceptions? 

+ (Can they explain the ſtrutture of 

the ſmalleſt inſet, and the nature 

of che ſprings which give it life 


or an ear of corn, preſent before 
mem a variety of wonders? They 
are utterly unable to conceive, 
bow the grain which is fown in the 
gradually forms itſelf, expands, 

ales, becomes covered with leaves, 

decorated with bloffoms, and loa- 


den 


how a variety of objects paint them- 
ſelves without eonfuſion on a part 
of the eye ſo ſmall as to he hardly 
perceptible. I ſhould never come | 
to a concluſton, if I were to enu- 
merate all the wonders by which 
we are ſurrounded. Which ever 
way we turn our eyes, we behold 
nature abounding wich myſteries, 
the reality of which we are forced 
to acknowledge, though they far 
u our comprehenſion. 444 pan. 
Therefore, let impotent reaſon 
bow down before God's eternal 
wiſdom. The pride of reaſon is its 
diſgrace and infamy. The divine 
Being is an Ocean without bottom 
or limits; and, when a raſh mortal 
undertakes to fathom it, the Ocean 
remains, and the preſumptuous 
Vwretch is ſwallowed up. _ 


The 


( 


uy The pretext of the unbeliever, 
which is drawn from the incompre- 
henſibility of ſome objects of the 
Chriſtian faith, being thus\ prov ed 
to be falſe and groundleſs; let us 
i! \ntp the *. we of 

woah. hace in 
II. I maintain, that i in 8 *. 
havin g been brought up in the 
boſom of the Chriſtian Church, call 
in queſtion afterwards the truth of 
its tenets, infidelity is not the con- 
ſequence of any new light in the 
underſtanding, but is engendered 
— by the corruption of the 
beart. I ground this aſſertion on 
the two following obſervations. 
Firſt, depravity of morals always 
precedes their doubts about matters 
of religion. Secondly, whenever 
they conceive an idea of returning 
to the fold of. Chriſt. Jeſus, it is not 
their 


66 
their doubt about the truth of ſpe- 
culative doctrines, but their paſſions 
that hold them back and detain 
them in the darkſome paths of in- 
credulity. "A 

Yes, my brethren, among thoſe 
men, who, having been educated 
Chriſtians, at length declare them 
ſelves unbelievers, you have never 
ſeen any, who have doubted the 
truth of the Chriſtian faith, before 
they have proceeded to corruption 
of morals. They begin by gratify- 
ing their vicious paſſions, and 
thence, by an eaſy tranſition; go o- 
ver to the ſtandard of infidelity. 
They unhappily ſuffer themſelves 
to be hurried away to criminal ex- 
ceſſes by their own impetuous de- 
fires, or by the torrent of evil ex- 
ample; and, when they have gone 
certain lengths, and fee] that it 1s 

T almoſt 


* 
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almoft impoſſible for them to re- 
treat, they endeavour to calm their 
diſquietudes, and to ſtifle remorſe 
of conſcience, by perſuading them- 
ſelves that all ends with this life, — 
that the menaces of religion, its 


_ doftrines and maxims, are but fo 


many fictions contrived to impoſe 


upon vulgar minds. At leaſt, they 


are quite revived and delighted, 
when they can find- any one that 


will tell them fo, or meet with any 
impious publication that will en- 
courage ſuch ideas. Abandoned 
ſenſuality, they ſhudder at the 
1dea of doing viglence to their na- 
ture, and then, conclude, that ſelf- 
denial 1s unneceſſary. Their faith 


becomes ſuſpetied; becauſe it aw 
* be troubleſome. 

Vou among my pre ſent . 
if there be any in this aflembly, 


Who 


3 
— — — 
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who are doubtful and wavering con- 


cerning the doctrines of religion, 
you well know, that, while you liv- 
ed in purity and innocence, you were 
perplexed by no ſuch uncertainties. 
Call to mind thoſe happy days, 


. when criminal paſſion had not yet 
poiſoned your hearts. Then the 


faith of your anceftors was to you 


reſpectable and venerable; then 


your reaſon readily yielded to the 
control of ſuperior authority; then 
you had no idea of forming doubts 


and difficulties. As your morals 


became vitiated, your opinions took 
another turn. 


If you reply, that your firſt fit © 


preſſions in favour of religion were 
derived from the prejudices of edu- 
Cation: I anſwer, that your ſubſe- 
quent impreſſions, which are favou- 


rable to impiety, originated, as you 


12 are 
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| diſplaying any elevation and power 
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are forced to acknowledge, in the 
prejudices formed by profligacy 
and debauchery: and, that, ſetting 
one prejudice againſt another, 
there is, certainly, much more ſe-- 
curity in being guided by.that which 
was formed in innocence, and 
which cheriſhes virtue — virtue, , 
which is ſo cloſely. connected even 
with preſent happineſs, than by that 
which was engendered by infamous. 
exceſſes, is the offspring. of guilt, 
and the parent of wretchedneſs. _ 
Truly, my beloved friends, nor- 
thing is ſo humbling to the infidel, 


as to call him back to the ſource of 


his incredulity. He decorates it 
with the pompous titles of ſuperior 


wiſdom and ſtrength of mind; while 
it is made up of ignorance, imbe- 


cillity, and impiety. Inſtead of 


Of 8 
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of reaſon, it manifeſts the weakneſs 
of a heart, which cannot command 
its own ſhameful propenſities. It 
is even the proof of a deſpicable 
cowardice, which not being able to 
look with a ſteady eye on the me- 
naces and terrors of religion, 
WJ ſtrives to blunt its own perceptions. 
The infidel is like a man who is a- 
fraid in the night, who ſings and 
talks to himſelf, when he is alone 
in the dark, that he may divert his 

mind from the thought of the ſpec- 
tres, which glide before his diſturb- 
ed imagination. That faith of 
Which he affects to ſpeak ſo con- 
temptuouſly, is, nevertheleſs the 
dread of his ſoul. He is but a daſ- 
tard, who conceals his fears under 
falſe oſtentation of bravery. That 0 
is the infidel, and nothing elſe. 

5 5 e 
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Yo may obſerve, likewiſe, my 
e ee that, when thoſe, who 

have declared themſelves unbelie- 
vers, cannot be prevailed upon to 
return to the embraces of religion, 
it is not their doubts,” but their 
paſſions, that are the obſtacle. 
They talk ſo much about the ob- 
| ſcurities of faith: — but I defire 
a | them only to be candid and inge- 
nuous. When their paſſions ſome 
what ſubſide, and permit them to 
turn their eye inwardly upon their 
own. crimes. and miſeries — when 
they ſometimes think of rifing from 
the fink of iniquity in which they 
have wallowed even to ſatiety and 
loathing—what i is the firſt difficulty 
that preſents itſelf? Do they ſay in 
their own hearts: © If I reform 
« my life, and put myſelf under 
| « the * of religion, I muſt 
believe 


„„ 
* _— 
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« believe things which 1Pprsr k in- 


cr 


credible. — Is that the grand 
difficulty ? Oh! by no means. 


They ſay to themſelves: “ But, if 


ct 


cc 


ce 


I ſhould begin a reformation,” 1 
muſt break off this illicit, this 


impure connection deny myſelf | 


theſe criminal gratifications— { 


Hun theſe dangerous parties — f 
renounce this unjuſt intereſt— 


enter upon a plan of conduct, 


which I think I ſhall never ſup- 
port—follow a mode of living 
which is repugnant to all my ha- 
bits and natural inclinations.” 


Theſe are the obſtacles, Here 
it is that they hold back. Theſe 


form the wall of ſeparation between 


them and their God. 


In confirmation of this truth, we 


find, that the greater number of 


1 4 . thoſe 


thoſe, who give themſelves out for. 
unbelievers, live in continual un- 
certainties, and are perpetually va- 
| rying about their own infidelity. 


” "+ 


At certain times, the truths of reli- 


8 * 


gion affect their hearts, and they 
are agitated by lively remorſe of 
conſcience: then they ſeek to con- 
verſe with ſome of the ſervants of 
God, who are moſt diſtinguiſhed 

by their abilities and piety, that 

they may obtain from them infor- 
mation and comfort. At other 
times, they ridicule the ſame truths, 
to which they had lately liſtened with 
reſpeR, and treat the ſervants of God 
with contempt and deriſion, and 
piety itſelf as a mere chimæra. 
Among thoſe who make the great- 
eſt parade of their ſtrength of mind, 
there are very few, who can be- 
hold a ſudden death, or any tragi- 
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cal event, or who can ſuffer any, 
afflicting loſs, or undergo a cruel 
reverſe. of fortune, without mak- 
ing melancholy reflections on 
the ſtate of their ſouls, and con- 
ceiving ſome deſires of leading the 
life of a ſincere Chriſtian, In try- 
ing {cenes, they ſeek for conſola- 
tion, not from their aſſociates in 
impiety—they know them too well 
to have any dependence on them 
but from men of religion aud vir- 
tue. They do not then ſooth their 
6 pains by railleries at the myſteries 
of religion. No: thoſe will do well 
enough for ſeaſons of jollity and 
merriment, not for the days of af- 
fliction and trouble. Their Philo- \ 
ſophy will ſuit the banquet, the 
brothel, the gaming - houſe, the \ 
haunts of diſſipation, of riot and 
| guilt; but their attachment to it 
1 becomes 


Cn 
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becomes weakened, in proportiorr 
as they feel leſs reliſh for ſenſual 


pleaſures. Whereas, if their infi- 
delity were founded on a real un- 
certainty reſpecting matters of re- 

Iigion, as long as that uncertaint7 


fubfiſted, their infidelity in every | 


fort of circumſtances would conti- 
nue the ſame. But, becauſe their 
doubts originate in their paſſions, 
and their paſſions are not always 
the ſame, nor equally miſtreſſes of 
their hearts, their doubts are ſub- 


ject to the ſame variety,—increafe, 
_ diminiſh, are eclipfed, break forth 
again, and are in the ſame perpe- 
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tual fluctuation with their paſſions: 
þecaufe, in a word, their doubts 
are but their paſſions veiled over 
with a flimſy diſguife, Ah! if re- 
gion propoſed to our belief only 


aDilraGte d and ſpeculative truths, 


and 


| f 8g } 

and myſteries which ſurpaſs the 
powers of reaſon; and did not 
thwart our inclinations, nor pro 
feribe our ſenſualities, ambition; 
injuſtices and vanities; an infidel | 
would be ſo rare a phenomenon, 

as ſcarcely ever to- be ſeen on the 
earth. | 

If to thoſe men, who blaſphemg 
that religion into which they have 
once been initiated, there yet re- 
main any way for regaining the 
| friendſhip of their Redeemer—af 
his mercies be yet extended to 
them who make it their glory to 
deſpiſe his menaces; Oh! may | 


the Lord ſhow forth in them the 
power of his grace, ſoften their ob- 
durate hearts, and open their eyes 
to receive that light againſt which 
they had cloſed them with ſuch 
obſtinate perverſity! But, alas! 


cas 
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my beloved, the divine juſtice fre- 
quently makes of them a terrible 
example, permitting them to die in 
their impiety, the diſgrace of rea- 
ſon, the ſhame of humanity, the 
execration of heaven and earth. | 
| { To you, therefore, I addreſs my⸗ 6 
ſelf, to you who now ſtand ſtead- 
faſt lin the faith, avoiding the pro- 
|» fhane novelties of words, and oppoſi- 
tions of knowledge falſely ſo called: — 
Oh! preſerve with pious care the 
ſacred depoſitum of truth, which 
you have inherited from your fore- 
fathers. Dread every appearance 
of deviation from the reſpect and 
obedience which you owe to the 
Catholic Church, the infallible 
guardian, the pillar and ground of 
the truth:* an authority eſtabliſhed 
n 5 and 
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and made ſacred by all the motives 
which ſupport the Chriſtian belief. 
We have ſeen but too much of the 
miſchiefs produced by private judg- 
ment and unbridled paſſion, when 
they have preſumed to touch the | 
venerable edifice of religion. From ö 
attempting to reform pretended er- | 
rors, men. have been divided into 
a multitude of ſets contradictory 
to one another, and each of them 
ever variable in its own opinions: ö 
they have become like children toſ= | 
ſed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the wicked= , 
neſs of men, by cunning craftineſs by 
whach.. they lie. in wait to decerve®-; 
inſomuch that great numbers, who 
bear the name of Chriſtian, finding 
nothing determined in their own 
religious 
* Epheſ, iv. 14 © 
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religious ſociety, nothing on which 
they can depend, ſeek for a wretch- 
ed repoſe in Deiſm, or Atheiſm, 
or in a total indifference to every 
thing Which relates to the intereſts | 
of eternity. | Me 
As therefore you 1 en! . 
us Chriſt the Lord, walk ye in him, 
rooted and built ub in him, and con- 
: firmed in the faith, as alſo you huve 
learned, abounding in him in thank 
giving. Beware left any man impoſe 
upon you by phuloſophy and vain de- 
ceit; according to the tradition > 
men, according to the rudiments of the 
world, and not according to Chriſt®. 
'You have ſeen that the corruption 
of mens paſſions is the empoiſoned 
ſource of infidelity; ſee, then, that 
your — be viſely regulated, 
. ; and 
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and direded to worthy and noble 
objects. Seek the things that are a- 


bove....mind the things that are above, 
not the things that are on the earth,.... 
and when Chriſt ſhall appear, who is 
your liſe, then ſhall you alſo appear 
with him in glory®*. 


* 
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THE. ASSUMPTION OF THE BLES= 


| SED VIRGIN. | 


Saints and Angels. 


Who. is fhe that cometh forth as the 
morning riſing, fair as the moon, 


bright as the fun, terrible as an ar- 
my ſet in array. Cant. vi. v. g. 


1 


ſalem gives joy to men and an- 


gels, attunes the harps of the ce- 


leſtial 


1 


On honouring and invoking the 


W no « ſhe, whoſe trium- 
phant entry into the bleſſed Jeru- 


leſtial choirs, and makes the na- "It 


tions of the earth, and the bright 


abodes of immortality reſound with 
canticles of jubilation? It is that 
bleſſed among women, who, though 


deſcended from the infected race 


of Adam, partakes not of the cor- 
ruption of her origin. It is that 
pure creature, full of grace, who 


was choſen to, be the mother of 
| Jeſus, while ſhe was yet to remain 


a ſpotleſs virgin. In the beginning, 


ſhe appeared obſcured with clouds 
of humility and ahbjection; but, 


even in her nativity, our eyes de- 


ſcried that comfortable light, which, 
| like the morning's dawn, ſhed a 
faint ray upon the earth, and fore- 
told the riſing of Jeſus the ſun of 
| juſtice, who hath now poured forth 


around her all his glories, and hath - 


3 made 


4 


. 
made her the delight of heaven, 
the terror of hell, the refuge of fin 
ners, the comfort of the afflicted, 
the hope of Chriſtians, and an ob- 
jekt of admiration and love to all 
ſucceeding ages. Brhold From hence- 
forth all ee e _ call her 
Bleſſed. Fe | 

Therefore, we this day celebrate 
her' aſſumption into the realms of 
blifs with every demonſtration of 
joy. Guided by the Spirit of God, 
and induced by weighty motives, 
the Catholick Church has ever 
commanded her children to vene- 
rate the memories of thoſe happy 
ſouls, whom the Almighty hath 
particularly diſtinguiſhed by his 
favours; and to celebrate feſtival 
days in honour of thoſe, whom the 
* Luke i, 
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Lord hath himſelf been pleaſed to 
honour. By this wiſe inſtitution, 
in the courſe of one revolving 
year, all the moſt ſhining characters 
which have adorned the Chriſtian 
Church, together with their heroic 
virtues and ' admirable accompliſh- 
ments, paſs, as it were in review be- 
fore us, engaging our attention, 
commanding our eſteem, exciting 
our love, and creating in us a holy 
eagerneſs of deſire to follow them 
in the arduous, but glorious, career, 
through which they have already ſo 
_ ſucceſsfully run. 
In correſpondence with the de- 
ſigns of the Church, I mean this 
day to lay before you the argu- 
ments which evince the propriety 
and utility of that religious vene- 
ration, which we pay to the Virgin 
Mother of God, to the angelic Spi- 
3 . rits, 


. 
rits, and to all the bleſſed inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
This veneration is manifeſted by 
honouring their memories, by in- 
voking the aſſiſtance of their ſup- 
plications for us, and by labouring 
to imitate their virtues. The- imi- 
tation of their virtues is, doubtleſs, 
the beſt method of expreſſing our 
veneration for the ele& of God: 
but having already treated that 
ſubject, I ſhall, at preſent, dwell 
principally on the honour which is 
due to their perſons and memories, 
and on the advantages which may 
be derived from their charitable 
interceſſion. I am, moreover, par- 
ticularly anxious to give you clear 
ideas concerning theſe two points, 
becauſe our dottrine and practice 
* them are greatly miſre- 

preſented 
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preſented and much cenſured by 
thoſe who diſſent from our religious 
communion. | | 
I. Firſt, then, as to honouring 
their memories: Honor is the pre- 
mium of virtue, and the natural re- 
compence of merit. But the chil- 
dren of this world, who have but 
faint ideas of the excellence of di- 
vine grace, of the heroiſm of cha- 
rity, and of the dignity of a ſoul, 
which is favoured with the eſteem 
and friendſhip of the King of Kings, 
give the firſt honors to the objects 

which they moſt eſteem, that is, to 
nobility of birth, to riches, to earth- 
ly pre-eminenee and dignities, and 
the flattering diſtinctions by which 
theſe are attended. Thus the world 


beſtows encomiums on the world; 


and vanity is ſolicitous to extol 
Wi2: and 
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and aggrandize other vanity like 
itſelf. 

Religion, on the other has | 8 
Ms Religion, eldeſt, daughter of hea- 5 
ven, and guided by that wiſdom, 
which aſſiſts at the throne of God—, 
Religion, without regard to birth, 
fortune, great employments, or 
high ſtations, gives the firſt honor 
to ſincere, piety, to the kind and 
tender offices of charity, to the low 
ly exerciſes of humility, to the 
painful reſtraints of ſelf-denial, to 
the combats of chaſtity, and to all 
the train of Chriſtian virtues. 

1 know well, that ſupreme honor 
and glory is due to God only. It 
is only to the Lord Jeſus, that we 
are to ſing the canticle of our de- 
liverance from the dominion of 


death and hell. His name is aboye 


every 


ö 


( 295 ) 
every other name. To him, every 
knee ſhould bow of thoſe that are in 
heaven, on earth, and under the earth*, 
He is infinitely great, and the 
ſource of all excellence. To him, 
therefore, men, and angels, and 
ſaints, and the Queen of ſaints and 
angels, muſt eternally pay a ho- 
mage, to which no other can We en- 
titled. 

But, ſince he hath been pleaſed 

to communicate to his creatures a 
portion of his glory, it, ſurely, is 
reaſonable and juſt, that in them 
we ſhould honor his gifts. Thoſe 
perſons, whom he hath inveſted 
with carthly authority and power, 
are acknowledged to have a title 
to our reſpett, Great abilities and 
beneficent actions juſtly command 

1 1 2000" 
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efteem and admiration. How, 
then, can any man conſiſtently pre- 
tend, that the Princes of the hea- 
venly court, that they, who poſſeſs | 
wiſdom, goodneſs, dignity and ma- 
jeſty in a much ſuperiour degree, 
ought not to be praiſed and ho- 
noured? 

In honouring the Saints we can- 
not be ſaid to derogate from the 
honour which belongs to - God, 
ſince all the excellencies, which we 
admire and reſpett in them, are ac- 
knowledged to be the effects of his 
gratuitous graces. [The ſaints are 
God's own workmanſhip, ſays St. 
Paul, created in Chriſt Jeſus in good 
works*, He drew from their eyes 
thoſe ſtreams of penitential tears 
which waſhed away their ſinful 


ſtains. 
* Epheſ, ii. 
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ſtains. He moved their hands to 
the performance of the tender and 
benevolent offices of goodneſs and 
charity. He gave them that doci- 
lity of mind and heart, which form- 
ed them to obedience and humility, 
He, by the energy of his grace, 
employed their natural faculties, in 
producing and exhibiting to view 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed virtues, which 
glorified his name, edified their 
neighbours, and ſanttified their own 
fouls. He lighted up in their ſouls 
that fire of divine love, which 
ſpread its pure flames through 
their hearts, till every profane af- 
fection became obſcured, and lan- 
guid, and was utterly extinguiſhed. 
He made them his temples, prepar- 
ing in them a habitation for him- 
ſelf, in which he delighted to dwell. 
They are altogether his own work; 
ej and 
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and, therefore, in honouring them, 
\ whatdo we, in fact, but bleſs, praiſe. 
and glorify his adorable majeſty? 

| The veneration, which we pay to 
the faints, being direcded to the 
ſupernatural gifts of divine grace, 
with which they were endowed, is, 
properly ſpeaking, a religious vene- 


3 ration. In the chaſte and tender 


virgins, we honour, not that beauty 
and thoſe: perſonal charms, which, 
| however innocent in themſelves, ſo 


frequently give, occaſion to evil; 


but their pure attachment to the 
divine ſpouſe of their ſouls, the ar- 


dours of their charity, and the pow- 


er of grace triumphing over the 
imbecillity of their ſex. In the Ed- 
wards, the Louiles, the Henrys, 
and other ſaints who, were placed on 
an illuſtrious eminence in this 


world, we regard not the royal 
| blood 


en If 
blood which flowed through 1580 


veins, the ſplendour of the purple 
with which they were inveſted, the 


extent of empire which they poſſeſ- 
fed, the victories which they gains 


ed, nor the treaſures which they. 


accumulated. We admire, not the 


crown, which they wore on earth, 
but thatwhich they have obtained in 
heaven. We honour the ſervants of 


God, in thole, who were the Ma- 
ſters of the world; and we adore 


his infinite greatneſs, who levels, 


with the ground, at his pleaſure, all, 
the towering pride of the en 
heart. 


Oh!, can we es js Deity 


looks down with. pleaſure on our. 


aſſiduity in celebrating the praiſes 


of thoſe, whom he will throughout 
eternity delight to honour? If it 


| be juſt and commendable in us to 
honour 


f 
— 
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honour the ſervants of God, even 
while they dwell in this land of 
troubles and temptations, where all 
virtuous qualities are blended with 
ſo many imperfections: with how 
much more reaſon do we venerate 
theſe bleſſed ſouls, who have fou ght 
a good fight, have finiſhed. their 
courſe, and received the crown of 
juſtice: who, having purſued their 
way through life in a path ſtrewed 
over with ſharp and painful thorns, 
and in the lowly walks of humility 
and ſelf-debaſement, are now repo- , 
ſingin eternal delight? 

II. As it is our duty to honour 

the ele@ of God, ſo is it a holy 
and ſalutary practice to invoke 
their interceſſion. If their virtues 
demand our admiration, the inte- 
| reſt, which they have in the court 
olf 
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of heaven, ſhould inſpire us with 
confidence in their protection. 

It were indeed ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous to aſk them to beſtow 
graces upon us, to pardon our ini- 
quities, to ſave our ſouls. God is 
the ſole fountain of grace, and 
ſource of bleſſings both to them and 
to us. Only the Father of mercies 
and God of all conſolation can cre- 
ate in us à clean heart, and renew 
a right ſpirit within our bowels. 
He only, by pouring forth into our 
hearts that charity, which worketh 
in us both the will and the power 
to do good, can give to the ſeeds 
of truth, which are received into 
our fouls, that fecundity and in- 
creaſe, which neither the agent that 
ſows, nor he that waters, can ever 
beſtow. 

Still 


(30 
Still there is an invocation for 
aſſiſtance, by way of interceſſion, 
which cannot with any propriety be 
addreſſed to the Giver of every 
good gift; but may be directed to 
thoſe whom we believe to be his 
ſpecial friends and favourites. 
Hence St. Paul intreated the faith- 
ful of Epheſus to pray with all in- 
ſtance and ſupplication for all their 
brethren, and for him, that ſpeech 
might be given to him, and that he 
might open his mouth with confie 
dence, to make known the myſtery 
of the Goſpel*. He madethe ſame 
pious requeſt to the Theſſalonians 
and to the Coloffiins: Brethren 
faid he, pray for ust. Since, theres 
fore, we are fully authorized by the 
facred writings to beg the intercef= 
: ſion 


: * Epheſ, vi. F 1 Theſfl, v. and Col. iv. : 
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ion er our (eltowrrcitities: while 
they yet live amidſt the ſnares and 
dangers of this world, and are ex- 
poſed to fo much ſin and miſery: 
where can be the impropriety of 

addreſſing to them the fame peti- 
tion, after they have entered on the 
poſſeſſion of their inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chriſt ? 5 

But, it may be aſked: How do 
the ſaints in Heaven hear our pray- 
ers? How do our petitions come | 
to their knowledge? To this 1 
might anſwer: that, as we are af< 
fured by our divine Lord, there 
| ſhall be joy before the Angels of 
God upon a finner that doth pe- 
nance;* that, ſuch joy moſt cer- 
: tainly preſuppoſes a knowledge of 
the finner's repentance; and that 
1 - Bp 


* Luke xv. 


(an? 
by | the ſame method, by which 
that knowledge is communicated 
to the bleſſed, our praiſes and in- 
vocations may be communicated | 
alſo. But how this is done i is a 
matter of which it little concerns us 
tobe informed. It is not my wiſh | 
to indulge an uſeleſs curiofity, by 
entering into a diſcuſſion on that 
head. Suffice it to ſay, that the 
knowledge of our perſons and of 
our petitions may be conveyed to 
the ſaints and. angels of God by ten 
thouſand means, which the ſhort- 
ſighted reaſon of man is unable to 
diſcover. Nay, were it true even, 
that they did not hear our prayers 
in particular - ſtill it could not 
thence be inferred, that it is uſeleſs 
to implore their interceſſion. For, 
even in that caſe, the Almighty 
958 5 may 
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may be moved to grant our re- 
queſts more readily, in conſideration 
of our addreſſes and attachments to 
them who are the deareſt objects of 
his love. When the multitudes of 
ſick perſons were expoſed in the 
ſtreets, that, when Peter came, his 
ſhadow .. might overſhadow any of 
them, and they might be delivered from 
their infirmities *: is it to be ſuppo- 
ſed, that he knew them all, or ob- 
ſerved them all individually? Ne- 
vertheleſs the Lord, in favour of 
| his Apoſtle, was pleaſed to reſtore 
them to their health. _ = 
.. Beſides, independently on our 
communicating to them our wants 
and afflictions, full well they know 
from their own. experience, the 
dangers to which we are here ex- 
i” X poſed. 
* Acts v. 


| 
| 


the trafiquil harbour, in which they 
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poſed. They are perfe&ly ac- 
quainted with our difficulties, infir- 


mities; and evil propenſities. They 
know, that we have within us a poi- 
ſonous root of inordinate ſelf. dove, 
which ſhoots forth «thouſand bane= 
ful weeds of criminal defires; that 


will foon overrun our ſouls, unleſs 
vigilance and mortification every 
moment clear them away. They 


are ſenſible, that the innocence, 
which is moſt guarded and ſecured, 
is ſtill expoſed to many furious aſ- 


| faults; that this world is a land 


which devours its own inhabitants, 
from: the continual violence of con- 


ing and raging paſſions. From 


repoſe, they view the ſtorms by 
which we are toffed to and fro on 


the bpiſterous ocean of life they 


view 


| CF 
view, and commiſerate, our lot. 
And can we doubt of their readi- \ 
neſs to exert their intereſts in our 
behalf? They died in charity. 
They loved not their friends only, 
but their bittereſt enemies. Oh! 
then, now that their love is perfect- 
ed,—now that they dwell in the bo- 
ſom of the God of charity—now 
that they are all on fre with divine 
and brotherly love, what will they 
not gladly do to contribute to our 
happineſs! Will they not earneftly 
plead our cauſe before that ſove- 
reign Lord, who judges juſtice, and 
4s terrible in his - counſels above 


will uſe every effort on their parts 
to obtain for us that grace, which 
may enable us paſs in ſafety 
through all the perils by which we 

ay X 2 AxE 
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are ſurrounded, and to come at 
oy to their blefſed ſociety. 

But, it is ſometimes ſaid: “ Al- 
* lowing the truth of theſe reflec- 
© tions; at leaſt it is not neceſſary 
e to addreſs ourſelves tothe ſaints.” 
Jam ſorry, my brethren, to be for- | 


ced to obſerve, that the unbecom- 


ing inſinuation, which this language 
conveys, is frequently thrown out 


Chureb, in this, which is celebrat- 
'ed as an enlightened, age, when 
the falſe refinements and preciſion 


_ of a frigid Philoſophy ſeem to aim 


at ſuppreſſing the moſt - generous 
feelings of the human heart. Cer- 
tainly it is not abſolutely neceſſary 
to apply to the ſaints. God is him- 


ſelf. alone infinitely more than all- 


ſufficient for us. But tell me: in 


am affair of ſuch momentous con- 


cern, 
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cern, as that of our eternal ſalva- 


tion, will not a prudent man ſeek 


to procure every kind of affiſtance 
in his power? Can their hearts pant 
after the graces of heaven, who re- 
fuſe to employ any one of the 
means for obtaining them? — and 
: even of the means which the Lord 
himſelf hath been pleaſed to re- 
commend? My ſervant Job, ſaid he 
to the friends of that illuſtrious 
ſufferer, when his wrath was en- 


kindled againſt them, My ſervant ' 
Fob ſhall pray for you: his face I 


will accept, that your folly be not im- 


* 


puted to you*, If they tempt God, \ 


who will not make ule of his crea- 
tures for the ſupport of their natural 
lite, will he be pleaſed with thole 


"who diſdain to apply to his crea « , 
tures for the benefit of their immor- 


tal ſouls; ? Oh! my beloved friends, 


X | God 
IM Job xlii. 
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God forbid that you ſhould tefine 
in that manner! We ſhould not 


wiſh to take from virtue any even 
of its moſt feeble ſupports. No; 
let us rather defire, that every 
tongue may ſolicit heaven for our 


welfare; that all creatures may 
ſtretch out their friendly hands, to 
lead us to the enjoyment of our 


ſovereign good; that heaven and 


earth may intereſt themſelves for 
us; that the hoſts of Angels and 
all the bleſſed above may receive 
our vows and tears, and Prefetic 
them before the throne of God. 
In particular, my beloved friends, 
have frequent recourſe to that 


bleſſed among women whoſe feſti- 
val we this day celebrate. She is 


full of grace ard charity above all 


5 che inhabitants of the heavenly Je- 


ruſalem. 


ruſalem. She has an intereſt at 
the throne of her divine Son, to 
which no other can pretend. Jeſus 
having graciouſly condeſcended to 
make us his brethren and co-heirs | 
in glory, ſhe conſiders us as her 
_ own children. Oh! beg of her, 
then, to ſhow you all the tender- 
neſs of a fond parent. In the hour 
of trial and danger, cling cloſe, to 
-her for protettion. Put yourſelves, 
your dear children, and relatives, 
and all that belong to you, under 
her ſpecial patronage. To be de- 
vout to her is to pleaſe Jeſus. It 
is one of the marks of your predeſ- 
tination to eternal glory. 

Deſpiſe the railleries of ignorant 
or impious men, ſhould they ſeek 
to throw a ridicule. upon your prac- 
tices of piety towards the mother 
of Jeſus. Your devotion to her is 


F 
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conſecrated by the approbation 
and practice of the whole Catholic 
Church diſperſed throughout the 
world, and is ſupported by the ſuf- 
frages of the moſt venerable anti- 
quity. Examining the annals of 
the Church from the earlieſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, we find every where 
temples erected under her auſpices, 
and conſecrated under her name 
to the honour of the living God; 
cities and empires placing them 
ſelves under her protection, and 
aſſociations formed to invoke her 
interceſſion. „Even if ſome. devo- 
tional practices, the fruits of a zeal 
not guided by wiſdom, ſhould de- 
generate into a weakneſs, which is 
excuſable, when it originates in 


= pious credulity, theſe are doubt- 


leſs far-preferable to the exceſſes 
ol impiety, But you need have no 
: appre- 


apprehenſions on that head. Vour 
enlightened Paſtors are careful to 
Impreſs this truth upon your minds, 
that the mother of God receives 
vour petitions and ſupplications 
only to preſent them before the 
throne of her adorable Son. Su- 
perſtition, therefore, cannot enter 
into the Sanctuary: and you will 
never be encouraged to give to 
Mary that homage, which is due 


only to the eternal ſelf-exiſtent 
cauſe of every bleſſing. 


But do not ſuffer your PER, es 
to her to ſpend. itſelf entirely in 

: praiſes and ſupplications. Let it be 
the conſtant effort of your lives to 
copy after her virtues. Of all the 
means which you can employ to ho- 
nour her memory, and to obtain her 
favour, this is the moſt pleaſing, the 
moſt efficacious. All other devout 


exerciſes 


ee, 
exerciſes are deſigned only to affift 
4 you in the attainment of this one 
 objeR, the imitation of her virtues: 


; the reſt is but the dangerous illu- 


| Gon of ſancy, or the veil of a mean 


and contemptible hypocriſy. 


MU cannot be expedted, that, after 


having thus long engaged your at- 
tention, I ſhould now delineate all 
the lovely virtues with which the 


Vas ſo gracefully adorned. But 1 
cannot forbear to preſent before 


vou one leading feature of her cha- 
racter. The firſt uſe which ſne made 


of her being was to conſecrate it 


without reſerve to her adorable 
Creator. The firſt efforts of her 


innocent ſoul were the emotions of 


divine grace, the exerciſes of lively 


5 Faith, placid hope, and ardent cha- 


rity. None of the graces which 


and, if you be indifferent to this, 


— 


ny 
| the received remained unfruitful: 
all were increaſed, improved and 
perſected, in confequence of her 
co-operation. The firſt abt of her 
mind was the contemplation f 
God's eternal wifdom. The firſt | 
feelings of her heart were the 
wounds of divine love. Sf 
Pauſe herea while, my brethrew, 90 
and turn your eyes inwardly en 
yourſelves. When you came to 
the uſe of reaſon, did you inſtantly 
pay your homage to the living God. 
Have you from that time devoted to 
him all the powers and faculties of 
your bodies and ſouls? Nay, after ſo 
many years have elapſed, do you even 
now fincerely love your God, and 
delight in the obſervance of his 
law.? Ah! perhaps, you have hither- ] 
to received your ſouls in vain! 
Too late have you feelingly known 
the 
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N the truth of God, too late have you 
loved his infinite beauty. Alas! 


the imbecillity and darkneſs of in- 


fancy has been followed by the diſ- 
orders of impetuous youth: to theſe 
have ſucceeded the cares and ſoli- 
citudes of life in a more advanced 


age: and, it may be, that ſome a- 


mong you are drawing near to the 
gates of death, before they have yet 


begun to live to any good and bene- 


- ficial purpoſe. Oh! underſtand, ye 


| 
5 


ſenſeleſs among ihe people, and you fools, 


de wiſe at laſt*. Loſe not another 


moment of your earthly exiſtence. 
(Redeem your paſt time. Redouble 


all your efforts to effect a reconci- 
liation with your much injured 


Lord: and let no power of earth 
or hell ſo FAF prevail over ds as 


e e again 


* Pl. exſii. "yy 
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again to withdraw you from his 


moſt honourable, beneficial, ſweet . 


and amiable ſervice. 


Let us animate ourſelves to ahis 


2 


ſteady perſeverance in virtue, by 


contemplating, in the glory to 


which Mary is exalted, the bright 


reverſion which awaits thoſe ſouls 
that are faithful to divine grace. 
When the moment of her diſſolu- 


lution was arrived, come, ſaid the 
Lord Jeſus to her ſpotleſs inno- 


cence, — come; leave the deſert 


where you have ſo long ſought 


your beloved come; participate 


his glory, and adorn his triumphs. 


It is time that you ſhould enter in- 


to the celeſtial paradiſe. The cold, 


| the gloomy, and turbulent ſeaſon 
has now paſſed away. Eternal 
L n ſhall reign in this delightful 
regen | 


— — — 
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region. A thouſand riſing flowers | ' 
bloom upon this happy land. The | 
vine exhales its richeſt | perfumes, 

und the fig-tree is bending under 

dove, my beautiful one, and come: for 

winter is now paſt, the rain is over 
and gone. The flowers have appeared 

in our land. . ine fig-tree hath put 

Joril her green figs: the vines in 

Flower yield their fweet ſmell: uriſe, 

my love, my beautiful one, and come®. 

And behold the: cometh up from the 
deſert, leaning upon her beloved ar ſhe 
cometh forth as the morning riſing. 
fair as the moon, bright as the fun, and 

-amidft the acelamations of the hea. 
wenly hoſts, is ſeated at the right 
kand of God's eternal throne. The 

4 ons of Sion rejoice in her exalta- 

® Cant. ii, + Ibid, viii. 
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tion; and the daughters of Kings 5 


pay homage to her greatneſs. 
Auguſt and ſacred Virgin, we 


join the celeſtial aſſembly in their 
acts of homage; and, inſpirited by 


confidence in your goodneſs, we 


addreſs to you our humble ſuppli- 
cations, begging with all earneſt- 


neſs, that you will intereſt yourſelf. 


to obtain for us the grace to imitate 


your virtues. To thee we cry, N 


baniſhed children of Eve, ſighing 
and moaning in this vale of tears. 
Deign to look on us with a pitying 
eye, and be our Advocate, that with 
thee we may at length behold the 


bleſſed Jefus, and with thee may 


praiſe, love, and enjoy him for end- 
leſs ages. 
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